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 The Tythe Stone 

Lying at the side of a lane below Hartshead Pike is 
an ancient tithe stone at one time known as the 
Twarl Stone . Situated in the area once known as 
Twarl Hill or Twirl Hill. Tithes were a kind of tax, 
paid to the parish, comprising one tenth of what 

the farmer produced. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

PARK BRIDGE HERITAGE CENTRE 
The Stables Park Bridge, 
Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 8AQ 
Telephone: 0161 330 9613 

 

HIKE TO 
THE PIKE 
Park Bridge to Hartshead Pike circular trail 

 

Tameside’s 
Countryside 
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HIKE TO THE PIKE 
Park Bridge to 
Hartshead Pike circular trail 

Distance: 4 miles. 
Grid Ref: SD939 024 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 











 

 



 

 

 
 





 





 

 
 


 

 








 

 
 










   

 

 
 

 

 

 


 

 
 

 

Alt Hill Road  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Although the name Hartshead Pike is generally used to 
mean the tower, it was originally the name of the hill itself. 
The pike is not the highest part of the hill, but, at 940 feet 
above sea level, its prominent position has meant that, 
from early times, it has been the site of a beacon or 
signalling station. 
The earliest structure on this spot may have been a stone 
pillar, erected to commemorate the passing through the 
area of King Canute, who is also remembered in the names 
of Knott Hill and Knott Lanes. 
A structure built in 1751 by a public subscription. However, 
it was badly damaged by lightning . You can see the remains near to the present tower. The tower that stands 
there today was built in 1863 to mark the wedding of the Prince of Wales to Princess Alexandra of Denmark. 
Inside the tower was a shop selling refreshments. 
Visitors could pay a small charge to climb stairs to enjoy the view from windows high up in the building. 

Rocher Vale 
Because of its important geological 
features and interesting mosaic of 
habitats, Rocher Vale has been 
designated a Local Nature Reserve. 
Here you can enjoy walks along the 
riverbank and through woodland 

and heath, with many rocky outcrops showing 
interesting geology. Once part of the Park Bridge 
Ironworks, Rocher Vale was the site of the Top Forge, 
coal mining and quarry, the remains of which are still 
evident. The Oldham Way, Medlock Valley Way and 
Tameside Trail pass through the valley. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


