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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Tameside Council. This email claims to contain information 
about Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Please inspect the email carefully to verify this is not a phishing email before clicking any links or opening 
attachments. Please exercise caution. Do you trust the person? Does the email look genuine? Were you 
expecting the attachment?  
This message is just a reminder to remain vigilant. If in any doubt, please contact the IT Service Desk or Cyber 
Security Officer. 
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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Confirmatory PCR testing following a test 

at home 

Around 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus (COVID-19) have no 

symptoms. By rolling out rapid testing to schools and universities 

at pace we are helping to uncover hidden cases of the virus, 

break the chains of transmission and stopping outbreaks before 

they get a chance to develop. 

Students in secondary schools and colleges are currently testing 

on site – 3 tests, each 3 to 5 days apart – using Lateral Flow 

Devices (LFDs) as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing 

programme. Robust evaluations from PHE and the University of 

Oxford show that LFD tests are accurate, reliable and 

successfully identify those with coronavirus (COVID-19) who 
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could pass on the virus without realising. The tests have 

extremely low rates of false positives. LFD tests taken on test 

sites, such as on school and college grounds, do not need a 

confirmatory PCR test. This is because these tests are done in a 

controlled environment and trained staff read the results. 

If a pupil or student received a supervised school-based LFD 

test, as part of the rapid asymptomatic testing programme, and it 

was positive then they and other members of their household 

must self-isolate. PCR testing is not advised if you have received 

a positive result from an LFD test at a school or college test site. 

If a parent was to do this and it returned a negative result, the 

policy remains that the pupil or student, their close contacts, and 

other members of their household must still self-isolate.  

All positive results from rapid tests undertaken at home do need 

to be confirmed with a standard PCR test. This is because these 

tests are not conducted in a controlled environment and will not 

have trained staff on hand. Following positive LFD test at home, 

a confirmatory PCR test should be booked online or by calling 

119. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the pupil or student and their 

close contacts should self-isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it 

overrides the self-test LFD test (at home only) and a child can 

return to school. 

Ofsted’s new provider monitoring visits for 

further education 

Following the government’s announcement about the return to 

on-site education from Monday 8 March and DfE’s guidance 

setting out what this means for further education (FE) colleges 

and providers, Ofsted has reviewed their face-to-face inspection 

activity in further education and skills providers. Full and short 

inspections will remain suspended for the time being. 

From Monday 15 March 2021, Ofsted will return to carrying out 

new provider monitoring visits (NPMVs) to new providers that 
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have not yet received a monitoring visit. Ofsted consider this 

group to be the highest priority for face-to-face inspection activity. 

NPMVs will be carried out in the same way as before the 

suspension of routine inspection activity and in accordance with 

the inspection handbook. NPMVs will not be carried out on any 

provider that has level 6 and/or 7 apprenticeships provision 

before Thursday 1 April 2021. 

The impact of coronavirus (COVID-19) will be taken into account 

in the findings and progress judgements. 

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 

 

Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

  

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 

questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.    

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm  

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm    

Please listen carefully to all of  the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.    
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Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Department for Education guidance  

  

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:     

 guidance for early years and childcare providers 

 guidance for schools 

 guidance for further and higher education providers 

 guidance for local authority children’s services  
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