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IA Objective Guide Questions 
Will the Local Plan… 

Effect Description Illustrative Guidance 

1. Housing: To provide 
a sustainable supply of 
housing land and an 
appropriate mix of sizes, 
types and tenures to 
meet housing need. 

 Meet the Borough’s 
objectively assessed 
housing need (consistent 
with the requirements of the 
Greater Manchester Spatial 
Framework), providing a 
range of housing types, 
tenures and sizes to meet 
current and emerging need 
for market and affordable 
housing? 

 Reduce homelessness? 

 Reduce the number of unfit 
homes? 

 Make best use of the 
Borough’s existing housing 
stock? 

 Help to ensure the provision 
of good quality, well 
designed homes? 

 Ensure housing land is well-
connected with employment 
land, centres and green 
space or co-located where 
appropriate? 

 Deliver pitches/plots required 
for Gypsies, Travellers and 
Travelling Showpeople? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would provide a significant increase to housing supply and would 
provide access to decent, affordable housing for residents with different needs (e.g. housing 
sites with capacity for 100 or more units). 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would provide an increase to housing supply and would provide access 
to decent, affordable housing for residents with different needs (e.g. housing sites of 
between 1 and 99 units). 

The policy/proposal would make use of/improve existing buildings or unfit, empty homes. 

The policy/proposal would promote high quality design. 

The policy/proposal would deliver sufficient pitches to meet requirements for Gypsies and 
Travellers and Showpeople. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would reduce the amount of affordable, decent housing available (e.g. a 
net loss of between 1 and 99 dwellings). 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would significantly reduce the amount of affordable, decent housing 
available.(e.g. a net loss of 100+ dwellings). 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

2. Economy and 
Employment: To 
promote sustainable 
economic growth and job 
creation. 

 Provide a balanced supply of 
flexible, good quality 
employment land to meet the 
needs of the Borough’s 
existing businesses and to 
attract inward investment, 
consistent with the 
requirements of the Greater 
Manchester Spatial 
Framework? 

 Help to diversify the local 
economy and support the 
delivery of the Greater 
Manchester Growth and 
Reform Plan and 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would significantly encourage investment in businesses, people and 
infrastructure which would lead to a more diversified economy, maximising viability of the 
local economy and reducing out-commuting (e.g.it  would deliver over 1 ha of employment 
land). 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would encourage investment in businesses, people and infrastructure 
(e.g. delivering between 0.1 and 0.99 ha of employment land). 

The policy/proposal would support diversification of the rural economy. 

The policy/proposal would deliver residential development in close proximity to a major 
employment site (i.e. within 2,000m or 30mins travel time by public transport). 

The policy/proposal would support economic growth in the low carbon sector. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would have negative effects on businesses, the local economy and local 
employment (e.g. it would result in the loss of between 01 and 0.99 ha of employment land).  
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Manufacturing Strategy and 
the New Economic Strategy 
for Tameside?  

 Provide good quality, well 
paid employment 
opportunities that meet the 
needs of local people? 

 Increase average income 
levels? 

 Improve the physical 
accessibility of jobs? 

 Promote a low carbon 
economy? 

 Maintain and enhance the 
vitality and viability of the 
Borough’s towns? 

 Create jobs in high 
knowledge sectors? 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would have significant negative effects on business, the local economy 
and local employment (e.g. policy/proposal would lead to the closure or relocation of existing 
significant local businesses, loss of employment land of 1 ha or more, or would affect key 
sectors).   

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible.  

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

3. Transport and 
Communications: To 
reduce the need to 
travel, promote 
sustainable modes of 
transport and ensure that 
there is sufficient 
coverage and capacity of 
transport and utilities to 
support growth and 
development.   

 Reduce travel demand and 
the distance people travel for 
jobs, employment, leisure 
and services and facilities?  

 Encourage a shift to more 
sustainable modes of 
transport? 

 Encourage walking and 
cycling? 

 Help to manage traffic 
congestion? 

 Deliver investment in the 
Borough’s transportation 
infrastructure and support 
proposals identified in the 
Greater Manchester 
Transport Strategy 2040? 

 Help to develop a safe 
transport network that 
minimises the impact on the 
environment and public 
health? 

 Reduce the level of freight 
movement by road? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would significantly reduce need for travel, road traffic and congestion 
(e.g. new development is within 400 m of all services). 

The policy/proposal would create opportunities/incentives for the use of sustainable 
travel/transport of people/goods.  

The policy/proposal would significantly reduce out-commuting. 

The policy/proposal would support investment in transportation infrastructure and/or 
services. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would reduce need for travel (e.g. new development is within 400m of 
one or more services). 

The policy/proposal would encourage the use of sustainable travel/transport of 
people/goods. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would increase the need for travel by less sustainable forms of 
transport, increasing road traffic and congestion. 

The policy/proposal would deliver new development in excess of 400 m from public 
transport services/cycle routes. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would significantly increase the need for travel by less sustainable 
forms of transport, substantially increasing road traffic and congestion.  

The policy/proposal would result in the loss of transportation infrastructure and/or services. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 
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 Improve transport 
connectivity? 

 Ensure that utilities / digital 
infrastructure can support 
growth? 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

4. Regeneration: To 
promote regeneration 
and tackle levels of 
deprivation and disparity. 

 Ensure appropriate provision 
of community facilities and 
services? 

 Enhance accessibility to key 
community facilities and 
services? 

 Tackle deprivation in the 
Borough’s most deprived 
areas and reduce 
inequalities? 

 Support reductions in 
poverty (including child and 
fuel poverty), deprivation and 
disparity across the domains 
of the Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation? 

 Contribute to regeneration 
initiatives including in the 
proposed Eastern Gateway? 

 Promote participation in 
cultural activities? 

 Enhance the public realm? 

 Support rural regeneration? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would create new, or significantly enhance existing, community facilities 
and services. 

The policy/proposal would significantly improve social and environmental conditions within 
deprived areas and support regeneration. 

The policy/proposal would ensure that new residential development is located in close 
proximity to a wide range of services and facilities (e.g. within 800 m of a wide range of 
services). 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would enhance existing community facilities and services. 

The policy/proposal would improve social and environmental conditions within deprived 
areas. 

The policy/proposal would ensure that new residential development is located in close 
proximity to some services and facilities (e.g. within 800 m of a key service). 

 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would reduce the accessibility, availability and quality of existing 
community facilities and services.   

The policy/proposal would result in new residential development being located away from 
existing services and facilities (e.g. in excess of 2,000 m from a wide range of services). 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in the loss of existing community facilities and services 
without appropriate mitigation.   

The policy/proposal would result in new residential development being inaccessible to 
existing services and facilities. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

5. Equality and Social 
Inclusion: To promote 
equality of opportunity 
and the elimination of 
discrimination. 

 Foster good relations 
between different people? 

 Improve people’s perception 
of their local area as being a 
place where people from 
different ethnic backgrounds 
get on well together? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would make a significant contribution to equality and social inclusion in 
the Borough, addressing the needs of urban, suburban, urban fringe and rural areas and of 
different protected groups. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would contribute to equality and social inclusion. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 
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 Create a sense of belonging 
and wellbeing for all 
members of the community? 

 Ensure equality of 
opportunity and equal 
access to facilities and 
infrastructure for all? 

 Appropriately consider 
‘protected characteristics’ 
groups, as defined in the 
Equality Act 2010? 

 Ensure that the needs of 
different areas (namely 
urban, suburban, urban 
fringe and rural) are equally 
addressed? 

- Negative The policy/proposal would result in an increase in inequalities across the Borough and social 
exclusion.  

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in a significant increase in inequalities across the Borough 
and social exclusion. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

6. Health and 
Wellbeing: To improve 
health and wellbeing and 
reduce health 
inequalities. 

 

 Avoid locating development 
in locations that could 
adversely affect people’s 
health? 

 Reduce death rates and 
negative health impacts in 
key vulnerable groups? 

 Ensure adequate provision 
of, and access to, green 
infrastructure, open space, 
leisure and recreational 
facilities?   

 Enhance the opportunities 
for physical activity? 

 Improve access to 
healthcare facilities and 
services? 

 Reduce health inequalities? 

 Meet the needs of the 
elderly? 

 Support those with 
disabilities? 

 Promote community safety? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would have strong and sustained impacts on healthy lifestyles and 
improve wellbeing through physical activity, recreational activity, improved environmental 
quality, etc. Different groups within the society are taken into consideration. 

The policy/proposal would ensure that new residential development is located in close 
proximity to a range of healthcare facilities (e.g. within 800 m of a GP surgery and open 
space). 

The policy/proposal would deliver new healthcare facilities and/or open space. 

The policy/proposal would significantly reduce the level of crime through design and other 
safety measures.  

+ Positive The policy/proposal would promote healthy lifestyles and improve wellbeing through 
physical activity, recreational activity, improved environmental quality, etc. Different groups 
within the society are taken into consideration. 

The policy/proposal would ensure that new residential development is located in close 
proximity to a healthcare facility (e.g. within 800 m of a GP surgery or open space). 

The policy/proposal would reduce crime through design and other safety measures.  

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would reduce access to healthcare facilities and open space. 

The policy/proposal would deliver residential development in excess of 800 m from a GP 
surgery and/or open space. 

The policy/proposal would lead to an increase in reported crime and the fear of crime in the 
Borough.  

The policy/proposal would have effects which could cause deterioration of health.  
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 Reduce actual levels of 
crime and anti-social 
behaviour? 

 Reduce the fear of crime? 

 Promote design that 
discourages crime? 

 Align healthcare facilities 
and services with growth? 

 Help to improve mental 
health and wellbeing?  

 Improve living conditions? 

 Support the aims and 
objectives of the Greater 
Manchester Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Strategy, 
Tameside and Glossop 
Mental Wellbeing Strategy 
and Our Life in Tameside? 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in the loss of healthcare facilities and open space without  
appropriate mitigation.     

The policy/proposal would lead to a significant increase in reported crime and the fear of 
crime.  

The policy/proposal would have significant effects which would cause deterioration of health 
within the community (i.e. increase in pollution) 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

7. Education and 
Skills: To improve 
educational attainment 
and skills for all. 

 Improve access to training to 
raise employment potential? 

 Promote investment in the 
Borough’s educational 
establishments? 

 Improve education levels of 
children, regardless of their 
background? 

 Improve educational and skill 
levels of the population of 
working age?  

 Provide access to work 
experience, apprenticeships 
and training?  

 Support the priorities of the 
Greater Manchester Work 
and Skills Strategy? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would create new, or significantly enhance existing, educational 
facilities.   

The policy/proposal would create significant employment opportunities or improve access to 
training and skills. A large proportion of this would benefit local communities. 

The policy/proposal would ensure that new development is located in close proximity to a 
wide range of educational services (e.g. within 800m of primary and secondary schools). 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would enhance existing educational opportunities, services and facilities. 

The policy/proposal would create employment opportunities or improve access to training 
and skills. Some of this would benefit local communities.  

The policy/proposal would ensure that new development is located in close proximity (e.g. 
within 800m) to an educational institution. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would reduce the access, availability and quality of existing educational 
opportunities, services and facilities. 

The policy/proposal would make access to employment, skills and training more difficult. 

The policy/proposal would deliver new development in excess of 2,000m from educational 
facilities. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in the removal of existing educational opportunities, 
services and facilities without appropriate mitigation.   

The policy/proposal would significantly reduce the availability and quality of existing 
employment or reduce availability/access to training and skills. 
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~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

8. Air Quality: To 
improve air quality. 

 Maintain and improve air 
quality, particularly within the 
Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority Air 
Quality Management Area? 

 Avoid locating development 
in areas of existing poor air 
quality? 

 Minimise emissions to air 
from new development? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would significantly improve air quality and result in air quality targets 
being met/exceeded and the extent of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Air 
Quality Management Area being reduced. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would improve air quality. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would lead to a decrease in air quality. 

The policy/proposal would result in new development being located within 500 m of the 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority Air Quality Management Area.  

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would lead to a decrease in air quality and would result in the area of 
the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Air Quality Management Area having to be 
extended or new AQMAs being declared. 

The policy/proposal would result in new development being located within the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority Air Quality Management Area. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

9. Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity: To 
conserve and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

 Conserve and enhance 
European designated nature 
conservation sites? 

 Conserve and enhance 
nationally designated nature 
conservation sites such as 
Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest? 

 Conserve and enhance 
Local Nature Reserves and 
Sites of Biological 
Importance? 

 Conserve and enhance 
species diversity, and in 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would have a positive effect on European or national designated sites, 
habitats or species (e.g. enhancing habitats, creating additional habitat or increasing 
protected species populations). 

The policy/proposal would create new habitat and link it with existing habitats or significantly 
improve existing habitats to support local biodiversity. 

The policy/proposal would have major positive effects on protected geologically important 
sites. 

The policy/proposal would significantly enhance the Borough’s green infrastructure network. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would have a positive effect on Local Nature Reserves and Sites of 
Biological Importance, habitats or species. 

The policy/proposal would improve existing habitats to support local biodiversity. 

The policy/proposal would have positive effects on protected geologically important sites. 

The policy/proposal would enhance the Borough’s green infrastructure network. 
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particular avoid harm to 
indigenous species of 
principal importance, or 
priority species and 
habitats? 

 Enhance ecological 
connectivity, providing green 
spaces that are well 
connected and biodiversity 
rich? 

 Maintain and enhance 
woodland cover? 

 Avoid damage to, and 
protect, Regionally Important 
Geological Sites (as they are 
designated)? 

 Provide opportunities for 
people to access the natural 
environment including green 
and blue infrastructure? 

 Enhance the resilience of the 
natural environment to the 
impacts of climate change? 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would have negative effects on Local Nature Reserves and Sites of 
Biological Importance, habitats or species (e.g. short term loss of habitats, loss of species 
and temporary effects on the functioning of ecosystems). 

The policy/proposal would lead to short-term disturbance of existing habitat but would not 
have long-term effects on local biodiversity. 

The policy/proposal would have minor negative effects on protected geologically important 
sites. 

The policy/proposal would adversely affect the Borough’s green infrastructure network. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would have negative effects on European or national designated sites, 
habitats and/or protected species (i.e. on the interest features and integrity of the site, by 
preventing any of the conservation objectives from being achieved or resulting in a long term 
decrease in the population of a priority species). These effects could not be reasonably 
mitigated.  

The policy/proposal would result in significant, long term negative effects on non-designated 
sites (e.g. through significant loss of habitat leading to a long term loss of ecosystem 
structure and function). 

The policy/proposal would have significant negative effects on protected geologically 
important sites.  

The policy/proposal would have a significant adverse effect on the Borough’s green 
infrastructure network. 

~ No Relationship 

 

There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

10. Climate Change: To 
minimise greenhouse 
gas emissions and 
ensure communities, 
developments and 
infrastructure are 
resilient to the effects of 
expected climate 
change. 

 Minimise energy use and 
reduce or mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions? 

 Plan for adaptation 
measures for the likely 
effects of climate change? 

 Support the delivery of 
renewable and low carbon 
energy in the Borough and 
reduce dependency on non-
renewable sources? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the Borough.  

The policy/proposal would significantly reduce energy consumption or increase the amount 
of renewable energy being used/generated. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the Borough.  

The policy/proposal would increase resilience/decrease vulnerability to climate change 
effects.  

The policy/proposal would reduce energy consumption or increase the amount of renewable 
energy being used/generated. 

The policy/proposal would support/encourage sustainable design. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 
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 Ensure that communities, 
existing and new 
developments and 
infrastructure systems are 
resilient to the predicted 
effects of climate change? 

- Negative The policy/proposal would lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions from the 
Borough. 

The policy/proposal would not increase resilience/decrease vulnerability to climate change 
effects. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would lead to a significant increase in greenhouse gas emissions from 
the Borough. 

The policy/proposal would increase vulnerability to climate change effects. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

11. Flood Risk: To 
minimise flood risk and 
reduce the impact of 
flooding to people and 
property, taking into 
account the effects of 
climate change. 

 Help to minimise the risk of 
flooding to existing and new 
developments/infrastructure?  

 Ensure that development 
does not unacceptably 
increase flood risk? 

 Ensure adequate measures 
are in place to manage 
existing flood risk? 

 Restrict inappropriate 
development in areas at risk 
from flooding? 

 Deliver sustainable urban 
drainage systems and 
promote investment in flood 
defences that reduce 
vulnerability to flooding? 

 Ensure development is 
appropriately future proof to 
accommodate future levels 
of flood risk including from 
climate change? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would significantly reduce flood risk to new or existing infrastructure or 
communities (currently located within the 1 in 100 year floodplain). 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would reduce flood risk to new or existing infrastructure or communities 
(currently located 1 in 1000 year floodplain). 

 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective.  It is 
anticipated that the policy will neither cause nor exacerbate flooding in the catchment.   

- Negative The policy/proposal would result in an increased flood risk within the 1 to 1000 year 
floodplain. 

The policy/proposal would result in development being located within Flood Zone 2. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in an increased flood risk within the 1 to 100 year 
floodplain.  

The policy/proposal would result in development being located within Flood Zone 3. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

12. Water: To protect 
and improve the quality 
and availability of water 
resources. 

 Help to achieve the objective 
of good status under the 
Water Framework Directive? 

 Promote management 
practices that will protect 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would lead to a significant reduction of wastewater, surface water runoff 
and pollutant discharge so that the quality of groundwater and/or surface water would be 
significantly improved and all water targets (including those relevant to biological and 
chemical quality) would be met/exceeded. 

The policy/proposal would lead to a significant reduction in the demand for water. 

The policy/proposal would support investment in water resources infrastructure. 
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surface and ground water 
from pollution? 

 Reduce water consumption 
and encourage water 
efficiency? 

 Ensure that new 
water/wastewater 
management infrastructure 
is delivered to support new 
development? 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would lead to a reduction of wastewater, surface water runoff and/or 
pollutant discharge so that the quality of groundwater or surface water would be improved 
and some water targets (including those relevant to biological and chemical quality) would 
be met/exceeded. 

The policy/proposal would lead to a reduction in the demand for water. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would lead to an increase in the amount of wastewater, surface water 
runoff and pollutant discharge so that the quality of groundwater or surface water would be 
reduced.  

The policy/proposal would lead to an increase in the demand for water. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would lead to a significant increase in the amount of wastewater, 
surface water runoff and pollutant discharge so that the quality of groundwater or surface 
water would be decreased and water targets would not be met.  

The policy/proposal would lead to deterioration of the current WFD classification. 

The policy/proposal would lead to a significant increase in the demand for water placing 
water resource zones in deficit over the lifetime of United Utilities’ Water Resources 
Management Plan. 

The policy/proposal would result in the capacity of existing wastewater management 
infrastructure being exceeded without appropriate mitigation.  

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

13. Cultural Heritage: 
To conserve and 
enhance the Borough’s 
historic environment, 
cultural heritage, 
character and setting. 

 Help to conserve and 
enhance existing features of 
the historic built environment 
and their settings, including 
archaeological assets? 

 Reduce the instances and 
circumstances where 
heritage assets are identified 
as being ‘at risk’? 

 Promote sustainable repair 
and reuse of heritage 
assets? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would protect and enhance the sites, areas and features of historic, 
cultural, archaeological and architectural interest with national designations (including their 
setting). 

The policy/proposal will make use of historic buildings, spaces and places through sensitive 
adaption and re-use allowing these distinctive assets to be accessed. 

The policy/proposal would result in an assets(s) being removed from the At Risk Register. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would protect and enhance the sites, areas and features of historic, 
cultural, archaeological and architectural interest with local designations (including their 
setting). 

The policy/proposal will increase access to historical/cultural/archaeological/architectural 
buildings/spaces/places. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 
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 Protect or enhance the 
significance of designated 
heritage assets? 

 Protect or enhance the 
significance of non-
designated heritage assets? 

 Help to conserve historic 
buildings, places and spaces 
that enhance local 
distinctiveness, character 
and appearance through 
sensitive adaptation and re-
use? 

 Provide opportunities for 
people to value and enjoy 
the Borough’s cultural 
heritage? 

 Improve and promote access 
to buildings of 
historic/cultural value?  

 Encourage heritage-led 
regeneration? 

- Negative The policy/proposal would lead to the deterioration of and/or harm to sites, areas and 
features of historic, cultural, archaeological and architectural interest with local designations. 

The policy/proposal would temporarily restrict access to 
historical/cultural/archaeological/architectural buildings/spaces/places. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would lead to the deterioration of and/or harm to sites, areas and 
features of historic, cultural, archaeological and architectural interest with national 
designation or result in the destruction of heritage assets (national or local).  

The policy/proposal would permanently restrict access to 
historical/cultural/archaeological/architectural buildings/spaces/places. 

The policy/proposal would result in an asset being placed on the At Risk Register. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

14. Landscape and 
Townscape: To 
conserve and enhance 
the Borough’s landscape 
character and 
townscapes. 

 Conserve and enhance the 
Borough’s landscape 
character and townscapes? 

 Promote high quality design 
in context with its urban and 
rural landscape? 

 Protect and enhance visual 
amenity? 

 Improve the character of 
open spaces and the public 
realm? 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would offer potential to significantly enhance landscape/townscape 
character. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would offer potential to conserve and enhance landscape/townscape 
character. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would have an adverse effect on landscape/townscape character. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would have a significant adverse effect on landscape/townscape 
character. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

15. Land Use and 
Soils: To encourage the 
efficient use of land and 

 Promote the use of 
previously developed 
(brownfield) land and 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would encourage significant development on brownfield land. 

The policy/proposal would result in existing land / soil contamination being removed.  

The policy/proposal would protect best and most versatile agricultural land. 
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IA Objective Guide Questions 
Will the Local Plan… 

Effect Description Illustrative Guidance 

conserve and enhance 
soils. 

minimise the loss of 
greenfield land?  

 Avoid the loss of agricultural 
land including best and most 
versatile land? 

 Make best use, and reduce 
the amount, of derelict, 
degraded and underused 
land in the Borough? 

 Encourage the reuse of 
existing buildings and 
infrastructure? 

 Prevent land contamination 
and facilitate remediation of 
contaminated sites? 

 Maintain and enhance soil 
quality? 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would encourage development on brownfield land. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would result in development on greenfield land. 

The policy/proposal would result in the loss of agricultural land. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in the loss of best and most versatile agricultural land. 

The policy/proposal would result in land contamination. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 

16. Resource Use and 
Waste: To encourage 
sustainable resource use 
and promote the waste 
hierarchy (reduce, reuse, 
recycle, recover). 

 Support the objectives and 
proposals of the Greater 
Manchester Joint Minerals 
Plan? 

 Minimise the demand for raw 
materials and assist in 
maximising the use of 
recycled and secondary 
materials (including 
aggregates)? 

 Promote the use of local 
resources?  

 Reduce minerals extracted 
and imported? 

 Increase efficiency in the use 
of raw materials and 
promote recycling? 

 Avoid sterilisation of mineral 
reserves? 

 Support the objectives and 
proposals of the Greater 

++ Significant Positive The policy/proposal would reduce the amount of waste generated through prevention, 
minimisation and re-use. 

The policy/proposal would significantly reduce the amount of waste going to landfill through 
recycling and energy recovery.  

The policy/proposal would support/encourage investment in waste management facilities. 

+ Positive The policy/proposal would reduce the amount of waste going to landfill through recycling 
and energy recovery.  

The policy/proposal would encourage the use of sustainable materials. 

0 Neutral The policy/proposal would not have any effect on the achievement of the objective. 

- Negative The policy/proposal would result in an increased amount of waste going to landfill.  

The policy/proposal would increase the demand for local resources. 

-- Significant Negative The policy/proposal would result in a significantly increased amount of waste going to 
landfill. 

The policy/proposal would significantly increase the demand for local resources. 

The policy/proposal would result in inappropriate development within a minerals 
safeguarding area. 

~ No Relationship There is no clear relationship between the policy/proposal and the achievement of the 
objective or the relationship is negligible. 
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IA Objective Guide Questions 
Will the Local Plan… 

Effect Description Illustrative Guidance 

Manchester Joint Waste 
Development Plan 
Document?   

 Assist or facilitate 
compliance with the waste 
hierarchy (i.e. reduce first, 
then reuse, recycle and 
recover)? 

? Uncertain The policy/proposal has an uncertain relationship to the objective or the relationship is 
dependent on the way in which the aspect is managed. In addition, insufficient information 
may be available to enable an assessment to be made. 
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Appendix E  
Equality Impact Assessment Template 

1a. What is the project, policy or 
proposal? 

 

 

1b. What are the main aims of the 
project, policy or proposal? 

 

 

1c. Will the project, policy or proposal have either a direct or indirect impact on any 
groups of people with protected equality characteristics?  
Where a direct or indirect impact will occur as a result of the policy, project or proposal, 
please explain why and how that group of people will be affected. 

Protected 

Characteristic 

Direct 
Impact 

Indirect 
Impact 

Little / No 
Impact 

Explanation 

Age     

Disability     

Ethnicity     

Sex / Gender     

Religion or Belief     

Sexual Orientation     

Gender 
Reassignment 

    

Pregnancy & 
Maternity 

    

Marriage & Civil 
Partnership 

    

Are there any other groups who you feel may be impacted, directly or indirectly, by this 
project, policy or proposal? (e.g. carers, vulnerable residents, isolated residents) 

Group 

(please state) 

Direct 
Impact 

Indirect 
Impact 

Little / No 
Impact 

Explanation 

     

Wherever a direct or indirect impact has been identified you should consider undertaking a full EIA 
or be able to adequately explain your reasoning for not doing so. Where little / no impact is 
anticipated, this can be explored in more detail when undertaking a full EIA.  

1d. Does the project, policy or 
proposal require a full EIA? 

 

Yes No 

  

1e. 

What are your reasons for the 
decision made at 1d? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Taken from Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council (2015) Equality Impact Assessment Template 
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Appendix F  
Health Impact Assessment Screening Questions 

Screening Question No  
If there will be no health 
impact, provide a brief 
explanation for your response 

Yes 
If there will be health 
impact(s) provide a brief 
explanation 

Will the proposal have a direct impact on health, mental 
health and wellbeing? 

For example would it cause ill health, affecting social 
inclusion, independence and participation? 

You should consider whether any socioeconomic or 
equalities groups will be particularly affected. 

  

Will the policy have an impact on social, economic and 
environmental living conditions that would indirectly 
affect health? 

For example would it affect housing, transport, child 
development, education, good employment opportunities, 
green space or climate change? 

You should consider whether any socioeconomic or 
equalities groups will be particularly affected. 

  

Will the proposal affect an individual’s ability to improve 
their own health and wellbeing? 

For example will it affect their ability to be physically active, 
choose healthy food, reduce drinking and smoking? 

You should consider whether any socioeconomic or 
equalities groups will be particularly affected. 

  

Will there be a change in demand for or access to health 
and social care services? 

For example: Primary Care, Hospital Care, Community 
Services, Mental Health and Social Services? 

You should consider whether any socioeconomic or 
equalities groups will be particularly affected. 

  

Will the proposal have an impact on global health?   

Source: Adapted from Department of Health (2010) Health Impact Assessment of Government Policy: A guide to carrying out a Health 

Impact Assessment of new policy as part of the Impact Assessment process. 
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