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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Tameside Council. This email claims to contain information 
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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Attendance of vulnerable children in 

schools 

Thank you for the huge efforts you and your teams have made 

during the period of national lockdown to ensure vulnerable 

children are strongly encouraged to attend school. To support 

schools, we have strengthened our guidance on vulnerable 

children with a social worker and emphasised that we expect 

them to attend (subject to public health advice), given their 

safeguarding and welfare needs. Although attendance is not 

mandatory, it is vital that you continue to work together with the 

parent or carer, local authority and where applicable, social 

workers, to explore the reason for any absence.  

 

mailto:dfe.information@notifications.service.gov.uk
mailto:janet.perry@tameside.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-QqN_lFznWdElvOZAsgLa61UMlVaSEZWQVA3RDE1VU05SlVOQVFDNVlINy4u
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


Our guidance also makes it clear that parents and carers of 

vulnerable children who have not requested a place for their child 

have the option to return to that decision and should talk to their 

education setting and social worker (if they have one) to do so. 

Discussions with parents or carers, and social workers should 

focus on the welfare of the child or young person, ensuring that 

they can access appropriate high-quality education and support. 

There may be children and young people who are newly 

vulnerable and may now need the support of a face-to-face place 

now, where they might not have previously. We know you will be 

keeping this under regular review as you check in on your pupils. 

Attendance recording in schools 

Last year, we amended regulations to remove the requirement on 

schools to report pupils’ attendance data for the 2019 to 2020 

academic year, in recognition of the impact of coronavirus 

(COVID-19) on possible attendance. We also advised schools to 

take a proportionate approach in deciding what information to 

include within pupils’ reports and how this data ought to be used. 

In light of the disruption to school attendance this year caused by 

the national lockdown, we will review and provide further advice 

to schools in due course on what to include in pupils’ attendance 

records in reports to parents.  

Updated guidance for schools on 

restricting attendance during the national 

lockdown 

We have updated our guidance for schools on restricting 

attendance during the national lockdown to reflect the 

announcement made by the Prime Minister on 27 January that 

most pupils will continue to learn remotely after the February half-

term.  
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We have also provided further information on the use of lateral 

flow test kits to identify individuals with coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and confirmed that additional funding will be made available to 

extend the catch-up programme.  

Updated guidance for providers of after-

school clubs and out-of-school settings 

We have updated our guidance for providers of after-school clubs 

and out-of-school settings to provide further information on 

remote education in relation to vulnerable children who have 

difficulty engaging in remote education and information on NHS 

Test and Trace support payments.  

We have also updated the guidance for parents and carers 

whose children attend out of school settings making it clear that 

as far as possible, parents should try to limit the number of 

settings their children attend.  

Feedback from the Health and Safety 

Executive spot checks and inspections at 

schools in England and Wales 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) spot checks and 

inspections carried out between September and December 2020 

at primary and secondary schools in England and Wales 

confirmed that the majority had COVID-secure measures in 

place. 

HSE inspectors identified some areas of concern common to a 

number of schools which included social distancing in staff 

rooms, kitchens and canteens, cleaning regimes and ventilation.  

Other issues that they advised on included: 
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 generic risk assessments used, sometimes lacking specific 

detail about the school 

 lack of effective systems for regular monitoring and review of 

risk assessments 

 fire doors being propped open to aid ventilation 

 inappropriate rooms being used for isolating suspected cases 

 arrangements for managing external visitors or contractors 

Additionally, HSE inspectors noted innovative ways that schools 

promoted good practice. These included: 

 use of classroom seating plans to help with self-isolation 

measures 

 a click-and-collect app to purchase food from the canteen to 

reduce queues and avoid crowding 

 brightly coloured floor markings in school playgrounds to 

encourage two metre social distancing during drop-off and 

collection times 

 a year 7 science project on handwashing and UV light used to 

promote effective hand hygiene 

 a video walk through for pupils and parents explaining 

COVID-secure arrangements 

Further guidance on being COVID-secure and information on 

spot checks and inspections is available on the HSE website. 

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 

 

Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 
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questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm  

Please listen carefully to all of the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.  

Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Department for Education guidance 

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:  

 Guidance for early years and childcare providers 

 Guidance for schools 

 Guidance for further and higher education providers 

 Guidance for local authority children’s services 
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