Application of Part L to Conservatories
attached to existing dwellings

Introduction

The introduction of the new Part L has caused
Building Control Bodies and industry difficulties
in deciding what constitutes a conservatory in
order to be exempt from making a Building
Regulations application. The definition of a
conservatory previously contained in AD L1B of
the April 2006 edition is no longer included in the
2010 Approved Document.

This best practice note is intended to provide
guidance that will promote a consistent
approach to defining what a conservatory is, for
the purposes of being considered exempt from
the need to make a Building Regulations
application.

What is a conservatory?

To establish whether the conservatory extension is
mainly exempt, we must look to Class 7
of Schedule 2 to the Building Regulations 2010.
This tells us that in order to be exempt it must:

e be at ground level

» not exceed 30m? floor area

¢ be thermally separated from the building it is
attached to

¢ have an independent heating system from the
main building
¢ have glazing meeting Part N in critical zones.

The question now arises as to what constitutes
a conservatory as opposed to any other type of
extension.

In the absence of a specific definition in the
Building Regulations of a conservatory, reference
can be made to dictionary definitions which give a
variety of options as to the description and
purpose of a conservatory.

A common factor in many descriptions is of a
glazed structure often used for growing plants,
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and sometimes reference is made to it being an
extension, but there is no indication as to the
amount of glazing that should exist for the
structure to be considered as a conservatory. It
must also be borne in mind that at no point do the
regulations stipulate what the space should be
used for, albeit various uses are suggested in
dictionary descriptions.

In the vast majority of situations these structures
are built as a form of living extension to homes,
with in many instances ancillary heating provided
for those times when it is occupied.

In the interest of national consistency of
interpretation, the guidance on levels of glazing
contained in the superseded Approved Document
L1B 2006 still gives a valid basis for a decision. In
other words an ‘exempt conservatory’ should:

e have at least 50% of external wall area formed
from translucent materials (not including walls
within 1 metre of boundary?*)

e have at least 75% of roof area formed from
translucent materials

e be at ground level

¢ be effectively thermally separated™ from the
main part of the dwelling.

But after establishing a fit with the exempt criteria
of Schedule 2 class 7 it must be remembered that
Regulation 9 still enables control under
Requirement P1 (electrical safety), G1 (cold water
supply) and G3(2) and (3) (hot water systems)
if they are applicable.

Approved Document L1B

The exemption status for conservatories is slightly
complicated by virtue of Paragraph 3.16 of
Approved Document L1B which removes
exemption if the heating system of the dwelling is

extended into the conservatory.
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The removal of such exemption should only apply
control in relation to requirement L1 -
Conservation of fuel and power. In this way an
owner would be required to submit a Building
Regulation application but control would be
restricted to demonstrating compliance with
Part L only.

In such cases the extent of control will depend on
whether the conservatory’s heating system has
independent temperature and on/off controls**.
If it has, there is no limit on the area of glazing, but
all glazed and solid elements should meet the
thermal performance specified in Tables 1 and 2 to
L1B and the heating system should comply with
the Domestic Services Compliance Guide 2010.

If independent control is not provided then the
limits on glazed area in L1B section 4 apply in
addition to the above.

Conclusion

Legislation and guidance on this subject leaves
room for interpretation, hence a potential for
variance in application between local authorities
around the country can arise.

Adoption of this guidance will serve to promote a
consistent approach when dealing with
conservatories, this being in our own interests and
most importantly those of our customers.

Definition of conservatory

It is proposed the use to which a conservatory is
put is the choice of the occupier, with the proviso
that should any fitting or controlled service be
installed the definition may well change.

Permitted areas of glazing

The permitted area of glazing to roofs and external
walls is as described above.
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Notes
*There is a potential

for

excessive

unprotected areas where external walls are
in a boundary situation. Consideration for
fire safety as opposed to the need to meet a
specified level of glazing should form part of
the assessment in relation to the permitted
area of glazing in the external walls of a
conservatory. It is considered that where
external walls to conservatories are within
1 metre of an adjacent boundary it is more
important to achieve reasonable fire
separation than to insist upon a minimum
level of glazing in such a wall simply to assist

achieving exemption status.

** Effective thermal separation means that
walls, doors and windows between the
dwelling and the extension are insulated and
draft proofed to at least the same extent as
the existing dwelling’s external elements.

**Independent temperature and on off
control could typically be achieved using
thermostatic radiator valves within the

conservatory.

DA

LABC

Reference code 0001-05-2011

www.labc.uk.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.16667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


