
For more information,                                      
to discuss or to book:                                                    

ring 0161 343 2878                        
or visit;                                                                   

www.tameside.gov.uk/                                               
museumsgalleries/workshops 

Tameside Cultural Services 

 

Participants will be introduced to ‘Trades from Tameside’.                           

Discussion will centre around the Industrial Revolution and 

its impact on the area. This workshop will focus on two very 

important trades from the Borough, these being the Cotton 

and the Hatting Industry. Following on from object handling 

and discussion participants will take part in a felt making 

workshop facilitated by a professional artist.  

TRADES                             
FROM                          
TAMESIDE 

“Hands on experience of 
the 'Hatting Industry'                         

increased learning that 
could not have happened in 

the classroom” 

Visual Art Workshops  

Suitable for Key Stage 1 - 4 



TRADES FROM TAMESIDE 
Location:  Portland Basin Museum or Astley Cheetham Art Gallery 

Key Stage : Key Stage 1, 2, 3, 4  

A choice of morning (10am - 11.30am ) or afternoon (1pm - 2.30pm) workshop 

Introduction: 
Participants will be introduced to ‘Trades from Tameside’. Discussion will center around the                                                          
Industrial Revolution and its impact on the area. This workshop will focus on two very important trades from the 
Borough, these being the Cotton and Hatting Industry. Following on from object handling and discussion each   
participant will design and create their own piece of felt material. 
 
Learning Outcomes. 

Will gain an understanding in relation to their local industrial heritage and its importance during the Industrial 
Revolution.  
Pupils will have the opportunity to handle original objects from the museum collection.  
Participants will learn the felt making process.  
 
National Curriculum links: (art and history) 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space 

 to use a range of techniques and media 

 to increase their proficiency in the handling of different materials 

 to analyse and evaluate their own work, and that of others, in order to strengthen the visual impact or    

applications of their work 

 significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 
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During the workshop 

Pupils will take part in creative art activities that include:     

Discussion (15 minutes):  

Initially we will discuss the cotton industry during the Industrial Revolution. Time will be given 
to discussing the children’s role whilst working in the local mills as ‘little piece’ apprentices.  

When moving on to discuss the hatting industry there will also be the opportunity to try on hats 
from the collection, discussing the different purposes. We will also consider why there were so 
many factories in the Borough and why these factories were unhealthy places to work.  

Further time will be given to handling tools from the museum collection used in the cotton and 
hatting industry. As the objects are from the collection we will discuss how they should be    
handled. Participants will be asked what they think each tool might have been used for and 
comparisons will be made.  

 

Activity (60 minutes) Felt Making 

Participants are now going to spend time designing and creating their own piece of felt. When 
considering design the pupils can have a simple picture, for example a heart or perhaps their 
initials?  

The facilitator will then take the group, step by step, through the felt making process. They will 
be shown the first stage of ‘laying out’ to stage two which is ‘felting’ to the final stage this being 
‘shrinking’. Instructions will be given at each stage, keeping the group working together until 
each has completed their individual piece of felt.  

 

Assessment cues 

Are the children able to identify the tools used within hatting and the cotton industry?  

Can they identify the different needs and uses of hats?  

Are they able to discuss and identify the different materials used during the workshop?  

Can they discuss the different stages of the felt making process? 

 

Tidy away and finish  

Plenary, Questions and Answers: Full Class: Participants to reflect on the experience and make 

comparisons. What have they enjoyed/disliked the most? 

Please note: Activity timings are flexible and may vary. 

What you will get during the day: 

      Indoor space for storing bags and coats. A space to eat lunch if required. Toilets and lift  

           access. 

      Professional and experienced education facilitator to lead learning activities during  

           your visit. 

      All equipment, worksheets and art materials required. 

 

 
  Arts Award 

Arts Award is a nationally recognised qualification. Why not let Arts Award enrich your curriculum and support your    

creative learning. Specific workshops and Arts Award log books can be available to help you achieve Arts Award ‘Discover’ and 

‘Explore’ with your class or groups.  

Please contact our team on 0161 342 4144 for further details or visit 

www.tameside.gov.uk/culture 


