
Tameside Cultural Services 

REACHING                   
OUT    

We want to reach out!  
 
As schools return, we look to support each school’s               
efforts to get involved with the rich tapestry of culture and 
creativity within the borough. Tameside Cultural Services 
have been looking at how we can best use our years of                          
experience and resources to support schools. We will link in 
with the Philosophy for Children, as well as the National            
Curriculum, the schools’ recovery curriculum and the Five 
Ways to Wellbeing: Connect, Be Active, Take Notice, Keep 
Learning and Give.  
 
Each month, we will share information relating to our                                
education offer as well as giving further ideas and ways to 
engage with our offer in your classroom. There will be                             
activities from each of the Cultural Services teams and we 
will take the opportunity to highlight one of our site based 
workshops as when we are able to, we cannot wait to                           
welcome you back to our sites and great outdoors. 

Participants will experience a Victorian 

Christmas. Initially they will walk along                     

the traditionally decorated ‘Old Street’ 

stopping under the lamp post to sing a          

festive carol. Each will see our ‘two up, 

two down’ parlour decorated in all its 

splendour and discuss the magical                              

traditions established and brought to                        

this country by Queen Victoria and King 

Albert. Time will be spent sitting beneath 

the decorated tree looking at and                                                         

comparing toys and traditional parlour 

games. The class will also have the                                 

opportunity to make paper chains to                         

decorate the tree and take back to school.  

VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS 



MARVELOUS 
MAPS 

These simple Christmas baubles are sure to                                      
brighten up your house or tree this Christmas! The                                          
best part is that you can make them any size you like 
and use an assortment of colours. You could swap the 
coloured paper for children’s drawings or photos to                       
personalise the bauble. 
 
This is a hands-on creative and shape based activity. Pupils 
will learn, play, build and create using simple shapes                                         
with the outcome being creative – making a 3D paper                         
Christmas bauble and if time allows a 3D star for the tree.  

Tameside Museums and Galleries collections can expand, inspire 
and stimulate a child’s learning and also tie directly with local 
heritage and your curriculum. This activity will get pupils thinking 
about 3D shapes and will also be a super festive activity to get 
involved in.  

Objectives This lesson enables pupils to develop skills: Creative 
thinking, Social development, Problem solving. 
 
The challenge:  
Your challenge is to create the most decorative 3D Christmas              
Decoration. 
 
TOP TIP: If you have a supply of pre-cut circles you could use 
these to make this activity easier to prep and would allow for 
more decoration making. 
 
Did you know?  
Flower garlands have been made since Roman times and tinsel 

garlands in Germany in about 1610, but another form of                                

decoration, paper chains, were first seen in the UK in the 1850s. 

They were used to decorate their Christmas trees.  
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For more information or to 
discuss please email:                
portland.basin@tameside.gov.uk    

or visit;                                                                   
www.tameside.gov.uk/                                               
museumsgalleries/workshops 

mailto:portland.basin@tameside.gov.uk


Step 1: Cut out 8 small circles of equal size (you can 

have as many circles as you like). Choose at least 2 

different colours. Here we have used red and green. 

You might ask the children to decorate some paper and use that 

or try wrapping paper or family photos!  

Step 2: If you are wanting to add decoration and drawings to 

the circles do this now before the next step. 

Step 3: Carefully fold each circle in half so that a crease forms. 

Step 4: Glue the back of one green half circle to a red half circle. 

Repeat with all the circles.  

Step 5: Using glue, carefully attach the double circles to another 

circle.  

Step 6: Repeat this process, until all the circles are joined to 

make a flared sphere with a slim hole through the centre.  

Step 7: Tie a bead to one end of a piece of string. * If you do not 

have beads, before you glue the final circles together you can 

tape the string to the inside of the circles and then fully glue                   

together forming the bauble. 

Step 8: Thread the string through the centre of the sphere. The 

bead should rest at the bottom of the bauble.  

Step 9: If you have beads thread a couple of decorative beads 

through the top string, then tie them off at the top of the bauble. 

The bauble should now be held tight by beads on either side of 

the string. *If you do not have beads then when you tape the 

string inside, tie the string to form a loop and thread this through 

the bauble, allowing enough at the top to be used to loop and 

hang on your tree. You may want to tie and extra knot in the 

string at the top of the paper bauble to hold the thread in place. 

Voila! Your handmade Christmas bauble is done!  

 

Step by step photo instructions overleaf.  

You will need: 

Paper in two contrasting 
colours, pencil, felt tip 
pens, scissors, glue and 
any thing you have for                  
decoration (glitter?). 
Optional:                                                  
Yellow card (for star).  

MARVELOUS 
MAPS 

Tameside Cultural Services 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0013NVA7K/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0013NVA7K&linkCode=as2&tag=buggyandbuddy-20


Remember you can use 
whatever colours you 
want and draw on the                  
circles to decorate. 
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Step by Step photo instructions. 

Step 1:                                                 Step 2: 

Step 7:                                                 Step 8: 

Step 5:                                                 Step 6: 

Step 3:                                                 Step 4: 
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circle template (7.6cm). Photocopy on different coloured paper 



Resources 

Images of toys 

Paper 

Pen or pencil 

Your imagination! 

National Curriculum links 

Art and design programmes of study 

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught: 

to use a range of materials creatively to design and make                           

products. 

to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their 

ideas, experiences and imagination. 

to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using             

colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 

about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and similarities between different              

practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught: 

To develop their techniques, including their control and their use 

of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 

awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

Pupils should be taught:  

to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for ex-

ample, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

about great artists, architects and designers in history.  

 

Extension activity on the next page: Make a 3D Star. 
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Extension:  

 
Shining Star: Add some more sparkle to your tree with 

this brilliant 3-D design. 

What to do: Use the template (found below) and cut out, 

you will need 2 stars. Trace around the template onto yellow 

card and cut both stars out. Cut slits in stars. One slit needs 

to be from the top of the star to the mid way point and on 

the other star you need to cut the slit from bottom up to the 

mid way point of the star. Lay stars flat, and decorate the 

outside edge of each with glitter glue; let dry. Flip stars over 

and repeat on the other side. Once dry, slide one star into 

the slit of the other star. Secure with glue. To create a loop 

for hanging, fold a piece of ribbon in half, and glue ends to 

either side of the star?  
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You will need: 

Star template, yellow 
card, pencil, scissors,        
gold glitter glue, gold                  
ribbon or string and glue. 
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Cut your two stars out and add the slits—one slit to the top, on the other star                                                                                       

from the bottom. 
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Star template  


