[image: image1.wmf]
Team for Children with Visual Impairments

Mobility and Orientation Skills

Fact sheet 10

Using Escalators with a Long Cane

When using escalators the child with a visual impairment would:

· Approach the escalators with the cane in a diagonal position.
· Square up.
· Check the hand rail to determine the direction of the escalator.
· Step on with preferred foot and if this is on a break move forward.

· Join the feet together on the step and keep the cane in the diagonal position on the step below or above.

· Keep toes up inside shoes.

· When stepping off the escalator, the cane will indicate the end as it is one step in front and the handrail will also start to level off.

· Move away quickly after sweeping.

Alternatively:

When ascending the child can stand with one foot on the higher step which will indicate when the steps are beginning to level out. The child with a visual impairment should then step off the escalator, sweep and move away.
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