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www.tameside.gov.uk/                                               
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 This creative workshop will focus on ‘Portraits’.               
Pupils will be able to identify different types of portraits. 
Each will learn new skills to assist them in producing their 
own portraiture. 
Participants will look at and consider facial features and 
the   structure of the face, learning some artists tricks to 
assist and  enable them to draw a face.  
Time will be spent in the gallery focusing on the exhibition 

and looking at the portraits 
on display.                             
There will be further            
opportunity to look at a        
variety of different portraits 
and styles of art, with each 
creating a collaged portrait 
masterpiece. 

Tameside Cultural Services 

“Children are now                               
confident at drawing                            

portraits ” 

PORTRAITS 
Visual Art Workshops  

Suitable for Key Stage 1 - 4 

 



PORTRAITS 
Location: Portland Basin Museum or Astley Cheetham Art Gallery 

Key Stage : Key Stage 1, 2, 3, 4  

A choice of morning (10am - 11.30am ) or afternoon (1pm - 2.30pm) workshop 

Introduction: 
Participants will be introduced to ‘Portraits’. Discussion will centre around What is a Portrait? Do you only ever 
see Portraits of People on their own? or Animals? Group Portraits? What is the person in a Portrait called? Who 
would have a Portrait painted? How do you think the person in the painting is feeling? Why? What kind of person 
is it? If you could ask them a question, what might it be? 
Pupils will be able to identify different types of portraits. Each will learn new skills to assist them in producing 
their own portraiture. Participants will look at and consider facial features and the structure of the face, learning 
some artists tricks to assist and  enable them to draw a face.  
Time will be spent in the gallery focusing on the exhibition and looking at the portraits on display.  There will be 
further opportunity to look at a variety of different portraits and styles of art, with each creating a collaged      
portrait masterpiece. 
 
Learning Outcomes. 
Pupils will be able to identify portraits  and their various types. Also each will learn new skills to assist them in 
producing their own portraiture. 
 
National Curriculum links (art and history): 
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space 
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities be-

tween different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work 
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range 

of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
 about great artists, architects and designers in history 
 
What you will get during the day: 
 Indoor space for storing bags and coats. A space to eat lunch if required. Toilets and lift access.                    
 Professional and experienced education facilitator/artist to lead learning activities                                                            

during your visit. 
 All equipment, worksheets and art materials required  
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During the workshop 

Pupils will take part in creative art activities that include:                  

Activity 1 (10 minutes) Talking Portraits 
Pupils will work in pairs with a selection of ‘Portraits’. Each will select a portrait and discuss 
what they think the ‘portraits’ would be talking about. Participants will make up a conversation 
between the pair of portraits. On completion we will ask a selection of the pair’s to tell the class 
their conversation. 
 
Activity 2 (15 minutes) Photo-fit Portrait 
Participants will look at and consider facial features and the structure of the face. Artists often 
use tricks to assist and enable them to draw a face. Even though we all look very different, each 
person tends to have 2 eyes, a nose, 2 ears and a mouth.  
Pupils will receive a worksheet with facial guidelines in place. They will also receive a sheet of 
features and it will be up to each to decide where the features should fall.  
 
Activity 3 (15 minutes) Feature Focus 
Time will now be spent in the gallery focusing on the exhibition and looking at the ‘Portraits’ on 
display. Each participant, rather than doing a study of the full face, will focus on the individual 
features, for example only drawing and sketching an eye or a nose. Within the time frame     
pupils should complete one page of features. 
 
Activity 4 (30-40 minutes) Abstract Facial Mosaic 
During the introduction the group will have been shown a variety of different portraits and 
different styles of art. We are now going to focus on abstract art and in table groups each will 
create a collaged portrait. Using the gallery based studies produced in the previous activity 
each participant will now draw out their individual ‘feature’ on a piece of pre-cut card. Once 
they are happy each can add a variety of materials and complete their ’feature’. As they are the 
little artists it is up to them how they want to complete.  
On completion each feature will be added to the group portrait. Before the end of this activity 
each group needs to write on the back of their portrait – the name of the person in the portrait, 
their age and something about that person, perhaps some of their hobbies and interests, for 
example – the portrait is of someone called Tracy, she is 73 and loves cats and eating chocolate. 
 
Assessment cues 
Are the children able to identify the different types of portrait?  
Do they understand the structure of the face and the ‘tricks’ that can be used to assist them?  
Are they able to describe the difference between a traditional and abstract portrait?  
 
Tidy away and finish 

Plenary, Questions and Answers: Full Class: Participants to reflect on the experience and make 

comparisons. What have they enjoyed/disliked the most? 

Please note: Activity timings are flexible and may vary. 

Arts Award 

Arts Award is a nationally recognised qualification. Why not let Arts Award enrich your curriculum and support your    

creative learning. Specific workshops and Arts Award log books can be available to 

help you achieve Arts Award ‘Discover 'and ‘Explore’ with your class or groups.  

Please contact our team on 0161 342 4144 for further details or visit  

www.tameside.gov.uk/culture 


