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[bookmark: _Hlk97625465]ASHTON PRIDE IN PLACE – SMALL GRANT SCHEME

GUIDANCE NOTES

	Before completing the application form, please read the following guidance notes.  Failure to fulfil the criteria and follow the guidelines below may result in your application being unsuccessful. 


WHAT IS THE PRIDE IN PLACE?








The Government announced the Pride in Place Programme (PiPP) to help to build stronger communities, create thriving places and empower local people. The PiPP builds on what was the Plan for Neighbourhoods with the community at the heart of the decision-making process, led by a Neighbourhood Board. Ashton will receive £19.53m of funding to support projects in the area.  

More details on the Ashton Regeneration Plan can be found here:   https://www.tameside.gov.uk/Ashtonprideinplace 

AIMS OF THE GRANT FUNDING SCHEMES




 

[bookmark: _Hlk203742867]Community Centres 
The Support for Existing Community Centres and Organisations Small Grants Scheme will provide targeted funding and capacity-building support to strengthen key community centres, foodbanks, cultural groups, and community organisations across Ashton. The programme will support a broad range of initiatives, including those focused on addressing homelessness and promoting greater integration and participation within local communities. 

Sports Facilities
This programme provides funding to upgrade and expand local sports and leisure facilities, and/or expand activities. Funding will be available for initiatives that improve existing facilities and accessibility, in addition to funding for new activities in the community e.g. provision of community fitness classes.   

Events
Local organisations are able to apply to deliver an event or programme of events in the town. These could include markets, family days, cultural and creative workshops, live music and other fun activities that will continue to attract visitors to the town.

GRANT SCHEME OBJECTIVES



Community Centres and Facilities
Strengthening community organisations and services - improve facilities, expand offers, develop services, strengthen long-term sustainability (e.g. improvements to community centre facilities, recruitment or training costs).

Community Integration and Cultural Participation - encourage participation, reduce isolation, foster community resilience, promote understanding between diverse cultural groups (e.g. neighbourhood engagement projects, creation of new community hub)

Sports & Leisure Facilities 
Sport and leisure play and important part in the health and wellbeing of the local community. The objective of this grant funding stream is to improve access to local sports and leisure facilities across Ashton and to deliver a programme of activities that promote opportunities for all ages and abilities to participate in sport.

Events
Events are an opportunity to attract additional footfall into the town centre and in turn, support local businesses in what is a challenging economic climate. Events will be targeted at providers seeking to deliver activities in the town centre that will improve the vibrancy of Ashton and attract new visitors to the town.


PROJECT PRIORITIES & MEASURES





You must ensure you include specifically within your bid at least one of the priorities below:

· Cohesion 

· Community power

· Education & Opportunity 

· Health & Wellbeing 

· Housing 

· Regeneration, high streets & heritage 

· Safety & security 

· Transport

· Work, productivity & skills


Strategic Fit
· Does the project align with Ashton Regeneration Plan priorities?​
· How well does the project align with the themes of the grant funding scheme?​
· Does the project align with one of the key priorities from Ashton PiPP vision statement?​

Financial Fit
· Can sufficient funding outside of PIP be secured for project set up, planning, implementation and operational costs?​
· Are alternative funding sources available for this project?​
· Does the project require additional funding / revenue resource to sustain delivery?​

Deliverability Fit
· Are the necessary approvals / contract procurement arrangements progressed sufficiently?​
· Are delivery mechanisms in place? E.g. Identified contractors to undertake works​
· Risk of change to anticipated costs?​
· Is there sufficient stakeholder support for the project?​
· How extensive is the community benefit of the project?​


WHO CAN BE FUNDED?



Applications can be made by:

· Constituted Voluntary, Community, Faith or Charity groups/organisations i.e. Groups of three or more local people that have a set of rules that set out how they will work together and have a named bank account & terms of reference.
· Group or Organisation based in or operating within the Ashton Pride in Place red line boundary, see Ashton Regeneration Plan.
· CICs/VCSE’s – the majority of funds must be focused on project delivery, please discuss with Project Manager prior to application.

Group/Organisations need to:

· Be based within or carry out activities in Ashton-Under-Lyne.
· If working with young people and/or vulnerable adults, you will need to have the necessary safeguarding policies in place (e.g. DBS checks) 
· Provide monthly reporting throughout the planned delivery period. A template will be shared if your application is successful.

Applications must include:
· A fully completed application form.
· Costed proposals (applications for capital funding that provide one or more quotation for works are likely to score higher as this demonstrates value for money).
· Clearly meet and demonstrate at least one of the priorities highlighted above.
· Demonstrate how you can manage the activity and the changes you want to make.

WHO CANNOT BE FUNDED?




Applications will not be accepted from groups/organisations that:

· Are not fully constituted.
· Are trading for profit, are statutory services or are intending to redistribute grant award.
· Business Enterprises and Company Business Constitutions unless a Charity or CIC.
· Are aimed at increasing the membership of a particular political party.
· Are aimed at the promotion of one religious belief.

WHAT CANNOT BE FUNDED?




You cannot apply for:

· More than one grant per project.
· Activities to replace funding from a statutory source such as Tameside Council, schools or health services.
· Activities or travel abroad.  
· Sponsorship/fundraising events or contributions to larger/major appeals.
· Any activity that does not contribute to the grant themes (identified in the guidance), unlawfully discriminates against people, or is illegal.
· Presents/gifts.

WHO MAKES THE DECISIONS?




· Applications will initially be reviewed and screened for eligibility.
· A panel comprising of Neighbourhood Board members and a Council Officer has been established.
· Panel members will review, evaluate and score each individual application individually against the agreed evaluation criteria.
· A moderation will be held with panel members to agree scoring and will determine which applications are successful.

EVALUATION PROCESS




We will require groups/organisations to:
· Submit an evaluation report at the end of the delivery period
· Provide basic evidence to support how their activity has been delivered. This may include details of accounts, invoices, receipts, photographs, articles, attendance records, evaluation forms, and any other relevant documents.

HOW DO WE APPLY?




· The fund will be open from Friday 30th October 2026.  
· Application forms must be received by noon on Monday 30th November 2026 and submitted via email to ashtontownboard@tamesidegov.uk  or in person to the Tameside One reception, FAO Strategic Growth Unit.
WHAT IF WE ARE UNSUCCESSFUL?




· Unsuccessful applications will be contacted by ashtontownboard@tamesidegov.uk
CONTACT PROJECT MANAGER





· If you would like help with your application form or are unable to use the internet, please contact ashtontownboard@tamesidegov.uk or call 0161 342 3111 (ask for Isaac Earnshaw, TMBC).

WHEN WILL I RECEIVE MY GRANT PAYMENT?						




· If your application is successful and we have received all requested information, you will receive an email letter, confirming your grant allocation.
· Grant Funding Agreement will need to completed, signed and returned back to us within 14 days. 
· TMBC Finance will be processing the grant payment and will request information regarding your bank details in order to make the BACS payment into your bank account which may take 30 days to process. We will endeavour to ensure this reaches you as quickly as possible.
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