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In response to the Prime Minister's announcement that, with the risk of a second wave of COVID-19 growing, the country would have to adopt more restrictions to its activity, the Chancellor of the Exchequer has released the initial details of a new raft of support schemes to help businesses through the winter.   
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		With the Job Retention Scheme closing at the end of October, the Support for Jobs Scheme will commence from 1 November.
Under the scheme, which will run for six months and help keep employees attached to the workforce, the government will contribute towards the wages of employees who are working fewer than normal hours due to decreased demand.
Employers will continue to pay the wages of staff for the hours they work - but for the hours not worked, the government and the employer will each pay one third of their equivalent salary.
This means employees who can only go back to work on shorter time will still be paid two thirds of the hours for those hours they can’t work.
In order to support only viable jobs, employees must be working at least 33% of their usual hours. The level of grant will be calculated based on employee’s usual salary, capped at £697.92 per month.
The Job Support Scheme will be open to businesses across the UK even if they have not previously used the furlough scheme, with further guidance being published in due course.
It is designed to sit alongside the Jobs Retention Bonus and could be worth over 60% of average wages of workers who have been furloughed – and are kept on until the start of February 2021. Businesses can benefit from both schemes in order to help protect jobs.
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		The second round of the Self Employment Income Support Scheme grant closes for applications on 19 October 2020. To follow this there will be two more rounds of the Self Employment Income Support Scheme Grant (SEISS).

An initial taxable grant will be provided to those who are currently eligible for SEISS and are continuing to actively trade but face reduced demand due to coronavirus. The initial lump sum will cover three months’ worth of profits for the period from November to the end of January next year. This is worth 20% of average monthly profits, up to a total of £1,875.
An additional second grant, which may be adjusted to respond to changing circumstances, will be available for self-employed individuals to cover the period from February 2021 to the end of April 21.

The SEISS Grant second round is still open for applications.
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		The Chancellor announced that applications for the government’s coronavirus loan schemes will be extended until the end of November. This extends the period that businesses have to apply for the Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme, the Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme, the Bounce Back Loan Scheme and the Future Fund. 

A new Pay as You Grow flexible repayment system has been introduced to provide flexibility for firms repaying a Bounce Back Loan. This includes extending the length of the loan from six years to ten, which will cut monthly repayments by nearly half. Interest-only periods of up to six months and payment holidays will also be available to businesses. 
The Government also intend to give Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme lenders the ability to extend the length of loans from a maximum of six years to ten years if it will help businesses to repay the loan.
If you need advice on applying for one of these loans, the Tameside Business Resilience Clinic has Business Champions who can help you. 
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		The temporary 15% VAT cut for the tourism and hospitality sectors has been extended to the end of March next year. 
Business who deferred paying their VAT bills will be given access to the New Payment Scheme, which gives them the option to pay back in smaller instalments. Rather than paying a lump sum in full at the end March next year, they will be able to make 11 smaller interest-free payments during the 2021-22 financial year.
Around 11 million self-assessment taxpayers will be able to benefit from a separate additional 12-month extension from HMRC on the “Time to Pay” self-service facility, meaning payments deferred from July 2020, and those due in January 2021, will now not need to be paid until January 2022.
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		Tameside businesses urged to support launch of NHS Test and Trace app
 
Tameside businesses are being urged to prepare for the new NHS COVID-19 app to assist test and tracing and help contain the virus.
Businesses such as pubs, restaurants, hairdressers, cinemas and other venues - which are currently taking a register of customers’ names upon entrance – will be legally required to display NHS QR code posters from 24 September so customers who have downloaded the new NHS COVID-19 app can use their smartphones to easily check-in.
 
The national launch of the NHS COVID-19 app across England and Wales is planned to take place on Thursday 24 September. The posters can be downloaded via a website to be displayed in premises.
Following the launch of the new COVID-19 app, customers and visitors in Tameside will be able to check-in on entry with their phone instead of filling out a check-in book or tool specific to a business. This will allow NHS Test and Trace to contact customers with public health advice should there be a COVID-19 outbreak.
Using QR codes will help businesses meet the new legal requirement to record the contact details of customers, visitors and staff on their premises.  An alternative check-in method must be maintained to collect the contact details of those who don’t have the app, like a handwritten register.
Businesses already using their own QR system are encouraged to switch to the NHS Test and Trace QR code, as the new system will allow for a quicker Test and Trace process. 
Businesses can download the QR code posters at gov.uk/create-coronavirus-qr-poster.
For more information on the NHS COVID-19 app, visit covid19.nhs.uk.


Mobile testing centres in Tameside
  
If you have symptoms of coronavirus – a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss of or a change in your normal sense of smell or taste - please stay at home for 10 days and only leave home to get tested.  It’s nothing to be nervous about and the friendly staff will help you through the process - it’s simple, safe, confidential and will protect everyone.  Please book a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus.

The mobile testing units have now been confirmed for September with extend numbers of dates and appointment times.
 
	Sat 26
	Beeley St. car
park, Hyde
	10:30am - 3:30pm

	Tues 29
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm

	Weds 30
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm

	Thur 1 Oct
	Curzon Ashton
	1pm - 6pm









image3.jpeg
Support with finance




image4.jpeg
Support with VAT




image5.jpeg
Test and Trace in Tameside




image1.jpeg
Support for jobs




image2.jpeg
Support for the self-employed




