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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Tameside Council. This email claims to contain information 
about Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Please inspect the email carefully to verify this is not a phishing email before clicking any links or opening 
attachments. Please exercise caution. Do you trust the person? Does the email look genuine? Were you 
expecting the attachment?  
This message is just a reminder to remain vigilant. If in any doubt, please contact the IT Service Desk or Cyber 
Security Officer. 
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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Shielding guidance is being paused for 

clinically extremely vulnerable people 

The government has announced that shielding guidance is being 

paused. From Thursday 1 April, clinically extremely vulnerable 

(CEV) people are no longer advised to shield. CEV people must 

continue to follow the national restrictions that are in place for 

everyone. 

From Thursday 1 April, all CEV children should attend early 

years provision, school, college, wraparound childcare and out-

of-school settings, unless they are one of the very small number 

of children under paediatric or other specialist care and have 

been advised by their GP or clinician not to attend. 

 

mailto:dfe.information@notifications.service.gov.uk
mailto:janet.perry@tameside.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-QqN_lFznWdElvOZAsgLa61UMlVaSEZWQVA3RDE1VU05SlVOQVFDNVlINy4u
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shielding-advice-for-the-clinically-extremely-vulnerable-to-stop-from-april
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home


CEV students who are enrolled in practical, or practice-based 

(including creative arts) courses should return to in-person 

teaching.  

CEV staff are advised to continue to work from home where 

possible, but if they cannot work from home, they should now 

attend their workplace. 

Where parents, carers, staff, or students are anxious about 

attendance, you should speak to them about their concerns and 

discuss the protective measures that have been put in place to 

reduce the risk and any additional measures that could be put in 

place. 

There is guidance to assist school leaders in actions they should 

take to minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-

19) in their setting. This includes public health advice, endorsed 

by Public Health England (PHE).  

Ofqual consultation on the autumn exam 

series 2021 for schools and colleges 

Ofqual is seeking views on how an autumn exam series for 

GCSEs, AS and A levels should run this year, in a consultation 

published on Wednesday 17 March. 

They are keen to hear from students, teachers, exam boards and 

the wider education sector on their proposals, which include: 

 the autumn series being open to any student who entered or 

who had intended to enter exams this summer 

 holding AS and A level exams in October and GCSE exams in 

November/early December 

 grades being determined by a student’s exam performance 

only 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-coronavirus-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series


 students being able to use the better of the summer or 

autumn grade 

 the use of the normal reviews of marking and appeal 

arrangements 

The consultation follows the cancellation of GCSEs, AS and A 

level exams this summer because of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic. When the government set out its policy on how grades 

would be awarded it also confirmed it wanted students to have 

the opportunity to take exams in the autumn. 

The consultation will be open until Friday 9 April 2021. 

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 

 

Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

  

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 

questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.    

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm  

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm    

Please listen carefully to all of  the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/direction-issued-to-ofqual
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/direction-issued-to-ofqual


Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Department for Education guidance  

  

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:     

 guidance for early years and childcare providers 

 guidance for schools 

 guidance for further and higher education providers 

 guidance for local authority children’s services  
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