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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Tameside Council. This email claims to contain information 
about Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Please inspect the email carefully to verify this is not a phishing email before clicking any links or opening 
attachments. Please exercise caution. Do you trust the person? Does the email look genuine? Were you 
expecting the attachment?  
This message is just a reminder to remain vigilant. If in any doubt, please contact the IT Service Desk or Cyber 
Security Officer. 
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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Asymptomatic testing in secondary 

schools and colleges – reordering test kits 

We have added guidance on reordering test kits and PPE to the 

secondary school and college document sharing platform. Due to 

limited national stock, please only place an order when you have 

close to 2 weeks’ worth of testing supplies remaining.  

Please refer to the published guidance to make sure you follow 

the national testing policy and use your testing supplies 

accordingly. We will provide further information about reordering 

test kits for primary schools and nurseries shortly. 

 

mailto:dfe.information@notifications.service.gov.uk
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-QqN_lFznWdElvOZAsgLa61UMlVaSEZWQVA3RDE1VU05SlVOQVFDNVlINy4u
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jYv0MjFyIIbzgPn_1S10OuRgfrj_b5_P


Support available to specialist settings 

when delivering asymptomatic testing 

If you think that you need additional staff to carry out assisted 

swabbing, or you require general testing support, the Rapid 

Testing in Specialist Settings Guidance has been updated and 

includes information on the support available to specialist 

settings. 

Where schools or colleges do not have enough staff to carry out 

assisted swabbing on pupils who cannot self-swab, additional 

workforce capacity may be available from Medacs. You can 

access this support by calling the DfE Helpline on 0800 046 

8687.  

For general staffing support on your testing site, your local 

National Citizenship Service (NCS) Delivery Partner (DP) may be 

able to provide volunteers. You can approach your local NCS DP 

directly or get in touch with the DfE Helpline for their contact 

information. 

Early years provision over half-term 

Earlier this week we updated the schools guidance however, it 

included an error regarding expectations for early years settings 

over half-term. This will be corrected shortly.  

To clarify the position: schools will close as usual over February 

half-term. Early years settings that usually operate during school 

holidays can continue to remain open throughout and should 

continue to allow all children to attend full time or their usual 

hours. School-based nurseries and other early years settings that 

would typically close over the holidays should close as normal. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952443/210114_School_national_restrictions_guidance_FINAL_14012021.pdf


Education Recovery Commissioner 

appointed to oversee education catch-up 

The government has today announced the appointment of Sir 

Kevan Collins as the government’s Education Recovery 

Commissioner, to oversee a comprehensive programme of 

catch-up aimed at young people who have lost out on learning 

due to the pandemic. 

You can read more about the Education Recovery Commissioner 

and his role in education catch up.  

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 

 

Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 

questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm  

Please listen carefully to all of the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-commissioner-appointed-to-oversee-education-catch-up


Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Department for Education guidance 

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:  

 Guidance for early years and childcare providers 

 Guidance for schools 

 Guidance for further and higher education providers 

 Guidance for local authority children’s services 

  

   

 

 

https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=3%20February%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=3%20February%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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