Information for Care Leavers About Pre-Payment Certificates
NHS Greater Manchester Integrated Care Board (ICB) have agreed to provide care leavers who are not entitled to free prescriptions a pre-payment certificate, so they do not need to pay for items prescribed by their GP.
To be eligible for the pre-payment certificate you need to fulfil the following criteria: 
· Be registered with a GP in HMR.
· Be a care leaver and eligible to receive a leaving care service from your originating local authority.
· Be under 25 years old.
· Young People in work/apprenticeships 
· Young People with an income of over £16,000
· Not already be exempt from prescription charges.
Care leavers entitled to free prescriptions: 
· are 16 to 18 and in full-time education
· are pregnant or have had a baby in the previous 12 months and have a valid maternity exemption certificate (MatEx) 
· have a specified medical condition and have a valid medical exemption certificate (MedEx)
· Who meet the NHS Low Income Scheme requirements, including those at university (see below) 
· Young people not in employment, education or training
They are also entitled to free prescriptions if they or their partner (including civil partner) receive, or under the age of 20 and the dependent of someone receiving:
· Universal Credit 
· New style Jobseeker's Allowance
· New Style Employment and Support Allowance
Full and up to date details of who can get free prescriptions can be found at:
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/prescriptions-and-pharmacies/who-can-get-free-prescriptions/
Care Leavers at University 
You can only apply online if you do not have capital or savings of over £6,000.
To apply, you must be at least one of the following:
· a pensioner
· a student
· earning a wage
· receiving state benefits
· living in a care home
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Low Income Scheme:
The Low-Income Scheme can provide support for NHS prescriptions, eye care, dental care and help to attend appointments: 
You can only apply online if you do not have capital or savings of over £6,000.
To apply, you must be at least one of the following:
· a pensioner
· a student – (e.g. University) 
· earning a wage
· receiving state benefits
· living in a care home

Full details and how to apply can be found at: 
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/nhs-low-income-scheme

If you think that you are eligible to apply for the service, you can apply by: -
Contacting your Specialist Nurse or Personal Advisor to complete the form with you, they will then return this to the safeguarding team at HMR ICB by email to: 
nhsgm.safeguarding@nhs.net  with Pre Payment Certificate in the Subject box. 
Once your application has been received by HMR ICB it will be processed, and you should receive your certificate within 2 weeks.  If there is a delay in the certificate being issues you will be informed.
You will be sent a reminder approximately one month before expiry of the certificate to renew. If you do not reapply your certificate will not be renewed and will therefore expire, and you will need to pay for any items prescribed by your GP.
If you need additional information on this scheme email:
nhsgm.safeguarding@nhs.net
