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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Tameside Council. This email claims to contain information 
about Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Please inspect the email carefully to verify this is not a phishing email before clicking any links or opening 
attachments. Please exercise caution. Do you trust the person? Does the email look genuine? Were you 
expecting the attachment?  
This message is just a reminder to remain vigilant. If in any doubt, please contact the IT Service Desk or Cyber 
Security Officer. 
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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) roadmap 

From today, the rules on social contact, business and activities, 

and travel are changing as part of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

roadmap.  

Outdoor gatherings (including in private gardens) of either 6 

people (the rule of 6) or 2 households will be allowed, making it 

easier for friends and families to meet outside. 

Outdoor sports facilities such as tennis and basketball courts, 

and open-air swimming pools, will be allowed to reopen, and 

people will be able to take part in formally organised outdoor 

sports. All children will be able to access any outdoor childcare 

and supervised activities. Parent and child groups, for the benefit 

of children aged under five years, can also take place outdoors 
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with a limit of 15 attendees (children under five years of age and 

group facilitators do not count towards the attendee limit). Parent 

and child groups must be organised by a business, a charitable 

organisation or a public body.  

The ‘stay at home’ rule will end, but many restrictions will remain 

in place.  

Please see the guidance on the COVID-19 response – Spring 

2021 (Roadmap) for further information. 

Review of face coverings in schools and 

further education 

In March, we updated our advice on the use of face coverings for 

staff, pupils and students in schools and further education in 

England. We recommended that in settings where pupils in year 

7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn by 

both pupils and adults in the classroom, where social distancing 

cannot easily be maintained. We advised this would be a 

temporary measure in place until Easter and kept under review, 

as with all measures. 

Please see our guidance on face coverings in education for 

further information. 

Ofsted inspection arrangements for the 

summer term 

Ofsted has today set out plans for its inspections for the summer 

term, in advance of an intended full resumption of its programme 

of routine, graded inspections in September. For the rest of the 

summer term, inspection activity will mainly be on site.  
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The plans cover inspections of maintained schools, academies 

and independent schools, further education and skills providers, 

early years and initial teacher training.  

Further information is available in the guidance on Ofsted: 

coronavirus (COVID-19) rolling update and the announcement on 

full Ofsted inspections expected from September. 

Update to guidance on transport to school 

and other places of education: 2020 to 

2021 academic year 

We have updated our guidance on transport to school and other 

places of education: 2020 to 2021 academic year to include 

additional information about how close contacts may be identified 

on transport and the availability of twice weekly testing for drivers 

and passenger assistants on home to school transport. 

Update to guidance for special schools 

and other specialist settings 

We have updated our guidance for special schools and other 

specialist settings to include advice for those who are clinically 

extremely vulnerable and provide information on Test and Trace 

support payments. We have also updated the information on 

lateral flow device (LFD) testing in post-16 settings to reflect that 

both staff and students will now be supplied with LFD test kits to 

test themselves twice weekly at home. 

Subsidised tutoring available from the 

National Tutoring Programme for schools 

All state-maintained schools can access tutoring subsidised by 

75% through the National Tutoring Programme (NTP), to support 

pupils (aged 5-16) who need extra help. The NTP aims to ensure 
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that high quality tutoring is available in all parts of the country to 

disadvantaged pupils who need the most support to catch up.  

Schools can search for approved NTP Tuition Partners and 

enquire directly with providers. This includes specialist provision 

for supporting students with SEND. 26 of our 33 providers can 

support students with SEND including 17 providers that are able 

to support students in special school settings. 

To see NTP in action, please see our latest school story.  

The NTP is running information webinars for all state-maintained 

schools, where you can hear directly from Tuition Partner 

organisations and learn about the subsidy. This week we are 

continuing our schedule of regional webinars to showcase how 

the programme works locally, with webinars for school leaders in 

Cornwall and Leeds. 

Early career framework reforms – 

coronavirus (COVID-19) recovery 

From this September, statutory induction for new teachers will 

change as part of the early career framework (ECF) reforms. All 

early career teachers in England undergoing statutory induction 

will be entitled to 2 years of high-quality professional 

development support based on the ECF. If your school offers 

statutory induction, you will need to replace your current 

induction process. 

To support schools to deliver these changes, the Department for 

Education is offering a range of support. Funded training is 

available to early career teachers and their mentors, as well as 

freely available online training materials to meet the new 

statutory requirements.  
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For more information about the updated guidance and the 

support available to schools, please see the early career 

framework reforms: overview. 

Unsubscribe from the daily email 

You will continue to receive this daily email if you have supplied 

your contact information as part of your formal Department for 

Education establishment record (for example, in get information 

about schools) or you are registered as a team leader in the Test 

and Trace service. 

If your contact information is not held formally by us, you can 

unsubscribe using this unsubscribe form. 

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 

 

Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 

questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.      

Phone: 0800 046 8687   

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm  

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm    

Easter opening hours: 

Friday 2 April to Monday 5 April from 10am to 4pm 
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Please listen carefully to all of the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.    

Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Private, voluntary and independent nurseries do not need a 

UON. 

Department for Education guidance  

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:     

 guidance for early years and childcare providers 

 guidance for schools 

 guidance for special schools and other specialist settings 

 guidance for further and higher education providers 

 guidance for local authority children’s services  
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