Independent auditor’s report to the members of Tameside
Metropolitan Borough Council (the "Authority")

Issue of audit opinion on the financial statements

In our audit report for the year ended 31 March 2018 issued on 30 July 2018 we
reported that, in our opinion the financial statements:

e give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Authority as at 31
March 2018 and of its expenditure and income for the year then ended;

¢ had been prepared properly in accordance with the CIPFA/LASAAC code of
practice on local authority accounting in the United Kingdom 2017/18; and

o had been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit
and Accountability Act 2014.

Issue of audit opinion on the financial statements of the Greater Manchester
Pension Fund

In our audit report for the year ended 31 March 2018 issued on 30 July 2018 we
reported that, in our opinion the pension fund financial statements:

e give a true and fair view of the financial transactions of the pension fund
during the year ended 31 March 2018 and of the amount and disposition at
that date of the fund’s assets and liabilities;

¢ had been prepared properly in accordance with the CIPFA/LASAAC code of
practice on local authority accounting in the United Kingdom 2017/18; and

¢ had been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit
and Accountability Act 2014.

Issue of qualified conclusion on the Authority's arrangements for securing
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources

In our audit report for the year ended 31 March 2018 issued on 30 July 2018 we
reported a qualified conclusion in the following terms:

Qualified conclusion

On the basis of our work, having regard to the guidance on the specified criterion
issued by the Comptroller & Auditor General in November 2017, except for the
effects of the matter described in the basis for qualified conclusion section of our
report we are satisfied that, in all significant respects, the Authority put in place
proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of
resources for the year ended 31 March 2018.

Basis for qualified conclusion

In considering the Authority’s arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and
effectiveness in its use of resources we identified the following matter:

In December 2016, Ofsted issued its report on the inspection of Children’s Services
in Tameside, which judged the service provided by the Authority to be inadequate.
The report highlighted a number of issues in relation to service delivery, leadership,
management and governance.



Although the Authority established an Improvement Board with an external
independent Chair to coordinate actions there was limited improvement and a re-visit
by Ofsted in January 2018 stated that there is still considerable work to do to improve
the quality of practice delivered to children in need of help and protection. A new
Interim Director was appointed in November 2017 and a new plan to address the
issues identified by Ofsted is being implemented. At 31 March 2018 the overall
inadequate rating remained in place.

This matter is evidence of weaknesses in proper arrangements for understanding
and using appropriate and reliable financial and performance information to support
informed decision making and performance management, and for planning,
organising and developing the workforce effectively to deliver strategic priorities.

Certificate

In our report dated 30 July 2018, we explained that we could not formally conclude
the audit on that date until we had completed the work necessary to issue our Whole
of Government Accounts (WGA) Component Assurance statement for the year
ended 31 March 2018. We have now completed this work.

No matters have come to our attention since that date that would have a material
impact on the financial statements on which we gave an unqualified opinion and
gualified conclusion on the Authority's arrangements for securing economy, efficiency
and effectiveness in its use of resources.

We certify that we have completed the audit of the financial statements of the
Authority in accordance with the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability
Act 2014 and the Code of Audit Practice issued by the National Audit Office on behalf
of the Comptroller and Auditor General.
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