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Welcome to the spring
edition of the Tameside Citizen

FRONT COVER: Brian receiving his vaccine at the Hyde Vaccination Hub

Cllr Brenda Warrington
Tameside Council Executive Leader

IMAGE TOP: Snowdrops marking the first sign of spring.

It has been an extremely tough winter during lockdown but spring has brought 
renewed hope of life returning to normal with the continuing success of our 
vaccination campaign. I’d like to thank everyone for following the guidance and 
for looking out for each other; it’s Tameside’s wonderful community spirit that is 
helping us through this pandemic. The restrictions have been challenging but by 
working together we have helped bring the rates of Covid infections and deaths 
down – protecting the NHS and saving lives. 

This edition of the Citizen details the amazing vaccination campaign that is bringing 
us protection from Covid. The rapid rollout saw a drive-through Hyde NHS Covid-19 
Vaccination Service open at Hyde Leisure Centre in December followed quickly by 
hubs in PCNs for Ashton, Glossop (covering Gamesley), Denton (covering Droylsden 
and Audenshaw), and Stalybridge (covering Dukinfield and Mossley). It has seen 
the most vulnerable quickly protected, including care home residents and staff, the 
homeless, housebound over 70-year-olds and the clinically extremely vulnerable. 
We have also expanded our testing sites to help prevent the virus from spreading, 
including rapid testing for key workers without symptoms. 

Lockdown has been particularly tough for businesses and children and you’ll find 
details on how we’re supporting businesses through financial support and advice 
and schools with remote learning and free school meal vouchers. There is also the 
support and advice that we must all adhere to and what we can all do to help during 
this unprecedented time.

Also in these pages, we highlight the events and activities that are continuing to 
take place and the people and services that have gone the extra mile and make us 
proud to be part of Tameside.

I wish you all the best for Easter and the positivity the longer daylight hours bring. 
Please continue to support each other and do everything you can to stay safe.
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THE rapid rollout of the Covid vaccine across Tameside and 
Glossop has brought protection from the virus to the most 
vulnerable.
All of the first phase priority groups 1 to 4 – residents and staff in 
care homes for older adults, all those over 70 years of age, health 
and social care workers and clinically extremely vulnerable 
individuals – have been offered the vaccine ahead of schedule.

It’s anticipated that by the end of April all of the first phase 
priority groups 1 to 9, which includes all over 50s and adults 
aged 18-65 in an at-risk group, will have been vaccinated in 
Tameside and Glossop, dependent on vaccine delivery.

NHS Tameside and Glossop Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
worked quickly in partnership with GPs and Tameside Council to 
establish GP-led Primary Care Network (PCN) vaccine hubs.

A drive-through Hyde NHS Covid-19 Vaccination Service opened 
at Hyde Leisure Centre on 16 December followed quickly by 
hubs in PCNs for Ashton, Glossop (covering Gamesley), Denton 
(covering Droylsden and Audenshaw), and Stalybridge (covering 
Dukinfield and Mossley). Vaccinations take place as soon as 
batches of the vaccine arrive.

The rapid rollout was made achievable through strong 
partnership working between the CCG, GPs, Council’s adult 
social care service and care homes.

Residents will receive an invitation to come forward for the 
vaccine at the right time. For most this will be a letter, either 
from your GP or the national NHS, and will include all the 
information you need to book an appointment, including your 
NHS number.

Tameside Council Executive Leader Cllr Brenda Warrington said: 
“I’m so pleased that the main priority groups have been offered 
this life-saving vaccine so quickly, a phenomenal achievement 
that will provide protection from coronavirus to our most 
vulnerable residents. 

“The teams involved have really stepped up to deliver and I’d 
like to thank everyone involved for their excellent and efficient 
work.”

The NHS has a strong record of delivering large scale vaccination 
programmes – from the flu jab, HPV vaccine and lifesaving MMR 
jabs.

For more information on the vaccine, please visit 

nhs.uk/covid-vaccination
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nhs.uk/covid-vaccination

Covid vaccination drive on course 
in Tameside and Glossop

Taking th Covid-19 vaccines currently licensed in the UK does not invalidate the 
fast, as per the opinion of Islamic scholars. Individuals should not delay their 
Covid vaccinations on the account of Ramadan.

Subcutaneous, subdermal, intramuscular, interosseous, or intra-articular 
injections for non-nutritional purposes whilst fasting do not invalidate the fast, 
regardless of the injection content entering the blood circulation. These routes 
are not classed as entry sites that would invalidate the fast. Receiving the 
Covid-19 vaccine as an intramuscular injection, the only route for the vaccines 
currently available, therefore does not invalidate the fast.

TAMESIDE’S HOMELESS have been offered the 
Covid vaccine as part of the drive to protect the 
most vulnerable.
Tameside Council’s Community Safety and 
Homeless team worked with NHS Tameside and 
Glossop CCG and GPs to set up a vaccination 
centre at the community hub, the Town House, in 
Ashton.

Work from the service means there are currently 
no rough sleepers in the borough with just over 50 
people supported into accommodation. They were 
all offered the vaccine, as well as volunteers who 
work with them, with the team and volunteers 
driving people to the Town House.

People at risk of rough sleeping or with no 
permanent address are some of society’s most 
vulnerable and are a big risk in contracting and 
passing on Covid.

All housebound residents aged over 70 who were 
able and consented have also been vaccinated 
against Covid with NHS workers visiting them in 
their own homes.

Protecting the 
vulnerable

Dr Edward Morris, President at the Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists, said: “We want to reassure women that there is no evidence 
to suggest that Covid-19 vaccines will affect fertility. Claims of any effect of 
Covid-19 vaccination on fertility are speculative and not supported by any data. 

“There is   no biologically plausible mechanism by which current vaccines would 
cause any impact on women’s fertility.”

Let’s protect ourselves, our families and loved ones. Please book your Covid-19 
Vaccine appointment when invited. It’s safe, effective and our best protection 
from becoming seriously ill or dying from Covid.

tameside.gov.uk/covidvaccine for more information and further frequently 
asked questions.

Does the vaccine affect fertility?

Can I take the Covid-19 vaccine whilst fasting?



For public-facing keyworkers with no 
symptoms
Asymptomatic rapid testing is available for 
those who live or work in Tameside - who 
cannot work from home and need to come 
into contact with others at work.

The tests are aimed at all key workers 
including health and social care staff, taxi 
drivers, other transport workers, those 
working in manufacturing and retail, police, 
fire, active volunteers, nurseries and early 
years staff, and carers who are unable to 
work from home.

Tameside Council’s Public Health team are 
recommending those eligible and who do 

not have any symptoms attend local rapid 
testing centres to get tested twice weekly.

The Dukinfield Town Hall site will be 
offering tests between 7am and 7pm, and 
The Stalybridge Civic Hall (old Market Hall) 
site 9am and 5pm, both Monday to Friday. 

Eligible key workers can drop in for a test 
at any time, no appointment is needed – 
people are being asked to bring along an 
ID badge or other proof of occupation. Test 
results will be received within 30 minutes.

More information:
tameside.gov.uk/rapidtesting
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www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119
Download for free from the App Store or Google Play. 
For more information visit covid19.nhs.uk

tameside.gov.uk/rapidtesting

TAMESIDE residents are reminded of local COVID-19 testing facilities for those with 
symptoms.
The testing sites are situated at Darnton Road car park next to Tameside Hospital, and at a new site 
which has been set up on the council car park at Beeley Street in Hyde.

Both are available to book appointments for those who have any symptoms of coronavirus and are 
open between 8am to 8pm, every day of the week.

A pre-booked appointment will be essential before attending either site, and these can be booked 
via the national portal nhs.uk/coronavirus  or by phoning 119. When booking a test the walk-in 
option will need to be selected on the national portal.

Both sites are walk-through, and residents can arrive on foot or by car, with parking available. 
Friendly and helpful staff will guide through the process; which should take approximately ten 
minutes. Site staff will have access to translators via telephone.

If you have symptoms of COVID-19:

 • High temperature
 • A new, continuous cough
 • A loss of or change in your normal send of taste or smell
Please stay at home for 10 days and only leave the house to get tested. It’s nothing to be nervous 
about – it’s simple, safe, and confidential and will help protect everyone.

Book a test at:

Tameside Local Testing Sites

PROTECT  
YOUR LOVED 
ONES.
GET THE  
APP.

Beeley Street, Hyde testing centre

nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119

Dave Swallows, Station Manager 
for Mossley & Stalybridge Fire 
Stations has a rapid test

Tameside COVID-19 Rapid testing
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Tameside
Community 
Champions

Supporting a COVID safe  
and healthy Tameside

The Tameside Community Champions network empowers 
residents and workforces with the information needed to 
lead the way in the community. 
Community Champions have a vital role to play and are well 
placed to act as key message carriers and to lead by good 
example, with over 200 registered with the programme.

Tameside Council ensures that timely and accurate information 
is shared with champions to support them to respond to and 
reassure the residents within their community – including 
access to Q&A sessions with the Council Leader, Director of 
Public Health and vaccination programme leads.

Armed with the latest advice and guidance, champions can help 
family, friends and other community members to understand 
the latest facts about the virus and what can be done in order to 
protect one another, and prevent the spread of COVID.

Tameside Community Champions can be anyone who lives or 
work in the community; and those who sign up can get involved 
in as much or as little as they wish - from simply sharing reliable 
information on social media, having conversations with friends 
and family, to putting up posters and banners in the local 
community. 

Examples of projects that have resulted from the Community 
Champions programme include a COVID-19 activity book to 
be shared with all Year 5 and 6 pupils in Tameside schools and 
a Community Newsletter: Age Friendly edition of which 5000 
hard copies have been printed and delivered to partners across 
the borough including Age UK, Libraries, Places of Worship, 
Community Centres, Active Tameside, Jigsaw, Neighbourhoods 
and District Nursing to share amongst the community.

Executive Leader Cllr Brenda Warrington said: “I’m incredibly 
proud of how our community has pulled together to support 
each other through the pandemic – there are so many stories of 
people going that extra mile to help others.”

“We know the most effective way to share information is when 
it comes from someone you know and trust, and becoming a 
Tameside Community Champion will give you the ability to be 
that trusted and informed source.”

“The support of Tameside Community Champions in working 
together to protect and support our communities is invaluable 
– making sure that friends, family and loved ones know how to 
keep themselves and one another safe in the days, weeks and 
months ahead.”

“Together we can do all that we can to make sure that everyone 
in Tameside has the information they need to stay safe and 
healthy.”

To learn more about the champions and to sign up: 

tameside.gov.uk/communitychampions

Become a Tameside 
Community Champion 

Can you help provide family, friends 
and other community members with 
information and support to protect 
them from Covid?

THE council website pages hold a wealth of the latest information about COVID-19; the vaccine rollout in 
Tameside and Glossop, health and wellbeing information, testing and much more. 
Follow the links below to access information on:
Latest COVID-19 guidance: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus 
The vaccine programme, including FAQs: tameside.gov.uk/covidvaccine
Support for businesses affected by COVID-19: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/supportforbusiness 
Testing information including symptomatic and asymptomatic testing: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing 
Apply for the NHS Test and Trace payment: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/tatspaymentscheme 
Health and wellbeing, accessing mental health support: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/healthandwellbeing 
Accessible information: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/accessibleinformation

tameside.gov.uk/communitychampions

Check our website for latest news...

www.tameside.gov.uk



SPRING 2021 I THE TAMESIDE CITIZEN I PAGE 7

As well as testing, self-isolation and sticking to lockdown 
restrictions, following these simple steps could make 
a significant difference in reducing the transmission of 
COVID-19 and help protect the local community: 

Coronavirus can live for more than 24 hours in indoor 
environments. Washing hands with soap and water for at least 
20 seconds, or using hand sanitiser, regularly throughout the 
day will reduce the risk of catching or passing on the virus.

Coronavirus is carried in the air by tiny respiratory droplets. 
Larger droplets can land on other people or on surfaces they 
touch. While smaller droplets, called aerosols, can stay in the air 
indoors for at least 5 minutes, and often much longer if there 
is no ventilation. Face coverings reduce the dispersion of these 
droplets, meaning anyone carrying the virus is less likely to 
spread it when exhaling.

Transmission of the virus is most likely to happen within 2 
metres, with risk increasing exponentially at shorter distances. 
Remaining mindful of surroundings and continuing to make 
space has a powerful impact when it comes to containing the 
spread.

More COVID-19 guidance: tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus

Hands Face Space

Remember:

Self-isolation advice

HANDS, FACE, SPACE

Wash hands - keep washing your hands regularly

Cover face - wear a face covering when social 
distancing is not possible

Make space - keeping 2m distance from those from 
different households

TAMESIDE residents are urged to keep up their excellent 
efforts in lockdown, and to continue to stick to self-isolation 
guidelines, to help reduce high COVID death rates.
The lockdown means people cannot leave their homes except 
for specified and limited reasons, including essential medical 
needs and food shopping, exercise and work for those who 
cannot do so from home. The full guidance can be viewed on 
the gov.uk/coronavirus web page. 

Limiting social contact is key to preventing the spread of the 
virus, driving infections down and reducing the number of 
people who become seriously ill. 

Residents are also reminded that the stay at home guidance is 
different to self-isolation. Self-isolation is what must happen 
when someone has or might have coronavirus, and means that 
they must not leave the house for any reason. 

People must self-isolate immediately if:

  •  they have any symptoms of coronavirus (a high 
temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss or change 
to your sense of smell or taste)

  • they test positive for coronavirus 
  •  someone they live with has symptoms or tested positive
They, along with their entire household, must self-isolate for 10 
days from the first day of symptoms, or if asymptomatic from 
the day of the positive test result. 

People who are notified by the NHS as a contact of someone 
who tested positive must also isolate for the full 10 day period 
even if they do not have symptoms. Receiving a negative test 
does not end the isolation period as a contact. 

It’s a legal requirement to self-isolate on receipt of a positive test 
result or if told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace, and failure 
to comply could result in a fine.

For more information on self-isolation and how to access help 
and guidance: 

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/selfisolation

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus

Let’s work 
together to 
protect our 
Tameside 

community
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A MOSSLEY pub has had its licence revoked for breaching 
covid regulations.
Tameside Council took action against the Billy Goat, Stamford 
Street, for an incident at start of the first lockdown in March last 
year. 

Even though the Government had announced that all pubs 
and bars had to close immediately to contain the spread of 
coronavirus, police found drinks were still being served at the 
Billy Goat with customers gaining access through the back door. 
Staff failed to heed two police warnings.

Given the serious nature of the incident, and their belief that 
the licensee was unable to provide necessary assurances about 
the future running of the pub, members of Speakers Panel 

(Liquor Licensing) resolved that the only appropriate step was to 
withdraw the licence.

Action has also been taken against a Denton pub with a history 
of anti-social behaviour, noise and drug incidents as well as 
covid breaches.

Strict new measures have been imposed on the Jolly Hatters, 
Town Lane. Its hours have been reduced so that alcohol sales 
cease at 11pm and it is closed by 11.30. 

There must be no consumption of alcohol in the front garden, 
door staff have to be employed for specified sporting events, 
and doors and windows must be shut when music is being 
played with no music played outside. The alcohol licence holder 
has to be on the premises from 8pm.

In Stalybridge, Jit’s Super Shop has been given a final warning 
after business compliance officers found it was selling alcohol 
and cigarettes to under-18s.

Tameside Council and the police took action after complaints 
about the Market Street off-licence which CCTV and other 
investigations proved to be true.

The store must now operate a till system which reminds staff to 
invoke the Challenge 25 scheme by demanding proof-of-age 
from anyone who looks under 25, and a licence-holder must be 
in the shop whenever alcohol is sold. No more than two under-
18s are allowed in at any one time unless they are accompanied 
by a responsible adult.

OFFICERS increased visits to supermarkets and essential 
businesses in Tameside during lockdown to ensure that 
coronavirus rules were being followed to keep everyone safe.
Environmental health and compliance officers from Tameside 
Council teamed with Greater Manchester Police in a bid to drive 
down infection rates.

They targeted hot spots in the retail sector, visiting supermarkets 
every day as well as off licences and other essential businesses 
that remained open. Officers have also been responding to 
reports of household gatherings and parties.

Advice and support were given to ensure measures to protect 
people were being undertaken, with Fixed Penalty Notices issued 
when appropriate where people aren’t complying.

Information and support relating to covid restrictions is available 
at

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus

Visits to supermarkets and essential retailers 
increased to protect Tameside

Licence breaches 
lead to stern action

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus
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RESIDENTS are being urged to put the right things in their 
blue bin to help prevent whole lorry loads of recycling being 
rejected at a cost of thousands of pounds.
From April to October 2020 more than 340 lorry loads of 
Tameside paper and card recycling were rejected because 
they were too contaminated with other waste. The main 
contaminants were items such as general rubbish, nappies, 
plastic bags, packaging, food and polystyrene.

This added up to more than 1,600 tonnes of waste and cost 
Tameside Council tax payers approx £142,000  – money which 
could have instead been spent on priority frontline services for 
local residents.

The council is working with Recycle for Greater Manchester on a 
campaign, to tackle the issue and encourage households to be 
more careful about what they put in their blue recycling bin - 
which should only contain clean paper and card.

As part of the Let’s Sort it Out campaign, residents should have 
received a bin shaped leaflet through their door which explains 
more about what can go in their blue bin.

Recycling crews will also leave tags on contaminated bins, 
reminding residents what can go in the blue bin and explaining 
that the bin cannot be emptied while it is contaminated as this 
could lead to a whole lorry load being rejected for recycling.

Let’s sort out

tameside.gov.uk/hatecrime/

HATE Crime Awareness Week ran from 1-7 February to highlight Greater Manchester’s zero tolerance to hate crime and 
encourage both victims and witnesses to take a stand and report it.
As part of the week, Tameside Council launched a Hate Crime Small Grants fund, in partnership with Action Together, where community 
groups can bid for up to £1000 for projects that promote hate crime awareness. The deadline for grant applications is 1 April 2021. For 
more information see www.tameside.gov.uk/hatecrime

Hate crime is hugely under reported so it is really important we work together to challenge it and raise awareness of where people can 
report it and get support.

Hate Crime Awareness

what you recycle in your blue bin

For more information please visit: 
recycleforgreatermanchester.com
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tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/businessgrants

A Hyde greengrocer has been going above and beyond the call of duty 
to support their customers throughout the coronavirus pandemic.
The team at S Wilde and Sons have been working to make sure their 
customers have access to fresh fruit and vegetables, especially those who 
have difficulty getting out or are self-isolating.

Diane Lawlor is part of the team at S Wilde and Sons, which has been based 
at the market for over 100 years.

While Hyde Market was closed during the first lockdown, Diane and the team 
used this time to establish a delivery service for their loyal customers. The 
stall reopened on 1 June and has been open ever since.

Since launching the delivery service they’ve taken groceries to customers 
across Tameside, helping to support those who can’t get about as easily 
during the pandemic.

Marvellous market trader supports 
customers through pandemic

Diane Lawlor

Business
More Tameside businesses now 
eligible to benefit from grants
MORE Tameside businesses may be eligible to apply for grant funding under new schemes, if they have been affected by local 
and national COVID-19 restrictions.
Two new business grant schemes have launched and Tameside business owners are urged to apply if they meet eligibility criteria.

Those eligible include businesses that remained open and trading in August, September, and October but were severely impacted; and 
those that have not been eligible for other business grant support.

Local Restrictions Support Grant
LEISURE, accommodation and hospitality sector businesses that were trading before and able to remain open after local 
restrictions began on 1 August, but whose business was severely impacted by COVID-19, are able to benefit from this grant.
Eligible businesses will be able to access up to £2,100 per 28-day period that they were impacted by restrictions. There is currently no 
deadline for applications. The grant is available per trading commercial Tameside property so a business may receive more than one 
award if they have more than one eligible property.

The initial award of the grant will be available for the period 1 August to 4 November 2020 when Tameside was under local restrictions - 
including Tier 2 and Tier 3.

Any further awarding of grants from 2 December will be subject to additional funding being received from government.



TAMESIDE businesses severely impacted by COVID-19 restrictions may be eligible for the Additional Restrictions Grant, if they 
were trading before 22 October but have not been able to claim the Local Restriction Support Grant (Closed/Addendum/Sector) 
– as detailed below.
Eligible businesses can access one off cash grants of between £1,000 and £20,000 dependent on their number of employees based 
within Tameside premises of their business. The grant is available only once to each eligible business that trades from a Tameside fixed 
commercial premises.

There is currently no deadline for applications although this fund is limited and will operate on a first come, first serve basis until funding 
of £2million is exhausted.

For further information regarding the money available and eligibility, review the grant table by visiting

These new schemes are in addition to the Local Restrictions Support Grant (Closed/Addendum/Sector) which is already in place for 
businesses which have been legally required to close due to local and national COVID-19 restrictions. Eligible businesses can receive up 
to £3,000 per four weeks of closure under this grant.

To review eligibility and apply please visit tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/businessgrants or to request a hard copy application form call 
0161 342 8355.
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tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/businessgrants

TAMESIDE Council is working with the business community throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure they are supported 
with information, advice and support.
The webpage tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/supportforbusiness details all the support available, including the Tameside Employment 
Fund, the Greater Manchester Business Growth Hub, the Tameside Business Resilience Clinic, redundancy support and mental health 
support.

If you have any business questions or concerns please contact

Here to support businesses

Support

employmentandskills@tameside.gov.uk

tameside.gov.uk/businesssupport/granttable

Additional 
Restrictions 
Grant



TAMESIDE Music Service (TMS) has been holding new online sessions 
every weekday to help entertain and educate during lockdown.
The digital offer is suitable for all ages so that everyone can join in and has 
helped parents home-schooling their children. You can watch and join in on 
Facebook Live at facebook.com/Tamesidemusicservice.

TMS moved online during the pandemic to ensure that the borough’s 
talented young musicians can still hone their skills. And their ‘TMS At Home’ 
initiative features live music lessons for children that their family can join in 
with.

To contact Tameside Music Service, email musicservice@tameside.gov.uk or 
call 0161 342 3132.

EDUCATIONAL settings in Tameside have been thanked for 
their hard work in ensuring vulnerable children and those of 
critical workers have been able to access school and settings 
places.
Schools, nurseries, early years educational settings and special 
schools stayed open during lockdown for vulnerable children 
and the children of critical workers.

They have quickly adapted throughout the pandemic to help 
keep their communities safe – from putting protective measures 
and risk assessments in place to working throughout lockdowns 
and holidays.

Remote learning has been in place for children to continue their 
education at home during restrictions.

Tameside Council has worked closely with headteachers and 
unions to provide support. 

Children eligible for free school meals received supermarket 
food vouchers to help ensure they didn’t go hungry over the 
Christmas and February half term holidays.

The scheme was part of a package of measures announced by 
the council to support local families struggling to access food 
and warmth over winter.

The council also used the Government’s Covid Winter Grant to 
support families in need who are not eligible for free school 
meals through the Early Help Access Point. Food vouchers were 
also made available to care leavers and sixth form and college 
students from low income households. Additionally, a limited 
number of food vouchers were made available through Welfare 
Rights to support other households in financial need.

The free school meal vouchers – £20 per week per child for 
Christmas and £15 for February half term - were distributed to 
eligible families via schools and colleges.

Support for vulnerable children, young people and families is 
available at Tameside MBC Early Help or contact The Early Help 
Access Point on 0161 342 4260. Parenting information, tips and 
advice whilst staying in at home with your children are available 
at tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/parentresources. 

Young people can find activities and help at 

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/youngpeople
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Tune in at Home

Tameside schools praised for caring for 
vulnerable and critical workers’ children

facebook.com/Tamesidemusicservice

Silver Springs Primary School



IN partnership with The Worry Wizard® we are delivering a 
programme of emotional wellbeing in our primary schools, 
and every primary aged child in Tameside and Glossop will 
have the chance to become a real Worry Wizard.  
The Worry Wizard Introducing Wellbeing Programme for Primary 
School Aged Children is packed with everything schools need 
to offer their pupils a gentle, fun and imaginative exploration of 
wellbeing.

Primary schools can register their interest in Worry Wizard by 
signing up to the programme at: https://www.theworrywizard.
com/schools which offers lesson plans, assemblies and fun 
activities for schools to follow and materials to send home to share 
with parents.

Children will be led by their school team through an exciting 
adventure that helps them move from worries to wellbeing.  Every 
child will be supported to make their wellbeing shine!

The Worry Wizard supports children and adults to develop a 
shared language to explore worries and wellbeing in school, at 
home and in the community.  

The new programme is subsidised for primary schools and 
compliments the wider mental health in education offer which is 
supporting wellbeing for staff in education, increasing the offer of 
mental health practitioners in schools and building a network for 
sharing best practice. 

Working together will help local children, young people and 
families to be supported at the right time in a place that’s right for 
them, and thrive.

To find out more visit: theworrywizard.com/about

AN ongoing initiative that’s helping children, young people 
and families in Tameside overcome adversity is being 
showcased in a new video.
The informative video has been launched to explain how 
Tameside’s Early Help Panel works and how it can help and 
support even more children, young people and families after 
proving successful across the borough.

The multi-agency panel is part of Tameside Council’s Early Help 
strategy - ensuring that every child is given the best help and 
support, the care and attention they need to thrive and develop 
and for all families to be successful.

It was established in 2018 and consists of a range of Early Help 
services meeting to identify the best course of action and the 
support to be given to help children and families overcome 
adversities. The panel meets weekly to consider all referrals 
assessed at early help level.

The video features professionals who have seen the difference it 
makes discussing the benefits and families who have benefitted 
sharing their experience.

It can be viewed on the council’s YouTube page youtube.com/
watch?v=rnu7-iDC6O8.
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New video shows 
families supported to 
overcome adversity

10,000 new Wizards 
to turn worries into wellbeing

youtube.com/user/TamesideMBC

For more information 
about the Early Help 
Panel, please contact The 
Early Help Access Point 
on 0161 342 4260.

theworrywizard.com/about
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SUNDAY, 21 March, is census day. All households should 
have received census letters with a unique access code to 
allow you to complete the survey online.
A successful census helps to give the best picture of the 
needs of everyone living in England and Wales. It helps the 
Government to understand what society needs now and what it 
will likely need in the future. 

So far there has been a fantastic response, many households 
completing the questionnaire on laptops, phones and 
computers. 

It takes just 10 minutes per person to take part and if you can’t 
get online, there are paper forms available for those who need 
them. Information on how to get them is included with the 
forms everyone will receive.

Operating in line with the Government’s latest covid-19 
guidance, field officers will be deployed across the country to 
contact anyone who fails to reply. They will offer help and advice 
to those who need it but also remind people that their census 
response is required by law.

The 2021 census is the most inclusive yet.  Everyone can identify 
as they wish by using the options available or writing in their 
own responses.

Results will be available within 12 months, although personal 
records will be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future 
generations. 

To complete your census, and to find out how you can get help, 
please visit census.gov.uk or call 0800 141 2021.

What is the census?
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey. 
The information you give helps decide 
how services are planned and funded in 
your area. It looks at who we are and how 
we live. There’s no other survey that gives 
as much information about our society 
and future needs.

What happens if I don’t complete my 
questionnaire?
You could face prosecution and a fine of 
up to £1,000.

When is it happening?
Census day is Sunday, 21 March. 
Households will receive a letter giving 
them details of how to take part. They will 
also receive a unique access code. 

How long will it take?
The census will take around 10 minutes 
per person to complete. It’s easy and can 
be done on a computer, laptop, tablet or 
mobile phone.

How accessible is the census?
Translation booklets are available 
including braille. If your language is not 
represented, call 0800 587 2021.

The help pages at census.gov.uk include 
general guidance, language assistance 
and a wide range of accessible formats 
including video and audio guides. 

Questions & Answers

tameside.gov.uk/census2021

Census facts at the time of the last census…

77,209 
residents were married or in 
a registered same-sex civil 

partnership

11,213

residents travelled to work 
on a bus, minibus or van

1,366 
van drivers

There were also 1,075 electricians and 
electrical fitters and 711 bus and coach drivers.

5,197
 There were 5,197 sales 

and retail assistants 
– the most common 

occupation.

Pakistan (2,010) 
was the top country of birth 

other than UK

219,324 
people lived 
in Tameside



COMPLETING your census form is one of the most public-
spirited things you can do.
Its findings are used to formulate policy at local, regional and 
national levels to make sure services are properly targeted in the 
right places and at the right people.

Run by the Office for National Statistics, the census is a once-in-
a-decade survey that provides the most accurate estimate of all 
the people and households in England and Wales. 

It has been carried out every 10 years since 1801 with the 
exception of 1941 when Britain was at war.

Understanding the needs of the nation helps everyone from 
the Government to councils and health authorities plan and 
fund public services. Findings show where billions of pounds of 
funding needs to be spent in areas like transport, education and 
health.

Charities and voluntary organisations often use the census as 
evidence to get funding. It helps businesses to understand their 
customers. The census also provides important information on 
population diversity, allowing organisations to know whether 
they are meeting their responsibilities and triggering action 
where necessary.

Census 2021 will be the first run predominantly online. 

All households should now be receiving a letter with a unique 
access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on 
their computers, smartphones or tablets.

The executive leader of Tameside Council, Cllr Brenda 
Warrington, said: “It’s actually a legal requirement to complete 
the census but I’m sure people would want to do so in any case 
as its findings will benefit everyone by providing an accurate 
picture of Tameside and its needs.

“The information gleaned makes sure many millions of pounds 
are properly focused on services such as mental health care, 
school places, hospitals, houses, roads and family doctors.”

Although Census Day is Sunday, 21 March, most households will 
already have received letters with online codes explaining how 
to take part. Questions look at sex, age, work, health, education, 
household size and ethnicity.

For the first time, people will be asked whether they have served 
in the armed forces, and there will be voluntary questions 
for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

For more information and advice on how to complete the 
census, visit tameside.gov.uk/census2021

If you don’t have access to a computer or smartphone, or 
just don’t have the confidence to fill in a census form online, 
Tameside Council is offering free census support.
Call 0161 342 2031 from Monday, 1 March, to make an 
appointment to speak to a friendly adviser who will take you 
through the process and provide assistance.

If restrictions allow, you’ll be able to book a face to face covid 
safe meeting with an adviser at one of our six support centres to 
complete the survey.

Paper copies of the census form are also available. To get one 
check the details in your census letter.

To find out all about Census 2021 visit
tameside.gov.uk/census2021

Services depend on census findings

tameside.gov.uk/census2021

Not online? Help is available



TAMESIDE COLLEGE

TAMESIDE ONE

Beaufort Road
Ashton-under-Lyne
OL6 6NX

Wellington Road
Ashton-under-Lyne
OL6 6BL

www.tameside.ac.uk

0161 908 6789

www.tameside.ac.uk

Visit now 
and apply 

online.

VIRTUAL
OPEN
DAYS
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TAMESIDE residents are invited to have their say on how 
ward boundaries are drawn up across the borough, as 
part of a review by the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England. 
Reviews take place periodically to make sure councillors 
represent similar numbers of residents and that wards are 
balanced in terms of electors.

So far, the commission has decided that the Tameside should 
continue to have 19 wards each electing three members for 
a total of 57 councillors.

It now wants to hear what residents and organisations think 
about their area through a consultation lasting until Easter 
Monday (5 April). 

The commission, which wants to be sure its 
proposals properly reflect ties and identities, is interested in 
views as to which communities should be in the same ward. 

This could be based on shared facilities, such as parks or 
schools, or issues like new developments. Are there roads, 
rivers, railways that form strong boundaries?

There will be a further consultation once the commission has 
drawn up its proposals.

To give your views e-mail reviews@lgbce.org.uk; write to 
Review Officer (Tameside), LGBCE, PO Box 133, Blyth, NE24 
9FE or visit consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/24716

Have Your Say - electoral map for Tameside

consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/24716

THE Godley Green Garden Village proposal in Hyde now 
has its own website to keep the public fully up to date with 
what’s happening. 
godleygreen.com is a one-stop shop offering all the latest news 
and information, answers to questions, and a chance to give 
feedback on the masterplan and see what is being considered 
and how things will progress.

Tameside Council wants the project to be led by people rather 
than developers, and residents are being asked for their views 
so they can help to shape the proposals. Covid restrictions 
mean the process will start with virtual engagement sessions 
(bookable via the website) followed by open meetings when 
conditions allow.

The initial consultation period, ending on 26 March, features 
the site’s concept masterplan including all the proposals for 
investment in high-quality homes, jobs, green space, services 
and facilities that will serve the area for decades.

Godley Green, which has nature at its heart, involves up to 
2,350 homes and is one of the most ambitious regeneration 
programmes in the North West. 

It will play a pivotal role in rebalancing Tameside’s housing 
market and has the potential to satisfy as much as a quarter of 
the borough’s housing requirements over the next 15 years.

Garden Village consultation

Example photography

GODLEY GREEN GARDEN VILLAGE |  BRAND GUIDELINES

• Real life moments, unposed, no models
• Natural lighting and tones, no studio still life

Illustration styles

GODLEY GREEN GARDEN VILLAGE |  BRAND GUIDELINES

1. Creative illustration: richly-layered composition of textures and shapes

2. Supporting illustration: layered silhouettes using flat colour

godleygreen.com



BEN WELLER, 20, was completing his first 
year of university when he found himself 
studying back home in lockdown.
Ben wanted to fill his time and give something 
back to the community, so he got in touch 
with Tameside and Glossop Integrated Care 
NHS Foundation Trust to see if he could 
volunteer for a few months.

He was keen to get started as soon as possible 
to help with anything asked, in particular 
ensuring that wards have iPads so that video 
calls can be made between patients and their 
loved ones.

He helped set up Facetime and Skype on the 
iPads and then organised their distribution to 
wards, departments and patients throughout 
the Trust.

Ben managed to juggle his time between 
studying and volunteering; he was able 
to volunteer for three days a week during 
lockdown and has now secured a permanent 
role at the Trust.

Ben said: “The highlight of my experience has 
been coming home every day and knowing 
what I’ve done has had a positive impact on 
those people’s lives.”

AROUND three children in every primary school class has 
a mental health concern, and many more struggle with 
challenges from bullying to bereavement.
Many children and young people (CYP) are going through 
a difficult time with the closure of schools and colleges, the 
cancellation of exams and not being able to see their friends or 
extended family, due to the coronavirus pandemic, and don’t 
know how to express themselves to boost their mental health.

Doing activities through art, music, writing and poetry, dance 
and drama, photography and film can make them feel good. 
It’s also important that they find ways to share their feelings, 
thoughts or ideas through creativity.  

Place2Be are offering free online creative resources to boost 
CYP’s mental health which are available for download at 
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/schools-and-youth-
groups/ and can be adapted for use in schools, for home-
schooling, online lessons or independent learning.  

Teachers and staff can also sign-up to an online Mental Health 
Champions Foundation Programme at www.place2be.org.uk/
foundation which enhances professional’s understanding of 
children’s mental health and introduces approaches that foster 
positive wellbeing in schools and communities.

Other useful mental health resources can also be found on 
the Council’s website at tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus/
mentalhealth 
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Children’s 
mental health support

Hospital Volunteer Ben

tameside.gov.uk/coronavirus

Ben Weller

RESIDENTS in Tameside and Glossop are helping to reduce 
the demand on Emergency Departments (EDs) by contacting 
NHS 111 First, when they do not think they need emergency 
or life threatening care. 
Tameside and Glossop Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust 
has been providing an NHS 111 Clinical Assessment Service 
(CAS) since November 2020.  A total of 43% of people who 
contacted NHS 111 First avoided going to hospital at all.  A 
further 30% avoided ED with 1.8% seen directly in the hospital 

service they needed and 28% in the UTC.  Ten people were 
assessed as an emergency and an ambulance was called for 
them by the CAS service.

Anyone with an urgent, but not life-threatening health 
problem should contact 111 to find out if they need to go 
to A&E.  The NHS 111 advisor or clinician can make a direct 
appointment with a GP, Pharmacist or UTC. They may also be 
able to give advice needed without using another service.

Local people who contact 111 between 8am and 9pm are likely 
to receive a call back from the Trust’s Digital Health team.  The 
team will carry out an assessment and advise the best local 
outcome. They are then able to book people an arrival slot into 
the UTC and into ED should they need this.  The Digital Health 
team will look to provide care in the community and closer to 
home where ever this is possible and is safe to do so.

Using NHS 111 First



LIKE many other GP practices in Tameside and Glossop, the 
majority of Denton Medical Practice’s consultations had to 
be done by telephone or video almost overnight at the start 
of the pandemic, to keep patients safe and to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus.
Dr Despina Smith, 45, has been a GP for 16 years and a GP 
Partner at Denton Medical Practice for the last seven years.  She 
told how her GP practice introduced an online consultation 
system so that patients didn’t have to go in to the practice.  
Patients were asked to visit their website to complete a form 
which would let them know how they could help.  This was 
something that could be done by the patient day or night.

If a patient’s problem is urgent, or they do not have access to 
the internet, they can still call the GP practice.  Reduced patient 
contact has meant reduced exposure to COVID-19 for their 
patients, which helps stop the spread of the disease.  

Denton Medical Practice still get to see their patients via video 
consultation and they have several face to face appointments 
each day for urgent and routine appointments but these have 
decreased due to the new ways of working.

They are still running daily blood tests, GP and nurse clinics and 
encourage all of its patients to continue to contact them with 
their physical and mental health problems.

Patients are usually able to speak to a doctor within 72 hours for 
a routine query and on the same day for an urgent problem.

Together with her colleagues, Dr Smith, who has two teenage 
children, has had an increased sense of anxiety, especially in the 
first few months of the pandemic dealing with uncertainty and 
constant change which they found stressful. The main emotion 
she felt is a great sense of responsibility to keep herself, her 
family, her patients and colleagues safe. 

Dr Ashwin Ramachandra, Co-Chair at NHS Tameside and 
Glossop Clinical Commissioning Group, said: “This is a good 
example of how the GP practices in Tameside and Glossop 
have had to change and adapt to new ways of working in order 
to protect their patients from this dreadful virus.  Hopefully, 
patients do understand that their GP practice is open and 
has been throughout the pandemic thanks to the dedication 
and commitment of all their staff.  GP practices still want to 
hear from people who have a health concern so please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with them”.

For details on how to access healthcare visit 

tamesideandglossopccg.org/accessingcare

 

Be well Tameside
Being well is important to us all. We all want to feel good, healthy and happy.   
So if you’re looking to make some small changes that will benefit your health  
and wellbeing, we can help you. 

 

Call us for more 
information or to make 
a telephone or video 
appointment on  
0161 716 2000 or email 
bewelltameside@nhs.net
 

         Manage Weight

         sleep better

         Stress less

            Be SmokeFree

            Move  more

            drink less 
   
            eat well

Be Well Tameside @BeWellTameside @bewell_tameside

BE WELL TAMESIDE found ways to continue to support 
residents with their health and wellbeing throughout 
lockdown.
The pandemic meant that the service had to postpone face 
to face support for safety reasons but it worked hard to adapt 
its ways of working. This included supporting people over the 
telephone, which was quickly enhanced through offering video 
calling. This has proven to be successful with many clients 
saying they found it more convenient.

And it’s come at a time when people have wanted, more than 
ever, to improve their health and wellbeing with concerns about 
the effects that obesity and smoking has on people’s ability to 
recover from Covid-19.

If you want to start your healthy journey, whether it’s for 
stopping smoking, eating a healthier diet, losing weight, 
physical activity or drinking less alcohol, call Be Well Tameside 
on 0161 716 2000 or email bewelltameside@nhs.net.
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adapt support during pandemic

New innovative ways of 
working in general practice
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TAMESIDE is to benefit from a multi-million pound funding 
package to create safe cycling and walking routes.
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) has 
approved £8.4million of the Mayor’s Challenge Fund (MCF) to 
progress development of the latest Bee Network schemes as 
part of Greater Manchester’s plan to become the first UK city-
region to have a fully joined-up cycling and walking network.

It includes £687,000 funding for Tameside Council’s Active 
Neighbourhoods scheme, providing key crossings and links 
through local neighbourhoods.

This includes delivering a series of cycle improvements at 
Hill Street, Ashton, including contraflow cycle lanes and a 
new parallel zebra crossing to enhance cycle access; and 
improvements to an off-road path and a new parallel zebra 
crossing for pedestrians and cyclists at Chadwick Dam in Ashton 
and Stalybridge. Four other schemes at Rayner Lane, Droylsden 
and Audenshaw; Ross Lave Lane, Denton; Stamford Drive, 
Stalybridge; and Clarendon Road, Audenshaw, are also under 
development.

Greater Manchester’s Bee Network will provide an 1,800 mile, 
joined up cycling and walking network across the city-region. So 
far, 82 schemes from the 10 Greater Manchester local authorities 
and Transport for Greater Manchester are in the development 
pipeline, with a total value of £493million – around a third of 
the total forecast cost of £1.5billion required to deliver the Bee 
Network as a whole across Greater Manchester over the next 10 
years.

Funding of £15.9million has also been allocated to Greater 
Manchester by the government’s Active Travel Fund, which 
includes delivering several cycling and walking schemes in 
Tameside.

Plans are also being developed to help residents improve their 
cycling skills and confidence to make the most of the new 
cycle routes. More information will be added to the council’s 
dedicated webpage tameside.gov.uk/streetsandtransport/
walking-and-cycling where details of the Bee Network 
proposals and other cycling and walking initiatives can be 
found.

IMPROVEMENTS to signage and access 
have been made to a scenic Tameside 
cycle path that’s set to form part of 
a traffic-free route around Greater 
Manchester.
Tameside Council is working in partnership 
with walking and cycling charity 
Sustrans, who are establishing a Network 
Development Plan for the National Cycle 
Network.

This includes the future creation of 
Route 601, an outer orbital route around 
Greater Manchester that links its ten local 
authorities. The traffic-free route uses 
sections of disused railway line, canal 
towpaths and other paths.

Part of it includes the existing Route 626 – 
known as the ‘Ashton Greenway’, running 
from the top of Turner Lane and through 
to Park Bridge – which will be renumbered 
Route 601.

Tameside Council has improved signage and 
access to help provide and promote safer 
routes to support residents in staying fit and 
healthy and protect the environment.

The council’s initiatives are building 
on the increase in walking and cycling 
and the fall in traffic, congestion and air 
pollution that’s been achieved during the 
coronavirus pandemic to boost health and 
the environment. More information can be 
found at: tameside.gov.uk/safestreets

SPRING 2021 I THE TAMESIDE CITIZEN I PAGE 20

Funding approved for
Bee Network cycling and 
walking schemes in Tameside

Showing the scenic route for 
green travel around Tameside

tameside.gov.uk/safestreets



TAMESIDE’S first-ever virtual children’s book festival proved 
to be a huge success, and especially with school groups.
“Ready, Steady, Read!” – which ran from 24 February to 12 
March and took its lead from last autumn’s readers and writers’ 
programme for adults – was designed to give children, families 
and teachers a chance to engage with popular authors and 
illustrators using Zoom.

Running in conjunction with the Tameside Loves Reading 
campaign its aim was to enhance young people’s experience 
of books, and to encourage them to use Tameside’s libraries 
to improve their literacy skills and develop a lifelong love of 
reading and learning.

The programme featured many well-known figures from 
children’s literature including author Caryl Hart who has worked 
with families to create storybooks as part of Tameside Council’s 
ongoing Story Makers projects for the under-fours.

Among the others were poet, performer and educator Joshua 
Seigal; “Princess BMX” author Marie Basting and Guy Parker, 
illustrator of the international best-seller “Giraffes Can’t Dance”.

There was also “Fables at the Kitchen Table” – online theatrical 
storytelling from Stute Theatre.

Over half-term, Tameside Cultural Services invited people to get 
involved with Home Tweet Home which featured some great 
family-friendly activities, and all with a bird theme to tie in with 
National Nest Box Week and the approach of spring. 

It included everything from crafting to following bird-themed 
audio trails in outdoor spaces.

There was a Home Tweet Home audio trail around Stamford 
and Hyde parks looking for hidden birds, a match the bird’s nest 
quiz, a design a nest box competition, and ideas for making a 
nest box.

Museums and Galleries added to the programme by putting 
together some great crafts and activities including making 
a bird mask, creating mini-nests, a bird beak challenge and 
making finger puppets.

To mark 50 years since British money was decimalised, Museums 
and Galleries have organised an online exhibition explaining 
how a pound went from 240 old pence (20 shillings) to 100 new 
pence.

There are pictures of old coins such as half-crowns and 
threepenny bits and examples of games and even “calculators” 
that were marketed to help people come to terms with the 
unknown world of decimal currency.

To learn more about the exhibition and for lots of online trails, 
crafts and activities visit tameside.gov.uk/culture

To book on to any of the sessions listed                                                                                     
Please contact Stephanie Hogan (Festival Organiser) Stephanie.hogan@tameside.gov.uk 
and James Avison james.avison@tameside.gov.uk 
If you would like to book on more than one session, please list them in order of preference when                             
booking. Whilst we will endeavour to book you on to your preferred session/s,                                                                   
please note that this is not guaranteed. 

Josh Seigal 24/02/21 1.45— 2.30pm  7-11 
Shoo Rayner 01/03/21 11—11.45am  8 - 11 
Stute Theatre, Fables 
From the Kitchen Table 

02/03/21 11—11.45am; 1.30—2.15pm 
and 6—6.45pm 

 3 -8 
  

Dominic Berry 04/03/21 1.45—2.30pm  5+ 
Caryl Hart 05/03/21 1.45—2.30pm  3 - 7 
Tom Palmer 08/03/21 11am—12pm  8 - 11 
Guy Parker Rees 09/03/21 11—11.45am  4 - 7 
Marie Basting 10/03/21 11am – 12pm  7+ 
Caryl Hart 11/03/21 1.45—2.30pm  3 - 7 
Matt Goodfellow 12/03/21 11—11.45am  7 - 11 
Phil Earle 12/03/21 1.30—2.30pm  7+ 

Festival Sessions  

For more information visit:                                                                                                  
www.tameside.gov.uk/libraries/readysteadyread   

       

      
       

       
       

Tameside Libraries Present  

24 FEBRUARY—12 MARCH 2021 

Celebrating children’s                books with interviews,                              theatre, storytelling                               and interactive workshops.   

Guests include:                                                                   
Josh Seigal, Shoo Rayner, Dominic                              
Berry, Caryl Hart, Tom Palmer,                                                
Guy Parker Rees, Marie Basting,                                   
Matt Goodfellow, Phil Earle. 

SPRING 2021 I THE TAMESIDE CITIZEN I PAGE 21

Families race to

‘Ready, Steady, Read!’

TAMESIDE will have to wait until 2022 for the return 
of the historic and highly-popular Whit Friday band 
contests – but all is not lost for residents who enjoy 
music and tradition.
Friends of the Tameside Whit Friday Brass Band Contests 
will be supporting a repeat of last year’s online competition 
organised by Foden’s Band which proved to be a worldwide 
success, attracting 90 bands and more than 30,000 viewers.

For their part, Foden’s have promised to donate some of 
their entry fees to the Tameside and Saddleworth contests.

The Friends took their decision in late January, unanimously 
resolving to follow Saddleworth and postpone the 2021 
contests, which should have gone ahead on May 28, in view 
of the pandemic.

Chair Adam Pickles said: “We believe the risks outweigh 
the benefits and feel it is in the best interests of all groups 
involved: bands, organisers, volunteers and the public.  

“We cannot stress enough how important the Whit contests 
are to our committees and volunteers. We will do everything 
we can to ensure they continue and flourish moving into 
2022 and beyond.”

Band contests stay online until 2022

tameside.gov.uk/culture        tamesidebrassbands.org/

Mr Pickles added that the Friends 
were investigating some exciting 
ideas for the autumn.
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ProudTameside

HSJ award National award for work to provide 
older people with urgent care at home

Andy Castle

IN support of the new “Don’t Wait to” campaign, two former smokers from 
Tameside shared their stories and pleas for people to give up tobacco. 
Andy Castle (43), who lives in Ashton, quit just over 12 months ago after smoking 
for 25 years. His GP prescribed medication and put him in touch with Be Well 
Tameside’s stop-smoking service. He’s now saving £375 a month and has found his 
health has improved greatly.

Former nurse Gail Difford (64) from Stalybridge smoked 20 cigarettes a day from 
her early thirties. She gave up after being diagnosed with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. Her GP also prescribed medication and referred her to the 
stop-smoking service. As well as saving £400 a month, Gail has found she has more 
energy and her taste and smell have improved.

If you’ve been thinking of giving up, why not do something about it and make 2021 
the year you quit? The benefits start the moment you stop.

Be Well Tameside can help you give up smoking, e-cigarettes or chewing tobacco

by making those small changes that can have big health benefits. Call 0161 716 
2000 or email: bewelltameside@nhs.net.

INNOVATIVE work which is successfully supporting vulnerable 
Tameside people requiring urgent care to remain at home instead of 
having to go into hospital has scooped a national award.
The Integrated Urgent Care Team (IUCT) based at Crickets Lane Clinic in 
Ashton under Lyne, which is delivered as part of a partnership between 
Tameside Council and Tameside and Glossop NHS Foundation Trust, has 
won an HSJ Patient Safety Award in recognition for providing “clinical 
benefits”, “person-centred” care and an “improved patient experience”.

The approach involves a range of hospital based and community 
based services that have combined to support older people living in 
the community, whether in their own home or in a care home, in an 
integrated model of care delivering “integrated urgent care at home”.

The nomination at this year’s HSJ’s Patient Safety Awards stood out as it 
demonstrated how health and social care services can effectively work 
together to deliver a number of benefits for our communities.

Make 2021 the 
year you quit 
smoking

Gail Difford

tamesideandglossopccg.org/your-health/care-navigation/tameside/be-well



visit 
tameside.gov.
uk/fostering 
to enquire 

today

Adoption Now is your Local Authority Adoption Agency for 
Tameside and surrounding areas.
Adopting a child could be the making of your family. Can you 
provide a loving, forever family home?

If you’re interested in adoption, we’d love to chat with you.

We’re taking calls as usual during these difficult times, and 
our team of social workers are happy to inform and answer 
questions about adoption. 

We welcome calls from any background, ethnicity, relationship 
status, single, LBGTQ, BAME and more...

Contact us on 01204 336096 or visit adoptionnow.org.uk
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AFTER raising their own son and daughter, Gillian and Kevin 
Law knew they had so much love to give to local children in 
need and decided to foster for Tameside Council.
They began fostering in 2019 and currently look after a 7-month 
old baby girl on a short-term basis. 

Gillian said: “We have thought about fostering for a while but 
with us both working and had two children of our own we put it 
off until now as both our children are grown up. We discussed it 
as a family and thought the time was right for us to commit.”

Gillian previously worked as an auxiliary nurse for 25 years and 
Kevin currently works as a joiner (builder), with Gillian now 
fostering full-time. 

Gillian talks of life as a foster carer: “Our lives have changed for 
the better, we feel like we have purpose and an important role. 
As a family we help and support each other which has made 
us all closer. Being foster carers has encouraged us to do more 
things like going on walks round the park or to play centres with 
the children which has been fun for all of us.”

To anyone considering fostering, Gillian says: “I would say do it. 
It is hard at times but it’s definitely worth it. The key is getting 

into a routine with yourself and the child. Being able to have a 
positive impact on a child’s life is the best feeling for yourself 
and that child. 

“If you’re thinking about it sign up and find out more 
information - you never know if you don’t try! You are always 
supported by the social workers and other foster carers.”

Tameside Council is looking for people from all backgrounds to 
become foster carers for local children and provides full training, 
support and an allowance. 

For more information call 0161 342 2342 or complete an online 
enquiry form at tameside.gov.uk/fostering

fostering 
changed our 
lives for the 

better
Pictured: Gillian and Kevin with their 
grown up birth children Josh and Becky

foster

tameside.gov.uk/fostering            adoptionnow.org.uk
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The main spending areas are:

Council

The council has limited influence over some areas of spending such as schools and housing benefits as they are set by the government. As such savings to balance the budget 
have to be made from the other areas of spend. Figures above are gross expenditure.

Population Health
£16m

Programmes that support 
individuals to take control 

of their health and 
wellbeing.

Coordinating the 
response to the 

coronavirus.

Children and 
families 

£98m
Support for schools, 
care for vulnerable 
children incl. social 
care, looked after 
children, fostering 

and adoption. Early 
help for families and 

children’s centres.

 Schools
 £131m 

Money handed 
directly to schools 
for them to decide 

how best to 
spend it.

Neighbourhoods 
£48m

Maintenance of roads 
and public spaces. 

Collecting and emptying 
bins. Community safety 
and public protection. 
Libraries and culture. 

Customer services. 
Environment.

 Adults 
£91m

Residential and 
nursing care. 
Community 

Response Service. 
Help to Live at 

home and learning 
disabilities.

Growth 
£44m 

Investment in 
infrastructure. 

Digital 
initiatives. 
Skills and 
learning.

Housing 
Benefit
£57m

Housing benefit 
handled on 

behalf of the 
Government.

Levies 
£31m

Payment to 
Greater 

Manchester 
for transport 
infrastructure 

(TFGM) and waste 
disposal (GMWDA).

£189 million 
on wages for staff directly 

employed by the council and CCG 
(including school based staff)

£23 million 
on buildings and premises from 

which we provide services.

£43 million 
on drugs and medicines

£9 million 
on vehicles and machinery

£121 million 
passed straight to schools to 

decide how to spend

£41 million 
for GP’s and other Primary 

Care services

Money is spent in different ways. Here are some examples:

TAMESIDE COUNCIL and NHS Tameside and Glossop 
Clinical Commissioning Group together form the 
Tameside and Glossop Strategic Commission. We are 
responsible for a range of services from bin collections 
through care for the elderly to the provision of GP 
surgeries.

The total amount of money spent by both organisations 
combined is £992 million. Although a significant sum 
of money, that amount has reduced considerably 
over recent years due to cuts in funding from central 
Government. 

For Tameside Council this has meant around £180 million 
pounds of cuts in the last ten years. To set a balanced 
budget for 2021/22, which the council is legally required 
to do, a budget gap of £23 million needs to be closed. 

Reduced resources over the last decade mean we have 
had to find increasingly new and innovative ways to 
provide the services local people want. The coronavirus 
pandemic has also resulted in significant financial 
challenges which had to be addressed as part of our 
budget setting process for 2021/22.

The budget for 2021/22 was agreed at Full Council on 23 
February 2021 with total spending of £545 million. Below 
and over the page we explain where the money we spend 
comes from, where we spend it and give some examples 
of the types and volumes of services we provide. You 
can read the full detail of the budget on our website by 
accessing the full meeting papers.

BUDGET 2021
2022

Read the findings of the budget conversation here:
tameside.gov.uk/TBC/Budget-Conversation-2021-22-Outcome



Cllr Brenda Warrington
Tameside Council Executive Leader

Read the findings of the budget conversation here:
tameside.gov.uk/TBC/Budget-Conversation-2021-22-Outcome

22,500
Parking Penalty Charge 

Notices issued

38,000
volunteer hours including 

community payback

40,000
metres of ducting 

installed for Digital 
Tameside

5,890
supported through 

Housing Advice

379
residents assisted with

1.2 million
pounds of debt

Transport

 750 
vulnerable residents 

each day

Maintain and operate a 
fleet of over

200
vehicles and items of 

plant

1,500
residents supported 

to claim

4.5 million 
pounds of welfare 

benefits

£
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Where does the money come from?

Tameside Council 
gross budget £544.8

Examples of services provided:

37,245 pupils 
taught across 

98 schools

Answered 

96,461 calls 
to the call-centre 

last year

Empty 

50,000 
domestic bins 

and  

200,000 
recycling bins 

per week

Offered over 
1.2 million GP 
appointments,
dealt with over 

55,600 GP referrals,
and dealt with over 

10,400 IAPT 
(Improving Access 

to Psychological 
Therapies) referrals

Dealt with 

32,359 
customer services 

visits last year

Maintain 26,000
street lights,

45,000 road drainage 

gullies, 1,155 kilometers 

of pavements, 758 
kilometers of carriageways, 

26 parks, 

37 playgrounds and 

25 sports pitches and

inspect 35,000  trees
on highways and green 

space

Dealt with 

1,450 
planning 

applications

Had 523,633 visits to our 
libraries last year

15,580 visits to our local 
studies and archives centre

111,560 visits to Portland 
Basin museum

2,690 visits to Astley 
Cheetham Art Gallery

Based on data for 2019/20 (pre coronavirus)

Directly helped 

553 people 
to stop smoking

Provide support to

2,899 people 
to live independently and remain in 

their own homes

We have visited or contacted

2,629 new mothers 
to offer help and advice

Act as parent to 

Over 710 looked 
after children

Commission care for 

633 people 
in residential or 
nursing homes

million

Government grants 
and income

£350.3 million

Business rates
£88.4 million

Other
£6.1 million

Council Tax
£100.0 million

Council Tax will increase by 
4.99% this financial year. This 
comprises of an extra 3 per cent for 
social care and a general increase 
for council expenditure of 1.99 per 
cent. The increase generates £4.7 
million of vital funds towards the 
overall budget.



WHILE the elections are not until 6 May, we’re already making plans to help 
you stay safe while casting your vote. However, if you are concerned at all 
about voting in person due to the Covid pandemic, or are unable to get to 
your local polling station, please do apply for a postal vote. 

Voting by post is secure and safe and you will mark your vote on the ballot 
paper in secret, sealing the envelope yourself.

Postal ballot papers are usually dispatched within 10 working days prior to the 
Election and the deadline for applications is Tuesday 20 April 2021. We advise 
submitting applications as soon as possible rather than leave it to nearer the 
election, as you will be included in the earliest possible dispatch.

To ensure voting by post is secure you are asked to provide your Date of Birth 
and Signature, also known as your personal identifiers. When the postal ballot 
paper has been returned, the personal identifiers are paired with the ones you 
used on the postal vote application and the ballot paper remains sealed so 
giving this information will not affect the secrecy of your vote.

If you are registered to vote, all you need to do is fill out the application form on 
the next page and post back to: Elections Office, Tameside One, Market Place, 
Ashton-under-Lyne, OL6 6BH. Alternatively you can call our elections office 
on 0161 342 3036 or email elections@tameside.gov.uk who will send you a 
personised, barcoded application form and a pre-paid envelope to return.

If you need to register to vote or for more information on other ways to vote, 
please visit www.electoralcommission.org.uk

The 2021 Local and Greater Manchester 
Mayoral elections will take place at a time 
when COVID-19 continues to present risks 
to public health.
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electoralcommission.org.uk



Application to vote by post 

Only one person can apply to vote by post using this form 
Please write in black ink and use CAPITAL LETTERS. When you have completed every section 
and signed the form yourself send it to your local electoral registration office. You can find their 
address at electoralcommission.org.uk/voter. 

1 About you 
Surname 

First name(s) (in full) 

Your address (where you are registered to vote) 

Postcode 

Phone number (optional) 

Email (optional) 

Providing an email and phone number gives a
quick and easy way to contact you about your
application. 

2 How long do you want a postal vote for? 
I want to vote by post (tick one box only): 

until further notice (permanent postal vote) 

for the elections/referendums to be held on 

D M Y YD M Y Y 

for the period 

from 
D M Y YD M Y Y 

to 
D M Y YD M Y Y 

D M Y YD M Y Y 

3 Address for ballot paper (only required
if different to the address where you
are registered to vote) 
Please send my ballot paper to (address): 

Postcode 

The reason I would like my ballot paper sent to
this address, rather than my registered address is: 

4 Your date of birth and declaration 
Declaration: As far as I know, the details on 
this form are true and accurate. 
I understand that to provide false information on
this form is an offence, punishable on conviction
by imprisonment of up to two years and/or a fine. 
Date of birth: Please write your date of birth in
the boxes below using black ink. 

D D M M Y Y Y Y 

Signature: Sign below using black ink, keeping
within the grey border. 

If you are unable to sign this form, please 
contact your local electoral registration office. 

5 Date of application 

Today’s date 

Page 2 of 2 
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