
 
 

 

DIY BIRD WATCHING 

Stalybridge Congregational Church on                          

Melbourne Street closed its doors to the public 

in the 1990s when the church became unsafe 

and too dangerous to hold services. A new 

building was constructed in 1999 on Baker 

Street which church goers use today. 

However the old building may not be good for 

humans but birds loved to use the nooks and 

crannies for nesting as it gave them a good view 

of their surroundings. 

To the side you can see picture’s from the                   

archive. Look at the family of Kestrels watching 

the world go by from a window vantage point 

at the old church. Nesting birds can be seen in 

lots of interesting places and bird watchers took 

this up as a hobby from as far back as the                             

Victorian times when the invention of                                        

binoculars gave people the chance to see                                

animals more clearly. 

Local Studies and Archives 

have an amazing image 

archive, have you ever             

visited it?                                                  

Please do take a look: 

Tameside Image Archive 

https://public.tameside.gov.uk/imagearchive/


You will need: 

Two cardboard tubes 

Coloured paper or paint 

3cm strip of cardboard  

Glue and/or sticky tape 

Scissors  

String or wool 

*If you have you can add 

stickers and other                         

decorative things. 

 
 

 Make your own binoculars and look 

around where you live. Are there any 

nesting birds above your head? 

 Cut a kitchen roll inner into two tubes of 

equal size or use two toilet roll tubes. 

 Paint or add coloured paper to each tube 

to make your finished binoculars stand out. 

 Stick the two tubes together with glue 

making sure they are level with each other. 

*TOP TIP you might find it easier to run a piece 

of tape around the tubes, keeping them                            

together this way. 

 Wrap a piece of card round the two tubes 

for strength and glue/stick in place. 

 Use stickers or crayons to decorate the                             

binoculars. 

*next page. Optional binocular strap. 
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 Optional. If you would like to add a strap. 

 Make a hole at the top of each tube                      

*TOP TIP you might need a grown up to 

help. 

 Thread some wool or string through one 

hole and tie the end with a knot. 

 Thread the other end of the string through 

the other hole and tie to make a strap for 

your binoculars.  

 Make sure the string is long enough to put 

over your head.                                                           

*TOP TIP you might need a grown up to 

help. 
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