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Brief History The Original Trail Map
 

The land for Cheetham Park came from two family 
estates; one of 20 acres, formerly known as 
Eastwood and being the residence of the late Rt. 
Hon John Frederick Cheetham. The other was 
The Priory, a 9½ acre property formerly owned 
by Mrs Wimbush, a relative of JF Cheetham. 

Mr Cheetham was a prosperous mill-owner in 
the town, and was made an Honorary Freeman 
of the Borough of Stalybridge in 1897. He served 
as a Member of Parliament for the town during 
1905-1910. The Cheetham family were generous 
benefactors to the town. JF Cheetham built, equipped 
and presented to the Borough, Astley Cheetham Public Library, 
formally opened in 1901. The Cheetham Collection of paintings and sculpture 
displayed in the library, was handed over to the town by the Executor Miss Agnes 
Cheetham (his sister) after her death. 

Mr Cheetham died in 1916. He bequeathed Eastwood House and its extensive 
grounds to the town. They were not to be handed over until the death of his sister, 
who also lived there. This occurred in 1931. At the same time Miss Cheetham’s 
niece, Mrs Wimbush, presented The Priory to the town. The two estates, now 
known as Cheetham Park, were officially opened by Mrs Wimbush in 1932. 

Very little of the park is laid out formally. The Council wisely decided to keep it in a 
seminatural state with woodlands, expanses of lawn and playing fields. This makes 
it ideal for family outings in seemingly natural surroundings. 

Alongside the park is an area bequeathed and endowed as a Nature Reserve to the 
RSPB. This land is a well-wooded valley with a stream which feeds the mill lodge of 
Cheetham Mill. The reserve is being developed for educational purposes. 

During the 1960s an educational walk was created through the park. This was 
known as the Cheetham Park Trail and took visitors past various points of interest, 
including rare and unusual plant and tree species that could be found in the park. 

The guide did not presume that everyone is an expert in Environmental or 
Horticultural knowledge, but rather that visitors will leave the Park with some 
satisfaction of knowing a little more about the area they have toured. The map below 
shows the addition of the RSPB Eastwood Reserve. 
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The 21st Century Trail
 

Cheetham Park has been greatly 
enhanced over recent years, and as part 
of the programme of improvements, 
Stalybridge District Assembly decided to 
create a new trail that incorporates some 
of the new features of the park as well 
as some of the more historic points of 
interest. 

During the summer of 2011 Green 
Monster Arts were commissioned by 
Stalybridge District Assembly to do some 
thermoplastic markings designed to guide 
visitors around the new trail. Posts with 
rubbing plates encourage visitors to stop 
at selected points of interest. 

Take a Wander 
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A directional post starts the trail with 
marker posts at each point of interest. 

Each section has a rubbing plaque that signifies an interesting fact about 
the park - follow these and enjoy the wonderful views. 
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T1 - Cheetham’s Mill
 

Post T1 recognises the significance of the 
industrial heritage of Stalybridge. 

The Time Line was created with the help 
of local school children and gives a brief 
account of the rich history of the town 
with significant dates and events recorded 
on brass plaques. 

The stone obelisk is 1.6 metres high and 
can be accessed by a natural stone path. 

The plant species surrounding the Time 
Line have been chosen for their differing 
leaf shapes and colours. 

T2 - The Owl 
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The renowned North West Sculptor, Thompson Dagnall, was commissioned 
to create a timber owl in the park -  the basic outline was created using a 
chain saw, with hand tools used to provide the finer details. 
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T3 - Beech Trees
 

There are several varieties of Beech in 
Cheetham Park; a species native to Great 
Britain and often known as the Mother of 
the Forests. 

The thick shade which it casts beneath 
the canopy usually keeps the ground 
bereft of undergrowth, giving mature 
beech-woods a unique beauty. 

Look carefully at the trunks of the Beech 
trees and notice the mosses growing on 
the main stem; these thrive here because 
of damp conditions caused by shade. 

The tree in the picture is a Copper Beech 
(Fagus Sylvatica), take a look around the 
park to see what other varieties can 
be found. 

Individual species of Beech can be 
identified by differing leaf shapes and 
colours. 

Try to spot a Purple Beech and a Cut Leaf 
Beech. 

T4 - Bees 

8 9 

The park has a variety of plants and flowers that attract bees - particularly 
in the Herbaceous Border and the Fruit Orchard where wild flowers grow in 
amongst the trees. 

To the right is the Fruit Orchard, an Interpretation Board shows the different 
varieties of fruit grown here. 

Directly behind the orchard are two stone plinths which we believe may 
have come from one of the houses in the grounds - look at the script on 
them - can you tell what they say. 





































































T5 - Bats
 

Most British bats have evolved to roost in 
trees. Features such as rot holes, cracks, 
flaking bark and old wood pecker holes 
can all be suitable for roosting bats. 

The Brown Long-eared Bat is quite a 
common bat that can be found in parks 
throughout the country. It has long ears 
that are nearly the same size as its body, 
hence the name. It likes to fly quite low 
and feeds on moths. 

The Common Pipistrelle Bat is very 
widespread throughout England. It is a 
fast flier and is often seen zigzagging and 
changing direction in mid-air. It feeds on 
insects, eating as many as 3000 in one 
night. You might be able to identify 
a bat roost high up in the trees. 

T6 - The Woodpecker 
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The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus Minor) 

The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, although found in North West England, is 
more common in other parts of the country. 

The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker is easier to find in winter and early spring-
in summer they tend to be higher up in the canopy. Although not much 
bigger than a sparrow, they are mostly black with a ‘ladder’ of white stripes 
on the upper back. They are very difficult to spot. 

The distinctive ‘drumming’ is more commonly heard in the spring during the 
mating season and when searching for insects beneath the surface of dead 
trees. Dead trees are left standing, where possible, to provide a habitat for 
woodpeckers. 










































































T7 - Fruit Orchard
 

The fruit orchard was planted in 2009 with 
varieties of plum, apple, pear and cherry. 

Wildflowers have been planted 
underneath the fruit trees to encourage 
the diversity of pollinating insects that are 
essential to set the fruit. Birds, hedgehogs 
and badgers also feast on the fallen fruit. 

Looking to the left, behind the trees, lies 
the site of The Priory. The steps and some 
of the path edging still exists from the 
beautiful old building. 

T9 - The Nuthatch 

The Nuthatch is a plump bird that resembles a small woodpecker. The birds 
seldom travel from the woods where they hatch. They are often found in 
mature woods and established parkland on the sides of tree trunks and the 
underside of branches. 

The Nuthatch has distinctive blue and chestnut plumage and takes its name 
from the acorns and hazelnuts and other nuts and seeds that it feeds upon. 

The Nuthatch supplements its diet with insects that it picks off the bark. 
A diseased Lime tree has been carved out and a nuthatch now graces the 
trunk. 
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T8 - The Badger
 

The badger is widespread across England and Wales and is easily 
recognisable by its distinctive black and white markings. It is a shy creature, 
preferring deciduous woodlands as its home. It is estimated that there are 
between 40,000 and 50,000 social groups across Britain. 

Badgers are often known by the old English name ‘Brock’. They can live 
up to 14 years and feed on earth worms, frogs, rodents, insects, seeds and 
berries. They are largely nocturnal and live in a labyrinth of underground 
tunnels, known as a sett. 
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T10 - The Butterfly
 

Cheetham Park provides a perfect habitat 
for butterflies and moths. A carpet of Blue 
Bells, the Herbaceous Border and wild 
flowers make ideal mating grounds. The 
woodland areas, with their dark canopies 
and low growing shrubs, provide suitable 
laying sites. 

Examples of butterfly found in the 
park include: 

Orange Tip Butterfly - Anthocharis 
cardamines 
The orange tip butterfly is one of the first 
species to emerge in spring. The male 
has orange tips to the forewings, that give 
this butterfly its name. The tips are absent 
in the female, often leading to it being 
mistaken for other species. 

Peacock Butterfly - Inachis io 
The peacock butterfly has brownish-red 
wings, each with a single, large peacock
feather-like eyespot-used to scare 
predators. They are more commonly 
seen between spring and late summer 
with caterpillars emerging between May 
and July. 

Red Admiral - Vanessa atalanta 
The red admiral is a large and strong 
flying butterfly, found throughout Britain 
and Ireland. It has velvety black wings 
intersecting red bands. This butterfly is 
primarily a migrant to our shores and 
numbers are dependant on the severity of 
our winter weather. 

T11 - The Snake 
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Native British Snakes found in the area - Adder and Grass Snake - feed on 
small mammals, birds, frogs and other similar sized prey. They hibernate 
from October through to spring to conserve energy by slowing down their 
metabolic rate. 

A bench carved, again by Thompson Dagnall, in the form of a snake has 
been positioned between the fruit orchard and the Herbaceous Border. 
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T12 - Herbaceous Border
 

The herbaceous border, created in 
2009, has been planted in the style of 
renowned Dutch plantsman and designer, 
Piet Oudolf, who pioneered prairie style 
planting. 

A Herbaceous Border is simply an area 
stocked with perennial plants which 
die down in the winter and re-grow the 
following spring. 

Large bold drifts of herbaceous perennials 
and grasses provide protection and 
cover for wildlife, with plenty of food 
coming from the seed heads and flowers. 
Butterflies, bees and moths fly amongst 
the nectar-rich flowers, hedgehogs 
may visit to feed on slugs and in the 
autumn, birds and small mammals 
search for seeds and hidden insects. In 
winter the debris provides a home for 
hibernating insects. 

The adjacent information board helps 
visitors to identify some of the colourful 
varieties on show. 

Around the park are swathes of bluebells 
that are well adapted to life in woodlands. 
In spring they flower before the 
surrounding trees come out in full leaf. 

This means that they complete their life 
cycle while light levels are high. 

Bluebells are able to grow quickly in the 
spring because they have an energy store 
in the form of a bulb. 

T13 - The Holm Oak 
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The Holm Oak is one of the few evergreen oaks found in Britain and was 
introduced from the Mediterranean in the 16th century. 

A hardy adaptable tree that produces strong durable timber, thanks to the 
presence of tannic acid, which naturally preserves the wood. 

The botanical name for the Holm Oak, Quercus ilex, literally translates as 
holly oak. This is because the young leaves of the Holm Oak have spiny 
pointed lobes, like holly, and ‘holm’ is an old word for holly. 

The spiny leaves tend to appear on the lower branches of the tree, and it 
is thought that they evolved this way to protect the foliage from grazing 
animals, similar to the holly tree (Ilex aquifolium). 
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