
For more information,                                      
to discuss tailored sessions                                    

or to book,                                                    

ring 0161 342 4144                       
Lesley.bardsley@tameside.gov.uk                                                                       

or visit                                                                    
www.tameside.gov.uk/countryside/

education 

Tameside Cultural Services 

“School field trips                      

enrich the curriculum                                                                              

by providing first hand 

experiences.” 

Outdoor Education in and                 
around Tameside’s countryside.  

PLANTS                               
&  LIVING THINGS   

 

Suitable for Key Stage 1, 2. 

 

This  full day session will be a chance for younger pupils to discover 

and investigate the natural world. We will be looking at                                

identifying some plants and trees and comparing the differences 

between things that are living and dead and things that have never 

been alive. Pupils will be able to use simple scientific  equipment, 

identify, classify and record a variety of creatures they will find in 

different habitats on land and in                  

water around the countryside site at 

Park Bridge. Sessions can be tailored 

to suit individual school                                           

requirements.  

The sessions are led by one of our                                    

experienced Outdoor Education 

Team from our Outdoor Centre at 

Park Bridge.  



 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

This  session will be a chance for pupils to discover and investigate the natural world. We will be looking at  

identifying some plants and trees and comparing the differences between things that are living, dead, and 

things that have never been alive. Using simple equipment ,pupils will be able to observe closely, identify,                 

classify and record a variety of creatures they will find in  different habitats  

 

Location: Park Bridge and the Medlock Valley 

Park Bridge Outdoor Education base,  The Stables, Park Bridge,   Ashton-u-Lyne  OL6 8AQ 

Key Stage : Key Stage  1,2. 

Facilitated By: Outdoor Engagement Team 

This session is based at Park Bridge Heritage Centre, however the days activities will take place outdoors                                                                                                                                                    

in the surrounding area. 

 Aims:   The aim of this programme is to provide pupils with a hands‐on experience of studying plants and animals 
and the habitats they occupy. Pupils will have the opportunity to use field equipment and record data . 

Please note that the session includes walking over sometimes uneven unsurfaced terrain . 

Objectives: 

 By the end of the visit pupils will have had the opportunity to investigate living things outdoors  in a variety 
of habitats 

 By the end of the visit it is hoped that pupils will have discovered that different plants and animals live in 
different places and can be grouped in different ways.  

 

  What you will get during the day: 

 Indoor space for introducing the day’s activities, storing of bags and coats and eating of lunch (weather 
dependent) and use of toilets. 

      Experienced Outdoor Education Visits Leader to lead learning activities during the day. 

      All field study equipment, worksheets, clip boards as required for all activities  

 Full risk assessment of the activities to aid you with your planning 

Drop off point in the morning is normally at the bottom of the hill to the                                                                                                                     

Heritage Centre with a short walk uphill.                                                                                                                                 

( A coach may struggle getting up the final bit of hill to the centre so best to park                                                                

at the factory at the bottom.)                                                                                                                                                                                     

Enter through the big archway gates where our staff will meet you. 

Bright shop                          

activity area. 

Rocher Vale pond  



 
  

Times of session: 

Full day session  to suit the schools transport arrangements but normally anytime between 9.30am                                      
arrival – 2.30 departure. Drop off point in the morning is normally at the bottom of the hill to the                                
Heritage Centre with a short walk uphill.  ( A coach may struggle getting up the final bit of hill to the                          
centre so best to park at the factory at the bottom.) Enter through the big archway gates where our                             
staff will meet you. 

 

 Programme  Activity and purpose 

 

9.45—10 am  

 

 

 

 

 

10am—12pm  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12pm - 12.45 

1pm  - 2.30pm  

  

  

  

Welcome to Park bridge and your education visits leader for the day. Safety briefing and                                               
introduction to the topic, Park Bridge and the days activities.    

We begin by looking at some of our stuffed animals and birds in the centre, discussing their  features and 
habitats.  

 

Fieldwork activity.  

 A walk to our activity area looking at different habitats and some simple plant ID along the way.  

 

Mini beasts hunt 

Using fieldwork equipment, pupils will search for minibeasts in a variety of habitats and using simple ID 
sheets will be able to identify and classify their findings.  

Pond life  

At Rocher Vale (which is a 20 minute walk away) pupils will be able to pond dip and study, record and clas‐
sify the creatures they find.  

If the group want to be nearer the centre, then we will do our bug hunt  in the nearby ‘Bright Shop’ area, a 
5 minute walk away.    

Here we also find a small pond where, although we cannot all pond dip individually, we can help collect  
water samples and study and record our findings.  

 

 

Lunch at the centre or picnic on the ruins. 
 

Let it grow!  Looking at plants and trees  

Pupils have a chance to discuss the morning’s findings, take a short stroll to the bright shop area . the 
group  will  look at identifying some plants and trees and sorting found objects into categories.  

The children can then design and create their own newly  discovered weird and wonderful  living thing                            
and present their findings to the group.  

 Please note Activity timings are flexible and may vary.  

The class will be working outdoors for most of the session. They will need suitable, sensible                                                         

footwear and appropriate clothing.  In the summer, long trousers or leggings are advisable as we may be 

walking through long grass.  

We will not cancel sessions in wet, rainy weather, and as we don't have an alternative indoor                        

activity we are at the mercy of the weather and carry on regardless!  

   

Your contact is:  

Lesley Bardsley                                                                                                           
Tameside Cultural Services, Outdoor Engagement Officer . 

0161 342 4144 

Lesley.bardsley@tameside.gov.uk 


