MAKE

A TOY PARACHUTE
We loved making this parachute and learning about how
it works, about gravity and air resistance. This is a great
outdoor activity and simple to make!
You will need: Carrier bag (or a bin bag) string, hole punch and scissors. Permanent pens if you want to
decorate. Another option is to make with a paper coffee filter, pens and pencils to decorate.


Cut 4 pieces of string (about 30cm long).



Cut a square piece of plastic bag (about 30cm square). If you cut the seams of a carrier bag you can lay
out and draw your square on using a biro pen.



Once cut out its time to decorate on the inside of the carrier bag if you want, we used permanent
pens TOP TIP. Please note: If using permanent pens, please roll your sleeves up as this pen will not
come off clothing. Try really hard not to get it on your hands, but if you do it will wash off.



Use hole punch to do 4 holes in each of the 4 corners of the carrier bag.



Tie each string to one of the corners of the plastic bag square.



Tie the loose ends of the two strings on the left together and repeat on the right side. You will now
have a pair of strings on each side.



Now tie the string to either side of your toy. The example shows a Lego figure, but you can use whatever small toy you want, perhaps a toy dinosaur or farm animal, just remember for it not to be too
heavy!

MAKE

A TOY PARACHUTE
Now it’s ready to try it out.
With an adult’s help, stand on a chair and then drop your parachute. Watch it float.
Why note try out different toys and compare the items and how they make the parachute fall.
Fun Facts


The first parachute jump ever recorded was made by the inventor of the parachute, Andre-Jacques
Garnerin. Garnerin was an avid balloonist and Official Aeronaut of France. On October 22, 1797 in
Paris.



Gravity is the force that makes everything fall down toward the ground. If you throw something into
the air it will eventually come down.



A parachute has a canopy, which looks like a balloon cut in half. It is very light weight, but covers a
large area.



The artist and inventor Leonardo Da Vinci sketched a parachute in his Codex Atlanticus (fol. 381v), in
about 1485. If you jump from on airplane, a parachute slows a fall down to 12 miles per hour. Without
a parachute, you would fall at 125 mile per hour (much faster!) to the ground.



A parachute was used to help the space shuttle land.

