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What have you 
enjoyed in Tameside? 

Post your favourite 
pictures via Instagram, 
Facebook or Twitter.
Use #ProudTameside or 
email communications@
tameside.gov.uk
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Welcome 
SINCE the last edition in spring Tameside 
has been named LGC (Local Government 
Chronicle) Council of the Year for 2016. 

The judges paid tribute to Tameside as a 
bold and creative authority and praised 
our current ambition as the culmination of 
years of hard work. The award is a powerful 
and independent endorsement of our 
communities, partners, volunteers and staff, 
and I would like to extend my thanks and 
recognition on behalf of the Council to all 
of those who work with us on a daily basis 
to improve the lives of Tameside residents 
and to make Tameside the great place we all 
know it is.

As you know the Council has been subject 
to significant cuts in funding from the 
Government in recent years. However I 
have always been committed to balancing 
them with investment for the future of 
Tameside, which the LGC judges recognised 
when giving us the award. A great example 
of this is the £20 million investment in 
state-of-the-art leisure facilities including 
a brand new Wellness Centre for Tameside 
in Denton. You can read more about the 
exciting new facilities and the work so far 
on pages 18-19. And on pages 10-11 there 
is an update on Vision Tameside which 
has reached a key milestone with the 
demolition of the old Council offices, the 
re-development of the Market Square in 
Ashton and the opening of one new college 
building with a second on the way. 

We all know the importance of a good 
education for our children. Over recent 
years we’ve supported our local schools 
to improve and develop. On page 8 you 
can read about national recognition from 
the Times Educational Supplement for our 
secondary English team and Millbrook 
Primary. And on page 17 there is an update 
on the latest brand new school to be built 
in Tameside, only the second one since 
Tameside was created in 1974.

In the previous edition of the Citizen I 
introduced my 16 pledges for 2016 which I 
launched earlier in the year. In this edition 
I can update you on the progress we are 
making to deliver those pledges. Pages 6-7 
highlight some of the great work being 
done by the Council and the community 
working together in partnership. 

Volunteering is a clear sign of a strong 
community spirit, so it is no surprise that in 
Tameside we have a fantastic number and 
diversity of voluntary groups. I was really 
pleased to see four of those groups recently 
received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Services - the highest possible honour a 
voluntary group can receive. Find out more 
on pages 14-15.

Across the centre pages of this edition is 
the Your Councillors poster that has been 
updated to reflect the results from the 
local elections in May. I know I speak for 
all councillors when I say we want to hear 
from you. You are our eyes and ears on the 
ground in the local community telling us 
what works and what doesn’t. So please 
get in touch and let’s work together for 
Tameside.

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of 
the Citizen. You can keep up to date via 
the news pages on our website, social 
media, signing up for e-news (see the 
advert opposite) or following my blog at          
www.tameside.gov.uk/blog/leader
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LGC Council of the Year
Back in March the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) awarded Tameside 
the title Council of the Year 2016 in their annual awards. With over 
400 Councils across the country delivering fantastic services we were 
humbled and delighted to have been recognised in this way.

Care Together - Improving healthcare through one 
of the UK’s first integrated care organisations.

Ashton Old Baths - Boosting Tameside’s digital 
economy with a State-of-the-art digital hub in a 
magnificent Victorian building.

Vision Tameside - Three new learning centres focussed 
on advanced/digital technology to provide the skills 
needed in a 21st century economy.

Tameside Markets - Supporting local trade - Artisan 
markets, farmers’ markets and Ashton – twice voted 
Britain’s favourite market.



Citizen - Summer 2016  5

LGC Council of the Year

The judges at the 
Local Government 
Chronicle said:  

‘’This is a bold and 
creative council 
which shows 
influence, realism 
and courage.  It 
has demonstrated 
how its current 
ambition is the 
culmination of 
years of hard work.”

English Fine Cottons - Returning the traditional 
industry of cotton spinning to Tameside.

Greater Manchester Pension Fund - Investing in the 
future - Named pension fund of the decade at the 
Local Authority Pension Fund Investment Awards.

This award is a powerful and independent 
endorsement of the work of our communities, partners, 
volunteers and staff and we would like to extend our 
thanks and recognition to all of those who work with 
us on a daily basis to improve the lives of Tameside 
residents and to make Tameside the great place we all 
know it is. 
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Lots more lighting
STREET lighting continues to be converted to super-efficient LED to save money and 
cut carbon emissions. 

Since the programme began, around 2,000 lamp-posts have been converted to LED 
with a total saving of £62,000 – a figure that will grow as the scheme progresses.

Get Tameside Growing
AS part of the Get Tameside Growing Pledge we are encouraging our residents to try their 
hand at growing fruit and vegetables in their own homes and gardens. Last month, staff 
from the council were at Ashton Market together with a local allotment holder to offer 
help and advice. Throughout the summer, the team are going to visit markets around the 
borough so keep an eye out for them in a town centre near you. If you are interested in 
having a go or some friendly advice email getinvolved@tameside.gov.uk

Get Connected
BY the autumn all nine of the borough’s town centres will be covered by the SWIFT 
network – Smart Wireless Internet for Tameside. Access to the free town centre Wi-Fi will be 
fast and simple. 

Once logged in, people will be automatically connected as they move from town to town, 
go to Tameside College or visit Tameside Hospital. 

Ashton and Dukinfield will benefit from dark fibre broadband, installed for the digital hub 
at Ashton Old Baths, which offers the highest speeds and reliability in the UK.

Silver Surfers
JULY saw the first of our ‘Silver Surfers’ sessions take place at the Grafton Centre in Hyde. 

Designed to enable more Tameside residents to access online services and tackle digital 
exclusion, retired residents welcomed the course and enjoyed learning how to get online.

The programme doesn’t follow a set framework and will be designed around the needs of 
the users at a pace that is manageable. New sessions will begin in August and September 
at the Grafton Centre and Active Tameside Centres.

For more information and to book call 0161 368 4110 for Grafton Centre courses and 
0161 848 9173 for the Active Tameside Centres.

Here are just some of our highlights so far:

Pledges 2016

Cllrs Jim Fitzpatrick and Andy Kinsey attended the first 
‘Silver Surfers’ session at the Grafton Centre, Hyde

Executive Leader Cllr Kieran Quinn helping 
to fit super-efficient LED lighting
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WORK is well underway on the 2016 pledges unveiled by the Executive Leader of Tameside 
Council, Cllr Kieran Quinn, in his spring budget speech. The pledges will improve the lives of 
local residents, green the borough and improve skills.

The Executive Leader said: “Everyone knows we live in difficult times. That makes it more important than 
ever that we all work together to create a forward thinking borough. I believe these pledges will help us do 
that.”

Big Clean Up
AS part of the Big Clean Up, the Council pledged to tackle 160 grot spots across Tameside 
through enforcement or direct action. We are pleased to say we are already half way there, 
having cleaned up 80 grot spots across the borough supported by a range of residents, 
community groups and volunteers. 

If you would like to get involved or organise a clean up in your area, email
getinvolved@tameside.gov.uk

Every Child A Coder
THE Council will facilitate code clubs for our primary school children giving them the skills 
they need for the 21st century. Two successful free teacher training sessions have now 
taken place and libraries and schools have started hosting code clubs with St Raphael’s in 
Stalybridge leading the way. To find your nearest code club visit www.codeclub.org.uk 
If you would like to volunteer and help set up a code club, the next volunteer training 
session is on 9 August, 5pm to 7pm at Ashton Old Baths. To book a place visit
www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for ‘Code Club Tameside’.

Dementia Friendly Tameside
More than 160 people in the borough became Dementia Friends after attending one of the 
many sessions held as part of Dementia Awareness Week in May.

The Dementia Friends sessions aim to give people more insight into what it’s like to live 
with dementia and the small things they can do to help.

For further information on future Dementia Friends sessions, or if you would like to 
organise one for your workplace or community group, call the Tameside Council Public 
Health Programme on 0161 342 3477.

Mind your Health
The Council is backing the national Time to Change campaign aimed at getting people 
talking about mental health. 

To break the silence, a Time to Talk day was held to encourage everyone – from individuals 
to community groups and employers – to come together to show that talking about this 
once taboo issue does not need to be difficult or scary. 

The Council will now continue to expand on this work and has agreed a plan of actions, 
such as developing staff mental health champions and encouraging staff to make their 
own mental health awareness pledges. www.time-to-change.org.uk

Ashton Old Baths will also host Tameside’s first Hackathon.  The free two-day event, 9 and 
10 August, 10am-4.30pm, is a fun competition aimed at people aged 13 to 18 who live in 
Tameside. The ‘Hack’ will test and challenge digital skills and creativity, with plenty of prizes 
on offer and the opportunity to attend a Greater Manchester-wide hack at the Sharp Project 
creative media hub in Newton Heath.

St Raphael’s, Stalybridge

32 Tameside councillors who were keen to 
help champion the cause.

Executive Leader Cllr Kieran Quinn signs up 
to the national Time to Change campaign
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NEWS in brief

Nicola Martin, Markets Manager has been named National 
Market Traders Federation (NMTF) Markets Manager of the Year, 
and the Ashton Pinch Point Scheme outperformed some of the 
biggest names in the country, such as Balfour Beatty and Laing 
O’Rourke, to win a National Considerate Constructors gold 
award. 

Further success came for Francesca Lawton-Vaughan, who was 
chosen as apprentice/trainee of the year by the Association for 
Public Service Excellence (APSE) national highways and street 

lighting awards, while colleague Gary Walker was shortlisted for 
the rising star award. 

Bodies associated with the council have also received national 
recognition. The Hyde Healthy Living Project led by a group 
of Hyde locality GP’s from the Tameside and Glossop Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) won Primary Care Team of the Year. 

The Hospital Alcohol Liaison Service (HALS) at Tameside Hospital 
won Prevention Team of the Year.

AN “outstanding” collaboration of Tameside teachers has won 
the ‘English Team of the Year’ title in the TES (Times Educational 
Supplement) Schools Awards.

The group of literacy leaders, school librarians, heads of English, key 
stage 4 and 3 leaders from all the borough’s secondary schools and 
local authority school performance and standards staff were recognised 
for their joint work to share experience and practice for the benefit of 
all local secondary school children.

Their work contributed to Tameside’s GCSE results last year far 
exceeding the national average for progress and attainment in English.

Congratulations also go to Millbrook Primary School, which was 
shortlisted in the Primary School of the Year section in the prestigious 
awards.

Tameside wins national 
education award

VOLUNTEERS have celebrated their 40th anniversary of 
looking after Tameside’s countryside.

In that time they have worked tirelessly over a huge range 
of projects. They have improved footpaths, picked up litter, 
managed wildlife habitats, maintained sites, organised events, 
led walks and supported educational visits.

Volunteers come from all walks of life and commit as much or 
little time as they can. Some attend a conservation day every 
couple of months while others are out several days a week. 
It’s a brilliant way to meet new people, become or stay active, 
enjoy the fresh air and learn new skills.

To get involved e-mail greenspace@tameside.gov.uk

40 years of looking after our

Further recognition

GREEN SPACES
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PIONEERING plans are underway to bring services together 
and take a fresh approach to improving the borough’s 
health.

Care Together will see the hospital, voluntary organisations, the 
council and the clinical commissioning group working together 
to provide an integrated health and care service for local 
people. The new approach will both improve the health of our 
communities and increase value for money to ensure we get the 
most out of the reduced funding we receive from Government. 

More than 250,000 people in Tameside and Glossop will benefit 
from the radical and ambitious redesign – one of the first of its 
type nationally.

For local people it will mean:

The Care Together vision is to significantly raise healthy life 
expectancy for people in Tameside and Glossop by focusing on 
the health and care needs of local communities. Within the next 
five years, it aims to: achieve better prosperity; improve health 
and wellbeing and; deliver a clinically and financial sustainable 
health and care service.

A single body, drawn from Tameside and Glossop Clinical 
Commissioning Group and Tameside Council, will commission 
health and social care. 

Local people, patients, GPs, care workers, the voluntary sector 
and others are being invited to help shape how services come 
together over the coming months.

A new Care Together website has been launched to explain the 
changes and how people can get involved and have their say. 

It also includes guidance and advice on staying healthy and how 
people can access local services to help them take charge of their 
own health.

See www.caretogether.org.uk for more information and 
updates.
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Working with you
to improve your health

 www.caretogether.org.uk

A focus on preventing illness

More care provided closer to home

Fewer trips to hospital

Hospital stays no longer than they need to be

Working together to reduce waste
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S T A R T  H E R E ,  G O  A N Y W H E R E
VISIONTAMESIDE

THE new Advanced Technology Centre at Tameside College’s 
Beaufort Road campus in Ashton will open its doors in 
September.

Students are already looking forward to learning in the landmark 
building which is state-of-the-art in terms of design as well as the 
facilities it provides for careers in engineering, manufacturing, 
computing, science and technology.

The five-storey Stamford Street building, which is topped with 
ornamental metalwork, follows Clarendon Sixth Form College as 
the second phase of the Vision Tameside project.
 

It is equipped with the latest technology to help meet the need 
for a highly-skilled workforce in the manufacturing, engineering 
and science sectors. Facilities include workshops and laboratories 
for hydraulics, robotics, CNC (computer numeric control) 
programming, electrical and electronic maintenance, computing 
and science.

Advanced Technology Centre

“We are absolutely delighted about 
the prospect of opening the Advanced 
Technology Centre. The new campus offers a 
host of new opportunities to our students.

This outstanding resource will provide a 
learning environment where students can 
learn the technical and higher skills needed 
by employers. It’s a fantastic looking building 
that symbolises our ambition for the future 
Tameside workforce. 
We are looking forward to introducing 
current and new students to it in September.”

#VisionTameside

College 
principal

Jackie Moores
said:
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www.visiontameside.com

THE re-development of Ashton Market is on schedule 
for completion by late summer.

When it’s finished, there will be eight kiosks - 
accommodating 13 tenants - as well as 104 stalls. The 
market is being reopened in stages, as areas are finished.

The first kiosk opened in April when Walter and Kim 
Wright cut a ribbon and welcomed customers to Wright’s 
Al Fresco Café.

Sporting a green colour scheme, the café has outdoor 
seating and is selling a much larger range of freshly 
ground coffees, cakes and ice creams as well as burgers, 
breakfasts and toast. There is a loyalty-card scheme 
offering a free tenth cup of coffee for every nine bought.

Walter said: “We’re really excited about being in our new 
home. The public seem to like us and so far we’ve had some 
really good trading days.”

Demolition of Tameside Council’s old offices is due to be 
completed in August with commencement of the construction of 
the new Joint Public Service Centre and Advanced Skills Centre 
starting immediately afterwards.  The Joint Public Service Centre 
will provide space for the Council and its partners including a 
new library and customer service centre.

The Advanced Skills Centre will provide the latest learning spaces 
for Tameside College’s commercial offer. The Centre will provide a 
new and exciting learning and skills centre for students studying 
a wide range of vocational subjects including: hair and beauty, 
hospitality and catering, bakery and confectionery, travel and 
tourism and business skills.

opening for business

End of an Era

In partnership with Ryder Architecture, a series of interactive 
images have been created to enable you to get a better idea 
of how the new building will look when constructed. To view 
these interactive images you can either scan the QR codes 
below on your smartphone or use the weblinks.

Deck Level
http://tinyurl.com/o4y4zpt

Market Square
http://tinyurl.com/nbphxp4

North Elevation
http://tinyurl.com/qzlm4b3

North End
http://tinyurl.com/q2hwg75

Market kiosks
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Droylsden East

Godley (Hyde)Droylsden West

Denton North East

Councillor
Brian Wild

38 Zetland Street
Dukinfield
SK16 4EH

Tel: 308 2685

Councillor
John Taylor

27 Jubilee Avenue
Dukinfield
SK16 5ND

Tel: 308 3471

Councillor
Jacqueline Lane

6 Chancel Close
Dukinfield
SK16 5RP

Tel: 339 1265

Dukinfield

Councillor
Michael Smith

7 Birchwood
Droylsden
M43 7ST

Tel: 371 0765

Councillor
Brenda Warrington

26 Haughton Green Road, 
Denton

M34 7QN

Tel: 336 5693

Councillor
Dawson Lane
6 Chancel Close

Dukinfield
SK16 5RP

Tel: 339 1265

Denton West

Councillor
Leanne Feeley

6 Fern Crescent
Stalybridge

SK15 2RE

Tel: 07773 044547

Councillor
Eleanor Ballagher

191 Mottram Road 
Stalybridge
SK15 2QX

Tel: 07535 898902

Dukinfield/Stalybridge

Councillor
Maria Bailey

5 Woodend Lane
Hyde

SK14 1DT

Tel: 07791 327130

Councillor 
Teresa Smith

7 Birchwood
Droylsden
M43 7ST

Tel: 371 07651

Councillor
Oliver Ryan

134 Stamford Road
Audenshaw

M34 5LA

Tel: 07972 693756

Audenshaw

Councillor 
Mike Fowler

8 Meadow Close
 Haughton Green

Denton
M34 7QD

Tel: 320 0615

Councillor 
Claire Reid
5 Dale View                    

Haughton Dale
Denton

M34 7GA

Tel: 915 2813

Councillor
George Newton

22 Dene Brow 
Haughton Green

Denton
M34 7PX

Tel: 07810 640151

Denton South 

Councillor
Vincent Ricci

19 Hewitt Avenue
Denton

M34 2NP

Tel: 223 0395

Councillor
Denise Ward
41 Broomfields  

Denton
M34 3TH

Tel: 336 6121

Councillor
Allison Gwynne
139 St Annes Road

Denton
M34 3DY

Tel: 336 9331

Councillor
Kieran Quinn

161 Droylsden Road
Droylsden
M34 5ZT

Tel: 292 6493

Councillor
Jim Middleton
2 Heather Avenue

Droylsden
M43 7JY

Tel: 07866 745949

Councillor
Susan Quinn

161 Droylsden Road
Droylsden
M34 5ZT

Tel: 292 6493

Councillor
David Sweeton

73 Tennyson Avenue
Dukinfield
SK16 5DR

Tel: 303 1081

Councillor
Barrie Holland
47 Shelley Grove

Droylsden
M43 7YF

Tel: 370 2481

Councillor
Ged Cooney

28 Parvet Avenue
Droylsden
M43 7SB

Tel: 292 39501

Councillor
Ann Holland
47 Shelley Grove

Droylsden
M43 7YF

Tel: 370 2481

Councillor 
Joe Kitchen

29 Welbeck Road
Hyde

SK14 5PN

Tel: 366 55781

Councillor
Betty Affleck

11 Nicholson Road
Hyde

SK14 4QH

Tel: 366 6372

Councillor
Jim Fitzpatrick
1 Douglas Street

Hyde
SK14 1QF

Tel: 368 8813

For more information contact  Member Services: 0161 342 3021 
www.tameside.gov.uk/councillors
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Councillor 
Helen Bowden

120 Clarendon Road
Hyde

SK14 2LJ

Tel: 285 1225

Councillor
Philip Fitzpatrick

2 Lovell Drive
Hyde

SK14 4DP

Tel: 368 5006

Councillor
Peter Robinson

64 Ash Tree Road
Hyde

SK14 4EP

Tel: 366 1755

Newton (Hyde)

Stalybridge South

Councillor
Yvonne Cartey

112 Whiteacre Road
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL6 2PJ

Tel: 07968 033893

Councillor 
Bill Fairfoull
5 Stalyhill Drive

Stalybridge
SK15 2TR

Tel: 07881 400724

Councillor 
Margaret

 Sidebottom
57 Hadfield Crescent
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL6 8HP

Tel: 07812 520192

St. Michael’s (Ashton)

Councillor
Janet Cooper

Weir Cottage 
Hodge Lane 

Broadbottom 
SK14 6BW

Tel: 01457 763319

Councillor
Gillian Peet
7 Church Brow

Mottram
SK14 6JJ

Tel: 07801 327894

Councillor
Chris Buglass

23A Ashworth Lane
Mottram
SK14 6NT

Tel: 01457 512385

Longdendale

Councillor
David McNally

41 Broomfields
Denton

M34 3TH

Tel: 336 6121

Councillor
Joyce Bowerman
8 Marlborough Close
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL7 0HT

Tel: 339 0954

Councillor
Warren Bray

117 Fitzroy Street
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL7 0HY

Tel: 308 3673

St. Peter’s (Ashton)

Councillor
Lorraine

Whitehead
2 Anglesey Close

Ashton-under-Lyne
OL7 9NJ

Tel: 07773 627794

Waterloo (Ashton)

Councillor
Mike Glover

80 Hall Road
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL6 8QB

Tel: 07973 718002

Councillor
Paul Buckley

6 Malvern Avenue
Ashton-under-Lyne

OL6 8XE

Tel: 07811 215825

Councillor 
Leigh Drennan
75 Avonlea Road

Droylsden
M43 6WE

Tel: 07581 027320

Hurst (Ashton)

Councillor 
Jan Jackson

1 Douglas Street
Hyde

SK14 1QF

Tel: 07581 114517

Councillor
Adrian Pearce
110 Stocks Lane

Stalybridge
SK15 2TQ

Tel: 07845 585209

Councillor
Kevin Welsh
14 Cherry Grove

Stalybridge
SK15 2HE

Tel: 338 3467

Stalybridge North

Councillor
Frank Travis
31 Station Road

Mossley
OL5 9EB

Tel: 07970 456329

Councillor
Jack Homer

7 The Vale
Mossley
OL5 0EE

Tel: 07773 044769

Councillor
Tafheen Sharif
14 Elmwood Park

Stalybridge
SK15 3GB

Tel: 07398 570947

Mossley

Werneth (Hyde)

Councillor
Ruth Welsh
16 Arnold Ave

Gee Cross
Hyde

SK14 5LA

Tel: 07807 911193

Councillor
Basil Beeley

26 High Bank Avenue
Stalybridge
SK15 2SW

Tel: 338 3972

Councillor
Clive Patrick

11 Moorgate Cottages
Carrbrook

Stalybridge
SK15 3NT

Tel: 01457 837786

Councillor
Doreen Dickinson

106 Stocks Lane
Stalybridge
SK15 2TQ

Tel: 303 10201

Councillor
John Bell

20 Arnold Road
Hyde

SK14 5LH

Tel: 074276 23989

Councillor
Andy Kinsey

50 Mill Lane
Hyde

SK14 2DL

Tel: 07932 337961

Councillor
Lynn Travis

31 Station Road
Mossley
OL5 9EB

Tel: 07914 720042

Councillor 
Catherine 

Piddington
25 Downshaw Road
Ashton under Lyne

OL7 9QL

Tel: 07973 804981

Labour  
51 seats            

Conservative
6 seats          
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FROM yoga to afternoon tea - volunteers 
at Ryecroft Hall in Audenshaw have been 
serving up an array of activities to the local 
community for over 35 years. A team of over 
20 volunteers, regularly give up their time to 
deliver sessions, run the café and organise 
fundraising events. 

The community association, described as a 
lifeline to many residents, has more than 600 
members who attend classes and drop in to 
the community café – which is open every day 
Monday to Thursday.

FOR 30 years Mossley Juniors has been about 
much more than sport for local children.

More than 30 volunteers at the club devote their 
time each week to helping youngsters aged from 
seven to 17 get involved in grassroots football.

The committed crew, mainly parents whose sons or 
daughters play for the club but also some former 
players who have been with the club since they 
themselves were juniors, also hope to give the 
children valuable life skills for the future.

Teaching 
life skills

A community 
lifeline

Royal accolade 
for Tameside 

volunteers

Pictured: Mossley Juniors Under 9’s football team

FOUR “outstanding” Tameside organisations have been 
recognised with a Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services.

Mossley Juniors Football Club, Ryecroft Hall Community 
Association, Droylsden Youth Centre and Willow Wood 
Hospice all received the award - the highest possible honour 
a voluntary group can receive in the UK and the equivalent 
of an MBE.

The royal recognition is a wonderful reflection of the hard 
work and commitment of volunteers across Tameside, who 
make a huge and positive difference to the community.

Pictured: Afternoon tea at Ryecroft Hall, Audenshaw
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ProudTameside

DROYLSDEN Youth Centre, the umbrella 
organisation for Droylsden Juniors Football Club 
and  Droylsden Amateur Boxing Club, has been 
promoting grassroots sport for generations.

The organisation is based in the new £1.3m 
Droylsden Community and Sports Centre, which 
boasts its own all-weather astro-turf pitch, in Lewis 
Road adjacent to the Sunnybank Park football 
pitches where home matches are played.

More than 70 volunteers regularly give up their 
time to supporting the clubs and giving local 
youngsters opportunities to get involved in sport.

WILLOW Wood Hospice is 
already close to the hearts 
of the Tameside community.

The Queen’s Award is 
recognition for the 500 plus 
volunteers who devote 
themselves to providing care 
for patients and their families 
and generating the £2.3m 
that is required each year to 
keep the hospice operational.

Promoting 
Grassroots Sport

A charity close to everyone’s heart

Pictured: Civic Mayor Cllr Philip Fitzpatrick with 
Willow Wood Hospice volunteers

Pictured: Boxing club founder Charlie Grice BEM 
alongside Chief Executive Officer Alan Bradbury MBE, 
who founded the centre.
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NEW foster carers are urgently 
needed to help provide loving 
and supportive homes for the 244 
Tameside children currently in local 
authority care.

Tameside Council foster carers receive 
an excellent ongoing training and 
support package as well as an attractive 
allowance.

The fostering team want to hear from 
people of all ages and backgrounds 
who may be able to provide a stable 
and caring home. 

To find out more call 0161 368 8865 or 
see www.tameside.gov.uk/fostering

Why fostering is the

WITH a household of four growing 
boys aged 6 to 19 to care for, 
Tameside foster mum Marie Buxton 
has certainly got her hands full. But 
the 51-year-old would not have it any 
other way.

She said: “I love my job and I couldn’t see 
myself doing anything else now. I don’t 
look at it as work or a chore – it is a way of 
life and is more satisfying and rewarding 
than I could have ever imagined.”

Marie told how she worked in retail 
until she and her husband first looked 
into fostering for Tameside Council nine 
years ago.

“It’s the best move we’ve ever made. Yes 
our lives changed overnight and yes there 

have been challenges and doubts but they 
have been far outweighed by the smiles, 
hugs, warmth and love.

 “It’s a busy house and no two days are 
the same. It’s exhausting but exhilarating, 
you’re constantly learning and it’s never 
boring. I have fantastic support from 
my family and the foster care support 
team and social workers as well as lots of 
training. 

“There is also a wonderful support 
network of local foster carers and it feels 
like being part of a bigger family. I enjoy 
being a professional in what I do but most 
of all I enjoy being a mum and giving 
children a chance in a stable and loving 
home.”

best job in the world

Tameside foster mum Marie Buxton

It’s the best move we’ve ever made
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WELL done to pupils and staff at Cromwell High 
School for making the smooth transition to their 
new temporary premises.

The school has been relocated to Inspire Academy 
in Ashton while their site in Dukinfield is rebuilt and 
refurbished following the devastating fire in April.

Thanks also go to Inspire Academy who are  
continuing to work closely with Cromwell to ensure 
minimum disruption to all pupils education.

CROMWELL
pupils settling in well

FINAL preparations are underway ready for the opening 
of Tameside’s newest school.

The second completely new school to be built in Tameside 
since the borough was created in 1974..

Discovery Academy, in Porlock Avenue, Hattersley, will cater 
for up to 420 primary school pupils and will also boast an 
on-site nursery.

The state-of-the art two storey building boasts a multi use 
games area, nursery and reception playgrounds and lots of 
open space, for hands on experience with nature and wildlife.
Pupils due to start in September have already taken part 

in transition days in the new building and have met their 
teaching staff. Official opening celebrations will take place at 
the start of the new term.

Associate Principal Beverley Oldham said: 

“At Discovery we will have a brand new building on a wonderful 
site which will allow our high quality staff to maximise the 
opportunities for our pupils. 

“We are also really looking forward to working with the families 
of Godley, Hattersley and Hyde to create a vibrant school 
community where every member plays a valuable part.”

Looking forward to opening

The trick to keeping 
safe online
PUPILS have got a new trick 
for sharing online safety 
tips.

They are using SSNAP (Safer 
Social Networking Activity 
Pack) - a card game to 
prompt discussion among 
their peers about the 
consequences of sharing 
certain types of information 
on social media.

A pilot was set up with four 
Year 10 Pupil Ambassadors 
who devised their own 
session, using the game, 
to deliver to groups of Year 
7 pupils. It has proven so 
successful that they are now 
teaching further groups of 
students and there are also 
plans to roll the resource out 
to more schools.
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REGULAR exercise, such as swimming or visits to the 
gym, can reduce the risk of major illnesses such as heart 
disease, stroke, type-2 diabetes and cancer by up to a 
half and can lower the risk of early death by almost a 
third.

We believe Tameside deserves better facilities across 
the borough in order to engage in physical activity and 
improve health and wellbeing. With work now underway as 
part of the £20m investment from the Council and Active 
Tameside, the transformation of our sport and leisure 
provisions will give residents access to some of the best 
sports facilities in the region. 

Work has begun at Active Dukinfield, converting it to 
iTRAIN Gym - a brand new state-of-the-art gym with over 
150 stations, 4 exercise studios, iPLAY Zone and Café 
opening in autumn.

A new 25m pool at Hyde will open next year with 
Tameside’s new Wellness Centre based in Denton due to 

open in 2018. The Wellness Centre, which is the centrepiece 
of the £20m investment,  will include a ten-pin bowling 
alley, a swimming pool with spectator area as well as a 
learner’s pool, a 60 station gym suite, exercise studios, soft 
play, multi-sensory suite, a café, consulting rooms and 
space for partners and community groups.

The investment also includes a programme of repairs to 
replace the synthetic pitch surfaces, repair drainage and 
upgrade the AstroTurf panels at Active Copley, replace the 
roof at Active Medlock and replace the wave machine at 
Active Hyde.

Tameside Council Leader, Cllr Kieran Quinn, said:
“This is a very exciting time for sports and leisure in our 
borough.

Within the next few years we’ll have greatly expanded the 
number of top-quality sports facilities in Tameside. By doing 
so we’ll be giving residents every chance to get active and 
improve their health.”

Artists impression

State-of-the-art facilities for a more

Active Tameside
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State-of-the-art facilities for a more

Active Tameside
SKY HIGH ADVENTURE at Active Medlock in 
Droylsden opened its doors 12 months ago and has 
been providing active days out for families from 
Tameside and beyond. 

Visitors can take part in a range of high-flying, indoor 
climbing activities for all ages. There is also a soft play 
area, a large multi-use activity room, party rooms and 
café.

The centre also caters for schools, young people and 
adults with a disability or additional needs, corporate 
team building, youth groups and parties.

Sky High Adventure is located at Active Medlock, 
Gardenfold Way, Droylsden, M43 7XU.

LOOK OUT for Total Adrenaline, due to open its doors this 
autumn. 

The attraction, at the site previously known as Active 
Longdendale, will be home to the borough’s first ever 
trampoline park including obstacle arena, laser quest, iPLAY 
Zone (soft play centre) and café.

Get the
adrenaline rush...



Commemorations
TAMESIDE showed its pride in its service men and women on 
25 June when Victoria Park, Denton, was the setting for the 
annual celebration of Armed Forces Day.

The event, organised by Tameside Council Cultural Service and 
part-funded by the Ministry of Defence, featured live music and 
there was a huge range of free family-friendly activities, including 
a climbing wall, archery, face-painting and balloon modelling.

One of its most moving points came when Paul Broadhurst, 
Albert Taylor and 99-year-old George Watkins read powerful self-
penned poems about service and the two world wars.

As part of wider, ongoing work on the 2016 ‘honouring our fallen’ 
pledge, the Council has been working with TASC (the Tameside 
Armed Services Community) which was formed as a borough 
wide commitment to the Armed Service Covenant, supporting 
ex-service members living in Tameside. 

A regular newsletter called Signal has been launched, and ex-
forces members created a giant spaceman which they carried 
through the streets at the Manchester Day Parade.

TASC played a full part in the events to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the Somme.

They researched soldiers from each of the borough’s nine towns 
who fought in the offensive for an exhibition at Tameside Local 
Studies and Archives Centre, and attended the centenary events 
in Heaton Park, Manchester, on 1 July.

They joined hundreds of others in designing commemorative 
memory tiles for inclusion in the Path of the Remembered.

The Bridge View Café at Portland Basin Museum, Ashton, has 
started hosting monthly veterans’ breakfasts which have proved 
very popular. 
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Veterans and Armed Forces

Pictured: TASC created a giant spaceman which they carried 
through the streets at the Manchester Day Parade on June 19.
The Annual Armed Forces Day celebration in Victoria Park, 
Denton on 25 June, war veteran George Watkins, 99, shares his 
powerful poetry.

TAMESIDE ARMED
SERVICES

COMMUNITY

TASC
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THE new state pension has been introduced for people who reached state pension age on 
or after 6 April, 2016. There is full information at www.gov.uk/yourstatepension where 
you can find out your state pension age and get a personalised statement.

Who’s affected?

Men born on or after 6 April, 1951, and women born on or after 6 April, 1953. 

How much will you get?

If you qualify for the new state pension you will get at least as much based on your own National 
Insurance (NI) record to 6 April, 2016, as you would have received under the old system, provided you 
meet the minimum 10-year qualifying period.

The amount you get will mainly depend on your NI record. The full weekly rate of the new state pension is 
£155.65 (2016/17).

Your starting amount could be more than the full rate if you have not been contracted out of additional 
state pension for significant periods. The amount above full rate would come as a protected payment.

If you have less than the full rate as a starting amount you may be able to boost future state pension 
income by continuing to work and pay NI contributions, or by adding extra years to your NI record.

Contracting out

Most people have been contracted out of the additional state pension during their careers. When the new 
state pension was introduced on 6 April, contracting out ended.

The qualifying years on your NI contribution record, up to and including the 2015/2016 tax year, are used 
to work out how much state pension you would get under the rules of:

 •  The new scheme that started in April, which is based on 1/35th of the full rate of the new state 
pension for each qualifying year, up to a maximum of 35 years.

 •  The old state pension scheme. This has two parts – basic, based on 1/30th of the full rate of 
basic state pension for each qualifying year, up to a maximum of 30, and additional state 
pension based on earnings.

A deduction may be made to these amounts for periods you were contracted out of the additional state 
pension before 6 April, 2016. This is because if you were contracted-out of SERPS or the state second 
pension you either paid NI at a lower rate or some of your NI contributions went towards a private 
pension instead of the additional state pension.

If you were in a contracted-out pension scheme, ask your employer about how this will affect you.

The new state pension:
what the changes mean for you

PENSION Wise is a government service set up to help people 
understand their pension options. It offers free, impartial 
guidance to help you make informed decisions. If you would 
like an appointment call 0161 830 2070. 



What’s on in Tameside
2 August
Flora Walk
Spend a relaxing 
evening in close study 
of the local flora. Meet 
7.30pm in layby 
opposite Royal George 
Hotel, Manchester 
Road, Greenfield.

Jolly Holidays
Artist-led craft activities 
for youngsters. £1 per 
child. 11am to 3pm 
at Portland Basin 
Museum, Ashton.

Wild and Wonderful 
Woods
Try some den-building 
on this family outdoor 
day, or get creative 
with nature or join our 
friends at Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust for some 
forest school activities.
1 to 3pm in Cheetham 
Park, Park Street, 
Stalybridge.

3 August
Meet Tommy Atkins
Find out first-hand 
about the conditions 
British soldiers had to 
endure on the First 
World War Western 
Front. 11am to 3pm 
at Portland Basin 
Museum, Ashton.

4 August
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

7 August
Discover Hyde Park
Explore Hyde Park on 
a short walk, then take 
part in a family treasure 
hunt. 1pm at Bayley 
Hall.

Kids in the 
Environment
If you’re aged seven to 
12 and enjoy fun, forest 
activities and learning 
about the countryside, 
KITE is for you. 10am to 
noon at Park Bridge 
Heritage Centre. 

9 August
Flora Walk
Spend a relaxing 
evening in close study 
of the local flora.
Meet 7.30pm in 
Quarry car park, 
Werneth Low Road, 
top of Joel Lane, Gee 
Cross.

Wet Wellie Walk
Splash through the 
streams of the Brushes 
Valley. Wellies essential. 
1pm at Oakgates car 
park, Hartley Street, 
off Huddersfield Road, 
Millbrook. 

Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

10 August
Meet Tommy Atkins
See 3 August

11 August
Hoot, Screech and 
Tweet
Meet the birds of prey 
and watch the flying 
display. Follow a bird 
trail and get crafty with 
feathers. Noon to 3pm 
in Hyde Park.

Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

14 August
Walking on Glass
A three-mile stroll 
around a once-
industrial area now rich 
in wildlife. Meet 1pm 
in bottom car park, 
bottom of Apethorn 
Lane, Hyde.

16 August
Going Native
On a family outdoor 
day, put on war paint 
and make bows and 
arrows, a feathery 
headdress and dream 
catchers. Noon to 3pm 
at Lymefield Broad 
Mills, off Lower Market 
Street, Broadbottom.

Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

17 August
Meet Tommy Atkins
See 3 August

Outdoor Summer family Theatre 2016Outdoor Summer Family Theatre 2016
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4 August
Alice through the Looking 
Glass
Join us for Pendle Productions’ 
fun-filled musical adaptation 
of Lewis Carroll’s classic story. 
11am in Hyde Park and 
2.30pm at the open-air 
theatre in Mossley Park.

11 August
Tom Sawyer
Pendle Productions’ family-
friendly adaptation of a 
classic tale about a young boy 
growing up in the American 
Deep South. 11am at Active 
Medlock, Gardenfold Way, 
Droylsden; and 2.30pm in 
Dukinfield Park.

18 August
The Water Babies
Pendle Productions’ adaptation 
of Charles Kingsley’s famous 
story. 11am in Cheetham 
Park, Stalybridge, and 
2.30pm in Ryecroft Hall Park, 
Audenshaw.

25 August
Treasure Island
Pendle Productions’ adaptation 
of Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
classic pirate story, complete 
with Long John Silver. 11am 
in Victoria Park, Denton, and 
2.30pm at King George V 
Playing Fields, Ashton.



For more information, please visit  www.tameside.gov.uk/culture

18 August
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August 

21 August
Access the Moors
A very strenuous 10-
mile walk across open 
moorland to Alphin 
Pike. Meet 10am at 
Castle Clough car 
park, Buckton Vale 
Road, Carrbrook.

23 August
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

24 August
Going Batty
A family-friendly walk 
to search the night sky 
for bats. Meet 7.45pm 
at Lymefield Broad 
Mills, off Lower Market 
Street, Broadbottom.

Meet Tommy Atkins
See 3 August

25 August
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

28 August
Bird Walk
Discover some of the 
local birdlife on this 
easy and relaxing 
stroll. Meet 10am at 
Park Bridge Heritage 
Centre.

29 August
Bank Holiday Special
Join us for a free craft 
activity. 11am to 3pm 
at Portland Basin 
Museum, Ashton.

Let’s Go Exploring
On a family outdoor 
day, join us by the canal 
on a hunt for mini-
beasts. Create your own 
crazy critter. 11am to 
3pm at Portland Basin 
Museum.

30 August
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

31 August
Meet Tommy Atkins
See 3 August

1 September
Jolly Holidays
See 2 August

3 September
24-hour Play Festival
Six writers, six directors 
and 24 actors produce 
six plays from scratch 
in 24 hours. The clock 
starts at 10pm on 
Friday. See the results 
on Saturday. 7.30pm at 
the Festival Theatre, 
Corporation Street, 
Hyde.

4 September
By Highland Church
A moderate 11-mile 
ramble through the 
woods and over the 
moors to the heights 
of Tameside. 10am at 
Lymefield Broad Mills, 
off Lower Market 
Street, Broadbottom.

Kids in the 
Environment
If you’re aged seven to 
12 and enjoy fun, forest 
activities and learning 
about the countryside, 
KITE is for you. 10am to 
noon at Park Bridge 
Heritage Centre.

7 September
Study the night sky 
for pipistrelles and 
daubentons. Meet 
7.30pm at Park Bridge 
Heritage Centre.

8 to 11 
September
Heritage Open Days
Venues all over 
Tameside.

9 September
Two Canals and a River
Walk along the Ashton 
Canal, take the train 
from Guide Bridge to 
Woodley, and return 
along the Peak Forest 
Canal and River 
Tame. Meet 10.30am 
at Portland Basin 
Museum car park, 
Ashton.

10 September
Heritage Weekend 
Special
Canal walks, boat 
trips and all things 
watery. 11am to 3pm 
at Portland Basin 
Museum, Ashton.

Millbrook Heritage 
Trail
Discover how water 
played an important 
role in the history and 
growth of Millbrook 
on this two-mile 
walk. Meet 1pm at 
Oakgates car park, 
Hartley Street, off 
Huddersfield Road, 
Carrbrook.

Water Water 
Everywhere
A Seven-mile walk 
around the four 
reservoirs of Brushes 
and Swineshaw. Meet 
11am in layby on 
Hobson Moor Road, 
Mottram.

18 September
We’re Going on a Boar 
Hunt
A seven-mile moderate 
walk in the Ogden 
valley and across Boar 
Flat. Meet 10am in 
car park opposite St 
Mary’s Church, Market 
Street, Hollingworth 
(100 yards past the 
Gun Inn).

21 September
Tameside History Club
A historical look 
at Cockbrook with 
Tameside History 
Forum. 2pm at 
Tameside Local 
Studies and Archives 
Centre, Cotton Street, 
Ashton.

25 September
Cown Edge Walk
Enjoy this popular 12-
mile walk with grand 
views, old stories and 
lots of fresh, hill-country 
air. Meet 10am at 
Lower Higham Visitor 
Centre, Higham Lane, 
Gee Cross. 

Exhibitions
The Collectors’ World: 
(Until February)
People collect all sorts 
of things, from stamps 
and stickers to plants 
and butterflies. This 
exhibition looks at what 
people collect and why 
and how they ended up 
in Tameside’s museum 
collection.
Portland Basin 
Museum, Portland 
Place, Ashton,
OL7 0QA.
................................................
Open Art: 
(Until 8 October)
The borough’s amateur 
artists take centre stage 
as the ever-popular 
Open Art exhibition 
returns.
Tameside Central Art 
Gallery, Old Street, 
Ashton, OL6 7SG.
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 Setting up a Child Minding Business 
 Playwork 
 Early Years Educator (EYE) 
 Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools 
 Forest School Leader 

 

University 
Courses 
At Ashton Sixth Form College 
 
 
 PGCE - Primary (School Direct) 
 PGCE - Secondary (various subjects, School Direct) 
 PGCE - Post-Compulsory Education and Training 
 Certificate in Education - Post-Compulsory Education and Training                                             
 Foundation Degree in Education 
 BA (Hons) in Education  
 Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies 
 BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Studies  
 Foundation Year Art and Design 
 Foundation Year Health and Social Care  
 HND Media Production 

 Functional Maths 
 Functional English 
 GCSE Maths 
 GCSE English 
 GCSE Science 

 

Information and Enrolment Evenings  
Wednesday 31st August| 5pm - 7pm 

Wednesday 7th September| 5pm - 7pm 

www.asfc.ac.uk | 0161 666 8215 | adulted@asfc.ac.uk 

 

Adult 
Education 
At Ashton Sixth Form College 

www.asfc.ac.uk | 0161 666 8215 | adulted@asfc.ac.uk 


