
For more information,                                      
to discuss tailored sessions                                    

or to book,                                                    

ring 0161 342 4144                             
or visit  

    www.tameside.gov.uk/
countryside/education 

“School field trips                      

enrich the curriculum                                                                              

by providing first hand 

experiences.” 

Tameside Cultural Services 

ROCKS                                
FOSSILS                              
& SOIL 
Outdoor Education in and                 
around Tameside’s countryside.  

 

Suitable for Key Stage  2, 3 

This exciting full day workshop begins with your class        
taking part in ‘Geologist training’. And getting familiar 
with the 3 main rock types.  They will then don their hard 
hats and head off on a short walk, first investigating a                 
local coal seam and testing the soil beneath. Then a stroll 
to Rocher Vale, classed as a  regionally important                                 
geological site. Here we visit the old quarry and see for 
ourselves the rock  formations that shaped the land. Your 
class will find out about different kinds of rocks and how 
they are formed. 

The afternoon sees us  donning 
our wellies and taking part in 
an adventurous rock and fossil 
hunt in the River Medlock,                       
taking  the opportunity to                        
classify our finds.  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

This is a hands on workshop, giving your class the opportunity to investigate real rocks, fossils and soil both up 

close and in the natural landscape.  Your class will become geologists for the day and will study an old coal 

seam and visit the disused quarry site, finding out about the events that shaped the rock  formations we now 

see there.  They will spend the afternoon investigating and classifying  the rocks ( and if they are lucky, fossils) 

they find in the shallow river bed .  

 

Location: Park Bridge and the Medlock Valley 

Park Bridge Outdoor Education base 

The Stables, Park Bridge 

Ashton-u-Lyne  OL6 8AQ 

 

Key Stage : Key Stage 2, 3 

Facilitated By: Outdoor Engagement Team 

Please note that the session includes walking over sometimes uneven unsurfaced terrain . 

Objectives: 

 To be able to handle, observe and describe a variety of rocks, fossils and soil 

 To become familiar with the 3 rock types, Sedimentary, Igneous and Metamorphic and how they are formed 

 To compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple                               
physical properties 

 To understand the processes involved in the formation of fossils and soil  

 To work in a group to undertake practical, accurate investigations  

  

  What you will get during the day: 

 Indoor space in the centre for introducing the day’s activities, storing of bags and coats and                                                

eating of lunch (weather dependent) and use of toilets. 

      Experienced Outdoor Education Visits Leader to lead learning activities during the day. 

      All field study equipment, worksheets, clip boards as required for all activities  

 Full risk assessment of the activities to aid you with your planning 

ROCKS, FOSSILS & SOIL 



    

Times of session: 

Full day session to suit the schools transport arrangements but normally anytime between 9.30am                                      
arrival – 2.30 departure. Drop off point in the morning is normally at the bottom of the hill to the                                
Heritage Centre with a short walk uphill.  ( A coach may struggle getting up the final bit of hill to the                          
centre so best to park at the factory at the bottom.) Enter through the big archway gates where our                             
staff will meet you. 

 

 Programme  Activity and purpose 

9.45—10 am  

 

10.15 -10.45am  

 

 

11pm - 12.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

12.15pm —1 pm  

  

 1pm—2.30 pm  

  

Welcome to Park Bridge and your Education Visits leader for the day.  

Safety briefing and introduction to the topic, Park Bridge and the day’s activities.  
 

Geologist training :  A hands on activity handling rock and fossil samples and learning about their                                  
formation and properties.  

  

Fieldwork activity:  Pupils will don their hard hats and take a walk around the local site investigating a coal 
seam, testing the soils beneath. Then a stroll to Rocher Vale, classed as a regionally important geological 
site. Here we visit the old quarry and see for ourselves the rock formations that shaped the land.                                
Your class will find out about different kinds of rocks and how they are formed as well as contrasting the 
modern day sediments  forming in the river with the ancient sediments, now sedimentary rock in the 
Quarry.  

Lunch back at the centre or picnic on the ruins.  

 

Fieldwork activity:  Pupils will walk down to a shallow part of the River Medlock  at Fennyfield and                                   
investigate the rocks and often fossils found in the River.  They will carry out some practical tests on the 
rocks to help group them together  into  Sedimentary, Igneous and Metamorphic.  It will also be a chance 
to discuss how nearby coal mining affected the water quality and what is being done to improve  it.    

 

 Please note Activity timings are flexible and may vary.  

This is a practical outdoor based workshop and we will continue with activities in all                                         

but the  very worst weather, so please come prepared to be outside rain or shine! 

As the class will be working in the river in the afternoon they will need suitable footwear                                    

(waterproof boots or wellingtons, plus spare socks are advisable)  

Allow for 10 minutes at the end of the session for everyone to change footwear and pack up /collect                               

everything for the journey home.  

If coming by coach, it is advised that the coach picks up for return at Fennyfield, rather than at the                        

Heritage Centre to save time and avoid the walk back to the Centre in wet footwear.  

 

Coach drop off 

Drop off point in the morning is normally at the bottom of the hill to the                                

Heritage Centre with a short walk uphill. ( A coach may struggle getting up the 

final bit of hill to the centre so best to park at the factory at the bottom.)                           

Enter through the big archway gates where our staff will meet you. 

River bank at Fennyfield Bridge,  

Grid ref for activity site: NGR : SD 93401 01788  

To Oldham Road  

Park Bridge Heritage Centre 


