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This is your daily email to keep you updated on the government’s 

response to coronavirus (COVID-19). If you have colleagues who 

would like to receive this email directly, please ask them to use 

this subscription form. 

Prime Minister’s statement on the national 

lockdown position 

Yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that it will not be 

possible to resume face-to-face learning immediately after the 

February half-term and instead hopes it will be safe to commence 

the reopening of schools and colleges from Monday 8 March. 

This is in response to the national public health data and 

pressure on NHS capacity. 

Education settings, as well as students, parents and carers will 

be given at least two weeks notice to prepare for a return to face-

to-face education. 
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Schools and colleges will remain open to vulnerable children and 

young people and the children of critical workers after February 

half-term, as they are now. All other pupils will continue to 

receive high quality remote education at home. This is in line with 

the wider national lockdown measures to help minimise the 

spread of the virus and respond quickly to the new variant. 

Early years provision should continue to remain open throughout 

and should continue to allow all children to attend full time or their 

usual timetabled hours. This includes Ofsted registered nurseries 

and childminders, maintained nursery schools, as well as nursery 

classes in schools and other pre-reception provision on school 

sites. 

Education attendance restrictions are to be reviewed again in 

mid-February when the Government will look at when more 

pupils and students can be brought back into schools and further 

education. 

Read the full statement made by the Prime Minister. 

Updated delivery schedules for primary 

schools and maintained nurseries 

On Wednesday 13 January we confirmed that primary schools 

(including school-based nurseries) and maintained nursery 

schools, should expect to receive a delivery of home testing kits.  

We have now published the delivery schedule for maintained 

nursery schools and provided an updated delivery schedule for 

primary schools (including school-based nurseries) on the 

primary schools document sharing platform. 

These schedules include details of all the fulfilled and expected 

deliveries. If you think you are missing a delivery, please check 

these spreadsheets to find out if there are any outstanding 

deliveries for your primary school or maintained nursery school.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-statement-to-the-house-of-commons-on-coronavirus-27-january-2021
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1X4fLxy6_ppmpmKrv3hT2M6cduAN_GS54


If you have not received your delivery by Monday 8 February, 

please complete the contact us form.  

Guidance for primary schools and 

maintained nurseries on reporting 

coronavirus (COVID-19) test results 

It is important for primary school and maintained nursery staff to 

report their test results, both positive and negative, every time a 

test is taken. Staff can report their test results online through the 

report a COVID-19 test result website, or by calling 119. If calling 

119 to report test results, please state that you are calling as part 

of the primary school testing programme.  

Further guidance on how to log test results can be found in the 

NHS Test and Trace how to guide which can be found on the 

primary schools document sharing platform. 

Guidance for secondary schools and 

colleges on logging coronavirus (COVID-

19) test results 

It is important for secondary schools and colleges to log test 

results, both positive and negative, on your individual school or 

college account on the NHS Test and Trace Log Results website. 

We need to know about all results (not just positive) for public 

health and virus containment reasons. We will also use the test 

results recorded to calculate funding allocations. Where schools 

are part of a multi-academy trust, they should report test data at 

individual academy level rather than at trust level.  

Further guidance on how to log test results can be found in the 

NHS Test and Trace how to guide which can be found on the 

secondary schools and college document sharing platform. 
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Secondary school and college testing 

programme – change to confirmatory PCR 

tests 

The secondary school and college testing programme is 

continuing to use lateral flow tests to identify cases of 

coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst staff and pupils who are 

asymptomatic.  

Following new advice, NHS Test and Trace and Public Health 

England have temporarily paused the need for a confirmatory 

PCR test following a positive result with a lateral flow test in 

secondary schools and colleges. Following a positive lateral flow 

test result taken at school or college, an individual will need to 

self-isolate in line with government guidance, and contact tracing 

will need to be undertaken. It will also be the trigger for self-

isolation payments. 

In line with clinical advice, confirmatory PCR testing will remain in 

place for primary school staff as testing is done at home. 

Ofsted’s phased return to inspection 

Ofsted has published an impact assessment focusing on how a 

phased return to routine inspection activity enables them to fulfil 

the requirements of the Equality Act 2010, including the public 

sector equality duty. 

Routine inspection remains suspended until later in 2021 due to 

coronavirus (COVID-19), however, some inspection activity will 

resume this month for those providers most in need of support. 

 
The information below has not changed since our last update 
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Department for Education coronavirus 

(COVID-19) helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline 

and the PHE Advice Service (option 1) is available to answer any 

questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to 

education settings and children’s social care.  

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm  

Please listen carefully to all of the available options before 

selecting the most appropriate option for your nursery, school, 

college or university.  

Look up your unique organisation number 

(UON) 

If you have not received your unique organisation number (UON) 

for ordering new coronavirus (COVID-19) test kits you can look it 

up using your unique reference number (URN) or your UK 

provider reference number (UKPRN) or by calling the Test and 

Trace helpdesk on 119. 

Department for Education guidance 

Our guidance to support education providers, local authorities 

and parents during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak can be 

accessed using the links below:  

 Guidance for early years and childcare providers 

https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://organisation-number-lookup.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=26%20January%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 Guidance for schools 

 Guidance for further and higher education providers 

 Guidance for local authority children’s services 
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