		New restrictions and requirements for businesses
 
Following yesterday's address by the Prime Minister, new restrictions and requirements for how and when businesses open and operate are being introduced. These new restrictions are expected to be in place until March 2021, although this is subject to review.

The extra restrictions imposed on activity in Tameside by the Greater Manchester local lockdown still apply, and override the below if there is a clash between the two. Greater Manchester Guidelines
  
Face coverings
· Customers in private hire vehicles and taxis must wear face coverings (from 23 September).
· Customers in hospitality venues must wear face coverings, except when seated at a table to eat or drink. Staff in hospitality and retail will now also be required to wear face coverings (from 24 September).
· People who are already exempt from the existing face covering obligations, such as because of an underlying health condition, will continue to be exempt from these new obligations.
· Guidance stating that face coverings and visors should be worn in close contact services will now become law (from 24 September).
· Staff working on public transport and taxi drivers will continue to be advised to wear face coverings.
 
Working from home
To help contain the virus, office workers who can work effectively from home should do so over the winter. Where an employer, in consultation with their employee, judges an employee can carry out their normal duties from home they should do so. Public sector employees working in essential services, including education settings, should continue to go into work where necessary. Anyone else who cannot work from home should go to their place of work. The risk of transmission can be substantially reduced if COVID-19 secure guidelines are followed closely. Extra consideration should be given to those people at higher risk.
 
Businesses
· Businesses selling food or drink (including cafes, bars, pubs and restaurants), social clubs, casinos, bowling alleys, amusement arcades (and other indoor leisure centres or facilities), funfairs, theme parks, adventure parks and activities, and bingo halls, must be closed between 10pm and 5am. This will include takeaways but delivery services can continue after 10pm (from 24 September).
· In licensed premises, food and drink must be ordered from, and served at, a table.
· Customers must eat and drink at a table in any premises selling food and drink to consume indoors, on site (from 24 September).
· Businesses will need to display the official NHS QR code posters so that customers can ‘check-in’ at different premises using this option as an alternative to providing their contact details once the app is rolled out nationally (from 24 September).
· Businesses and organisations will face stricter rules to make their premises COVID Secure (from 28 September): 
· A wider range of leisure and entertainment venues, services provided in community centres, and close contact services will be subject to the COVID-19 Secure requirements in law and fines of up to £10,000 for repeated breaches.
· Employers must not knowingly require or encourage someone who is being required to self-isolate to come to work.
· Businesses must remind people to wear face coverings where mandated.

Meeting people safely
· Support groups must be limited to a maximum of 15 people (from 24 September).
· Indoor organised sport for over 18s will no longer be exempt from the rule of six. There is an exemption for indoor organised team sports for disabled people (from 24 September).
· There will be a new exemption in those areas of local intervention where household mixing is not allowed to permit friends and family to provide informal childcare for children under 14 (from 24 September).
· Weddings and civil partnership ceremonies and receptions will be restricted to a maximum of 15 people (down from 30). Other significant standalone life events will be subject to the ‘rule of six’ limits, except funerals (from 28 September).
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		Tameside businesses urged to support launch of NHS Test and Trace app
 
Tameside businesses are being urged to prepare for the new NHS COVID-19 app to assist test and tracing and help contain the virus.

Businesses such as pubs, restaurants, hairdressers, cinemas and other venues - which are currently taking a register of customers’ names upon entrance – will be legally required to display NHS QR code posters from 24 September so customers who have downloaded the new NHS COVID-19 app can use their smartphones to easily check-in.  For a quick overview of the app watch this video.
 
The national launch of the NHS COVID-19 app across England and Wales is planned to take place on Thursday 24 September. The posters can be downloaded via a website to be displayed in premises.

Following the launch of the new COVID-19 app, customers and visitors in Tameside will be able to check-in on entry with their phone instead of filling out a check-in book or tool specific to a business. This will allow NHS Test and Trace to contact customers with public health advice should there be a COVID-19 outbreak.
Using QR codes will help businesses meet the new legal requirement to record the contact details of customers, visitors and staff on their premises.  An alternative check-in method must be maintained to collect the contact details of those who don’t have the app, like a handwritten register.
Businesses already using their own QR system are encouraged to switch to the NHS Test and Trace QR code, as the new system will allow for a quicker Test and Trace process.
Businesses can download the QR code posters at gov.uk/create-coronavirus-qr-poster.
For more information on the NHS COVID-19 app, visit covid19.nhs.uk.


Mobile testing centres in Tameside
  
If you have symptoms of coronavirus – a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss of or a change in your normal sense of smell or taste - please stay at home for 10 days and only leave home to get tested.  It’s nothing to be nervous about and the friendly staff will help you through the process - it’s simple, safe, confidential and will protect everyone.  Please book a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus.

The mobile testing units have now been confirmed for September with extend numbers of dates and appointment times.
 
	 
	 
	 

	Tues 29
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm

	Weds 30
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm

	Thur 1 Oct
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm
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